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To CORRESPONDENTS, 


W E are apprehenfive that foe of the metaphy (ical efJays, figned 
L. though ingenious and well written, would not appear fuf- 
ficiently interefting to the generality of our readers. Befides, the infer- 
tion of fuch lengthy performances would, for feveral months, pre- 
clude, ina great degree, that variety, which is never to be loft fight 
of in the management of a periodical mifcellany. The auther, how- 
ever, has our thanks ; and fhould he deem it confiftent with his views 
and intereft to publifh his eflays, in a finall volume, we are difpofed 
to think that their merit would recommend them to the notice of ma- 
ny judicious readers, who have leifure, and a tafte for {peculative {ci- 
ence. 

Sidney’s manufcript will be returned, when called for. Objects 
which can intereft only an individual ftate are too limited for the 
plan of this work. On general or national politics, the author's com- 
munications would be very acceptable. 

The piece figned 4 Farmer appears to contain fome ufeful obferva- 
tions ; but, owing to the badneis of the ink, it is, in fome parts, uot 
legible. 

Ther/fites feems to have miftaken profanenc/i for wit. 

The bievraphical fketches, mentioned in J. Ws. letter, never came to 
hand. We requeft to be favoured with a copy by pott. 

Clericus is a very expert reafoner; but theological controverfy 
forms no part of the plan of the Afylum. 

The judicious and friendly Aints of 4 Subfcriber thall be attended 
to, as far as the improvements he fuggefts can be carried into effect. 
His literary aid is folicited. 

We requeft an interview with the author of Portraits from the life. 

Altamont has employed much time and labour upon a fubjeé un- 
deferving of either. Itis undoubtedly, as our correfpondent obferves, 
‘« noble to pity the erring child of mortality, and to receive, with o- 
pen arms, the unfortunate wanderer, when aren to regain the lott 
path of virtue ;” but it is furely very wrong to exhibit a vicious cha- 
racter in an amiable point of view, and to remove all diftinétion be- 
rwecn virtue and its oppofite. Ourcorrefpondent’s hero might well 
have a claim upon our pity; but, it is not by artfully gloffing over his 
offences that he can be entitled toa fhare in our effeem. In order fo 
this, he muft appear to be truly virtuous, which he never can, while 

_he endeavours to palliate conduct that qught to excite abhorrence in 
every virtuous breaft.—In drawing the chara¢ter of Henry, our cor- 
re{pondent feems to have copied fome traits from that of Werter, and 
fome from that of Sheridan’s Charles—Two portraits unworthy of his 
imitation !—His pathetic and elegant pen might, in our opinion, be 
much more afefully employed. 

Many poetical productions, of merit, are unavoidably omitted. We 
fhall endeavour to difcharge our arrears to our much-efteemed cor- 
refpondent D, very foon. The favours of our other poetical corref- 
pondents will not be forgotten. 
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Account of the DisTINcTION of RANKS, SEPARATION 
of ProFEessions, and PotiTIcAL CONSTITUTIONS 
of INDIA. 


[From the Appendix te Dr. Royertson's Hiflorical Difquifition concerning Iwora.) 


R OM the moft ancient accounts of India we learn, that the 

diftinétion of ranks and feparation of profeffions were com- 
pletely eftablithed there. This is one of the moft undoubted proofs 
of a fociety confiderably advanced in its progrefs. Arts in the early 
ftages of focial life are fo few and fo fimple, that each man is fuffici- 
ently mafter of themall, to gratify every demand of his own limit- 
ed defires. A favage can form his bow, point his arrows, rear his 
hut, and hollow his canoe, without calling in the aid of any hand 
more {kilfal than hisown. But when time has augmented the wants 
of men, the productions of art become fo complicated in their ftruc- 
ture, or fo curious in their fabric, that a particular courfe of educa. 
tion is requifite towards forming the arti(t to ingenuity in contrivance 
and expertnefs in execution. In proportion as refinement (preads, 
the diftinétion of profeflions increafes, and they branch out into more 
namerous and minute fubdivifions. Prior to the records of authentic 
hiftory, and even before the moft remote zra to which their own tra- 
ditions pretend to reach, this feparation of profeffions had not only 
taken place among the natives of India, but the perpetuity of it was 
fecured by an inflitution which muft be confidered as the fundamentat 
article in the fyftem of their policy. The whole body of the people 
was divided into four orders or cafts: The members of the firft, 
deemed the moit facred, had it for their province, to ftudy the prin- 
ciples of religion ; to perform its functions ; and to cultivate the 
{ciences. They were the priefts, the inftructors, and philofophers 
of the nation. The members of the fecond order were entrulted 
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with the government and defence of the ftate. In peace they were 
its rulers and magiftrates, in war they were the foldiers who 
fought its battles. The third was compofed of hufbandmen and 
merchants; and the fourth of artifans, labourers and fervants, 
Noue of thefe can ever quit his own calt, or be admitted into ano- 
ther. The ftation of every individual is unalterably fixed ; his def- 
tiny is irrevocable ; and the walk of life is marked out, from which 
he muft never deviate. This line of feparation is not only eftablithed 
by civil authority, but confirmed and fanétioned by religion ; and 
each order or cait is faid to have proceeded from the Divinity in 
fuch a different manner, that to mingle and confound them would be 
deemed an act of moft daring impiety. Nor is it between the four 
different tribes alone that fuch infuperable barriers are fixed ; the 
members of each caft adhere invariably to the profeffion of their 
forefathers. From generation to generation, the fame families have 
followed, and will always continue to follow, one uniform line of 
life. SF 
Such arbitrary arrangements of 1¢ various members which com- 
pofe acommunity, feems, at firft view, to be adverfe to improvement 
either in {cience or in arts ; and, by forming around the different or 
ders of men artificial barriers, which it would be impious to pafs, 
tends to circumfcribe the operations of the human mind within a 
narrower {phere than nature has allotted tothem. When every man 
is at full liberty to dire& his efforts towards thofe objects and that 
end which the impulfe of his own mind prompts him to prefer, he 
may be expected to attain that high degree of eminence to which 
the uncontrouled exertions of genius and induftry naturally conduct, 
The regulations of Indian policy, with refpe& to the ditferent orders 
of men, niuft neceflarily, at fome times, check genius in its career, and 
confine to the functions of an inferior ca(t, telents fitted to thine in an 
higher fphere. But the arrangements of civil government are made, 
not for what is extraordinary, but for what is common ; not for the 
few, but for the many. The objec of the firft Indian legiflators was 
to employ the moft effectual means of providing for the fubfiftence, 
the fecurity, and happine{s of all the members of the community o- 
ver which they prefided. With this view they fet apart certain races 
of men for each of the various profeffions and arts neceflary in a 
well-ordered fociety, and appointed the exercife of them to be tranf- 
mitted from father to fon in fucceflion. Thisfy{tem, though extreme- 
ly repugnant to the ideas which we, by being placed ina very differ- 
ent flate of fociety, have formed, will be found, upon attentive in- 
{pection, better adapted to attain the egd in view, than a carelefs 
obferver is, on the firlt view, apt to imagine. The human mind 
bends to the law of neceffity, and is accuftomed, not only to accom- 
modate itfelf to the reftraints which the condition of its nature, or 
the inftitutions of its country, impofe, but to acquiefce in them. 
From his entrance isto life, an Indian knows the ftation allotted to: 
him, and the funétions to which he is deftined by his birth. The ob- 
jects which relate to thefe are the firft that prefent themfelves to 
his view. They occupy his thoughts, or employ his hands ; and, from 
his earliclt years, he is trained to the habit of doing with eafe and 
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leafure, that which he muft continue through life to do. To this 
may be afcribed that high degree of perfection confpicuous in many 


_of the Indian manufaétures ; and though veneratiou for the practi- 


ces of their anceftors may check the fpirit of invention, yet, by ad- 
hering to thefe, they acquire fachan expertnefs and delicacy of hand, 
that Europeans with all the advantages of {uperior fcience, and the aid of 
more complete inftruments, have never been able to equal the exqui- 
fite execution of their workmanthip. Whilethis high improvement of 
their more curious manufactures excited the admiration, and attracted 
the commerce of other nations, the feparation of profeflions in India, 
and the eafly diftribution of the people into clafles, attached to par- 
ticular kinds of labour, fecured fuch abundance of the more com- 
mon and ufeful commodities, as not only fupplied their own wants, 
but miniftered to thofe of the countries around them. 

To this early divifion of the people into caits, we muft like-vife af- 
cribe a ftriking peculiarity in the {tate of india; the permanence of 
jts inftitutions, and the immutability in the manners of its inhabitants. 
What now is in India, always was there, and is likely (till to continue : 
neither the ferocious violence and illiberal fanaticifm of its Maho- 
medan conquerors, nor the power of its kuropean matters, have ef- 
fected any confiderable alteration. The fame diflinctions of condi- 
tion take place, the fame arrangements in civil and domeftic fociety 
remain, the fame maxims of religion are held in veneration, and the 
fame fciences and arts are cultivated. Hence, in all ages, the trade 
with India has been the fame; gold and filver have uniformly been 
carried thither in order to purchafe the fame commodities with which 
it now fupplies atl nations ; and from the age of Pliny to the prefent 
times, it has been always confidered and execrated as a gulf which 
fwallows up the wealth of every other country, that flows inceflant- 
ly towards it, and from which it never returns. According to the 
accounts which I have given of the cargoes anciently imported from 
India, they appear to have confifted of nearly the fame articles with 
thofe of the inveitments in our own times; and whatever difference 
we may obferve in them feems to have arifen, not fo much from any 
diverfity in the nature of the commodities which the Indians prepar- 
ed for fale, as from a variety :in the taltes, or in the wants, of the na- 
tions which demanded them. 

Another proof of the early and high civilization of the people of 
India, may be deduced from confidering their political conftitution 
and form of government. 

In whatever region of the earth there has been an opportunity of 
obferving the progrefs of men in focial life, they appear at firft in 
fmall independent tribes or communities. Their common wants 
prompt them to unite ; and their mutual jealoufies, as well as the 
neceflity of fecuring fubfiftence, compel them to drive to a diftance 
é¢very rival who might encroach on thofe domains which they confi- 
der as their own, Many ages clapfe before they coalefce, or acquire 
fafficient forefight to provide for the wants, or futficient wifdom to 
conduct the affairs, of a numerous tociety. Even under the genial 
climate, and in the rich foil of India, more favourable perhaps to the 
union and increafe of the human fpecies than any other part of the 
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globe, the formation of fuch extenfive ftates, as were eftablithed in 
that country when firft vilited by Europeans, muft have been a work 
of long time ; and the members of them muft have been long accuf- 
tomed to exertions of ufeful induftry. 

Though monarchical government was eftablithed in all the countries 
of India to which the knowledge of the ancients extended, the fove- 
reigns were far from poflefling uncontrouled or defpotic power. 
No trace, indeed, is difcovered there of any aflembly or public body 
the members of which, either in their own right, or as reprefenta- 
tives of their fellow-citizens, could interpofe in enacting laws, or in 
fuperintending the execution of them. Inftitutions deltined to affert 
and guard the rights belonging to men in a focial ftate, how familiar 
foever the idea may be to the people of Europe, never formed a part 
of the political conftitution in any great Afiatic kingdom. It was to 
differe:-t principles that the natives of India were indebted for reftric- 
tions which limited the exercife of regal power. ‘The rank of indi- 
viduals was unalterably fixed, and the privileges of the different caits 
were deemed inviolable. The monarchs of India, who are all taken 
from the fecond of the four clafles formerly defcribed, which is in- 
trulted with the functions of government and the exercifeof war, be- 
hold among their fabjeé&s an order of men far fuperior to themfelves 
in dignity, and fo confcious of their own pre-eminence, both in rank 
and in fanctity, that they would deem it degradation and pollution, 
if they were to eat of the fame food with their fovereign. Their 
perfons are facred, and even for the moft heinous crimes they cannot 
be capitally punifhed ; their blood muft never be fhed. To men in 
this exalted {tation monarchs nuit look up with refpect, and reve- 
rence them as the minifters of religion, and the teachers of wifdom, 
On important occafions, it is the a of fovereigns to confult them, 
and to be directed by their advice. Their admonitions, and even 
their cenfures, mult be received with fubmiflive refpe@. This right 
of the Brahmins to offer their opinion with refpeé to the adminiftra- 
tion of public affairs was not unknown to the ancients ; and in fome 
accounts preferved in India of the events which happened in their 
own country, princes are mentioned, who, having violated the pri- 
vileges of the cafts, and difregarded the remonftrances of the Brah- 
mins, were depofed by their authority, and put to death. 

While the facred rights of the Brahmins oppofed a barrier againf 
the encroachments of regal power on one hand, it was circumfcribed 
on the other by the ideas which thofe who occupied the highelt fta-, 
tions in fociety entertained of their own dignity and privileges. As 
none but the members of the caft next in rank to that which religion 
has rendered facred, could be employed in any function of the ftate, 
the fovereigns of the extenfive kingdoms anciently eftablithed in In- 
dia, found it neceflary to entruft them with the fuperintendence of the 
cities and provinces too remote to be under their own immediate in- 
fpection. In thefe ftations they often acquired fuch wealth and in- 
fluence, that offices conferred during sieiere; continued in their fa- 
milies, and they came gradually to form an intermediate order be- 
tween the fovereign and his fubjects; and by the vigilant jealouly 
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with which they maintained their own dignity and privileges, they 
couftrained their rulers to refpect them, and to govern with equity. 

Nor were the benefits of thefe reftraints upon the power of the fo- 
vereign confined wholly to the two Pen orders in the ftate; they 
extended, in fome degree, to the third clafs employed in agriculture. 
The labours of that numerous and ufeful body of men are fo eflential 
to the prefervation and happinefs of fociety, that the greatelt atten- 
tion was paid to render their condition fecure and comfortable. Ac- 
cording to the ideas which prevailed among the natives of India (as 
we are informed by the firlt Europeans who vifited their country,) 
the fovereign is confidered as the fole univerfal proprietor of all the 
land in his dominions, and from him is derived every fpecies of te- 
nure by which his fubjects can hold it. Thefe lands were let out to 
the farmers who cultivated them, at a ftipulated rent, amounting 
ufually to a fourth part of their annual produce paid in kind. In a 
country where the price of work is extremely low, and where the 
labour of cultivation is very incoufiderable, the earth yielding its pro- 
ductions almolt fpontaneoutly, where fubfiftence is amazingly cheap, 
where few clothes are needed, and houfes are built and furnifhed at 
little expence, this rate cannot be deemed exorbitant or oppreffive. 
As long ag the hufbandman continued to pay the eftablifhed rent, he 
retained pofleifion of the farm, which defcended, like property, from 
father to fon. , 

Thefe accounts given by ancient authors of the condition and te- 
nure of the renters of land in India, agree fo perfectly with what 
now takes place, that it may be confidered almoft as a defcription 
of the prefent {tate of its cultivation, In every part of India, where 
the native Hindoo Princes fetain dominion, the Ryots, the modern 
name by which the renters of land are diitinguithed, hold their pof- 
feffions by a leafe, which may be confidered as perpetual, and ata 
rate fixed by ancient furveys and valuations. ‘This arrangement has 
been fo long eftablifhed, and accords fo well with the ideas of the 
natives, concerning the diftinctions of cafts, and the functions allot- 
ted to each, that it has been inviolably maintained in all the provin- 
ces fubject either to Mahomedans or Europeans ; and, to both, it 
ferves as the bafis on which their whole fy{tem of finance is founded. 
Ina more remote period, before the original inftitutions of India 
were fubverted by foreign invaders, the induftry of the hufbandman, 
on which every member of the community depended for fubfiftence, 
was as fecure as the tenure by which he held his land was equitable. 
Even war did not interrupt his labours or endanger his property. It 
was not uncommon, we are informed, that while two holtile armies 
were fighting a battle in one field, the peafants were ploughing or 
reaping in the next field in perfect tranquillity.’ Thefe maxims and 
regulations of the ancient legiflators of India have a near refemblance 
to the fy{tem of thofe ingenius modern fpeculators on political econo- 
my, who reprefent the produce of land as the fole fource of wealth in 
every country ; and who confider the difcovery of this principle, ac- 
cording to which they contend that the government of nations (hould 
be am. beet as one of the greateit efforts of haman wifdom. Under 
a form of government, which paid fuch attention to all the diferent 
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orders of which the fociety is compofed, particularly the cultivators 
of the earth, it is not wonderful that the ancients fhould defcribe the 
Indians as a moft happy race of men; and that the moft intelligent 
modern obferver3s fhould celebrate the equity, the humanity, and 
mildnefs of Indian policy. A Hindoo Rajah, as I have been inform- 
ed by perfons well acquainted with the fate of India, refembles 
more a father prefiding in a numerous family of his own children, 
than a fovereign ruling over inferiors, fubject to his dominion. He 
endeavours tw fecure their happinefs with vigilant folicitude ; they 
are attached to him with the moft tender affection and inviolable fide- 
lity. We can hardly canceive men to be placed in any ftate more 
favourable to their acquiring all the advantages derived from focial 
union. It is only when the mind is perfe&ly at cafe, and neither 
feels nor dreads oppreffion, that it employs its active powers in form- 
ing numerous arrangements of police, for fecuriug its enjoyments 
and increafing them. Many arrangements of this nature the Greeks, 
though accuftomed to their own inttitutions, the moft perfect at that 
time in Eurepe, obferved and admired among the Indians, and men- 
tion them as inftances of high civilization and improvement. ‘There 
were eftablifhed among the Indians three diftinct clafles of officers, 
one of which had it in charge to infpe& agriculture, and every kind 
of country work. They meafured the portions of land allotted to 
each renter. They hadthe cuflody of the Tazks, or public refer- 
voirs of water, without a regular diftribution of which, the fields, 
in a torrid climate, cannot be rendered fertile. They marked out 
the courfe of the highways, along which, at certain diftances, they 
erected ftones, to meafure the road and direé& travellers. To offi- 
cers of a fecond clafs was committed the infpection of the police in 
cities, and their functions, of courfe, were many and various ; fome 
of which only I fhall {fpecify. They appropriated houfes for the re- 
ception of ftrangers ; they protected them from injury, provided for 
their fubfiftence, and, when feized with any difeafe, they appointed 
phyficians to attend them; and, on the event of their death, they 
not only buried them with decency, but took charge of their effects, 
and reftored them to their relations. They kept exa& regifters of 
births and of deaths. ‘They vilited the public markets, and examin- 
edweights and meafures. The third clafs of officers fuperintended 
the military department. 

As map’ ers and cuftoms in India defcend almoft without variation 
from ag. to age, many of the peculiar inftitutions which I have enu- 
merated fill fubfift there. There is ftill the fame attention to the 
conftruction and prefervation of tanks, and the diftribution of their 
waters. ‘The direction of roads, and placing ftones along them, is 
ftill an object of police. Chewsries, or houfes built for the accommo- 
dation of travellers, are frequent in every part of the country, and 
are ufeful as weil as noble monuments of Indian munificerce and hu- 
manity. It is only among men in the moft improved ftate of focicty, 
and under the beft forms of government, that we difcover iaftitutions 
fimilar to thefe which I have defcribed ; and many nations have ad- 
vanced far ia their progrefs, without efablifhing arrangements of 
police equally perfect, : 
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NoTfe t. 


The author’s idea is to form a convenient junction of the letters t-h, t-i, 
and c-h, fo as to make but one type of each pair. And that the fe. 
veral other marks of diftin@tion be for the moft part incorporated 
with the letters to which they are annexed. This would confiderably 
leffen the appearance of innovation, and withal render the print more 
clear and beautiful. There are perhaps fome further improvements 
which might be added, to take away the too near refemblance of {e- 
veral characters. But it feems neceflary, in the firft eflay, to propofe 
fuch a plan as may be executed with the types already extant. The av- 
thor lives at a confiderable diftance from the prefs, and cannot fuper- 


Q _ “Tyrend the printing, which renders it difficult to procure the neceflary 
alt@ratious. On this account the. capital letters are omitted for the 
_prefent. 
Note 2. 


For the greater familiarity of the reader, the characters t.4, n.g, p.A, 
c.4, have their ufual italics annexed, though they muft be underftood 
to poflels their refpective powers equally, without the additions of 
4 and g. 


Names, &c. 


The names of confonants are in fome meafure arbitrary, as to the 
vowels with which they may be uttered. But they fhould contain no 
other articulation befides that one which is reprefented by the character, 

Vowels thould be named by uttering fimply the founds which confti- 
tute their refpective powers. We oblerved before, that correlative 
vowels are called by the fame name; and fo are likewife their dupli- 
cates. Thus, i 6 u are of one name, as exemplified in the word 
rie, kc. And again, ii é y age jikewile of one name, as in the word 
me, &c. 

The letters of a fmaller type, in the preceding table, are called du- 
plicates, being only different characters of the fame power with their 
principals. 

Thofe letters connected by a brace at the foot of the column may be 
called double letters, as each of them reprefents a compound of fome two 
principal ones. It becomes convenient to retain thefe duplicates and 
double letters, an account that a complete reformation, which fhould re- 
duce our orthograpay to the firlt principles, would require fo great in- 
novation, as muft utterly confound our prefent fyftem ; and, moreover, 
deftroy the apparent analogy and derivation of words, which are of very 
confiderable ule to the ready and thorough anderftanding of the language. 

I might here exter into a more particular defeription of the letters, 
and explanation of the imtended analogy or convenience of the feveral 
forms adopted *; but this will appear much better by an actual ex- 





* In the feveral marks of difkin&ion, 1 have aimed at a fignifieant uniformity, 
as far as the confufed fate of the fubje& would admit. Thus che grave accent (*) 
marks the abfolute vowels according to the molt regular and proper amalogy, to 
diftinguith chem from their correlatives, which occur much more frequently, and 
therefore are preferred without marks, The (*) marks abfolute vowels ufed in a 
manner peculiar to the Engiith language: And (’) is annexed to conjunctive vowels, 
forthe fame purpols, The (% ) diltinguithes {emivowels derived frqm the approxi- 
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periment of the plan. A few fleets, printed in orthographic form, would 
afford a clearer idea and demonttration of its practicability, than could 
be collected from the molt elaborate defcription. 1 fhall, therefore, for 
the prefent, only mention in few words the method of applying or in- 
troducing to practice the propoted fyftem. 

In the firft place, it fuppofes the exclufion or difufe of all other cha- 
racers or combinations, not inferted in the foregoing table. 

Each character is fuppofed invariably to reprefent the fame power, 
agreeably to the rules and principles herein laid down, The following 
exceptions only are to be admitted: 1. {i and Gi, or gé, are founded fb, 
by affinity, as in the preceding examples; verlion, vitioul, ogéan, * &c. 
2. The prepofition ex, before an accented vowel, is founded vocular, hke 
egz; as, exift, &c. 3.iror yrare of toonear affinity to be diltinétly founded, 
without fatiguing the organs; and, therefore, when accented, they ge- 
nerally ufurp the founds of the approximate vowels e or , according as 
the pofition of the organs, and convenience of utterance, require ; as, 
virtue, firm, fir, thirt, &c. pronounced vertue, ferm, far, thart, &c. 

The feveral charaéters in the preceding table will be found to apply 
(with a very few exceptions) ta all the different idioms of fpelling in our 
language. And thofe few irregular cafes, which cannot be provided for, 
contiftently with a proper fimplicity, may be fairly altered +. For it is 
better to undergo a {mall innovation, than to clog the fyftem. with nu- 
merous and infignificant duplicates. With refpect to vowels we may obe 
ferve, that it is only in pertect fyllables they require any critical attens 
tion. For in thofe fyllables rendered fhort by the accent, their {pelling 
needs only to follow the derivation: And the accented fyllable being 
known, and rendered diftinét, a proper pronunciation of the others will 
naturally eniue, 

In applying the fyftem agreeably to thefe rules, it will prefently occur 
to obfervation, that our orthography is perplexed, not only by the vari- 
ous and doubtful powers of the letters, but allo by the many luperfiuous 
characters retained in words, reprelenting no power at all. Thus the 
apparently large words taught, eight, are pronounced fimply tar, ér, &e. 

Now, as a fudden exclufion or difule of thefe dead letters (if we may 
fo-call them) would produce an innovation, puzzling and difagreeable to 
ordinary readers, it would perhaps be convenient, for fome time, to 
retain fuch of them as may be neceflary to keep up the refemblance of 


mate vowels by affinity. From chis view it appears, that thofe founds of the vowels 
which are peculias to the Englith are in general deviations trom original propriety, 
which would feem to argue a want of skill inthe application of letters to the lan- 
guage. 


* Note, xi being in effe& cfi follows che fame conftru&ion; as, complexion, 
fluxion, anxious, &c. Note alfo, that fh is a compound of { and i, mot uctered 
fucceflively, buc bothtogether. In like manner fiis a compound of 2 and i. - In chis 
fenfe we are to underitand their denomination in tne yeneral feale, which other- 
wile might be apprehended co arile from che circumftance of their being reprefenced 
by a junction of two characters. But this would equally apply to th, &c. 


+ In effeGing thefe alterations, it would perhaps be found convenient, in fome 
inftances, to vary alittle from chat pronunciation which is moft currently received ; 
and in others to change che letters, always having due regaid to uniformity, and 
the molt proper analogy oft the words, 
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Note t. 

The author’s idea is to form a convenient junction of the letters t-h, t-i, 
and c-h, fo as to make but one type of each pair. And that the fe. 
veral other marks of diftinétion be for the moft part incorporated 
with the letters to which they are annexed. This would confiderably 
Jeffen the appearance of innovation, and withal render the print more 
clear and beautiful. There are perhaps fome further improvements 
which might be added, to take away the too near refemblance of fe. 
veral charaéters. But it feems neceflary, in the firft eflay, to propofe 
fuch a plan as may be executed with the types already extant. The au- 
thor lives at a confiderable diftance from the prefs, and cannot fuper- 
intend the printing, which renders it difficult to procure the neceflary 
alteratious. On this account the. capital letters are omitted for the 
prefent. 

NoTe 2. 

For the greater familiarity of the reader, the characters t.4, n.g, p.A, 
c.4, have their ufual italics annexed, though they muft be underftood 
to poffels their reipective powers equally, without the additions of 
A and g. 


Names, &ce. 


The names of confonants are in fome meafure arbitrary, as to the 
vowels with which they may be uttered. But they fhould contain no 
other articulation befides that one which is reprefented by the character, 

Vowels fhould be named by uttering fimply the founds which confti- 
tute their refpective powers. We oblerved before, that correlative 
vowels are called by the fame name; and fo are likewife their dupli- 
cates. Thus, d 6 u are of one name, as exemplified in the word 
rie, &c. And again, 1 éi€ y age jikewile of one name, as in the word 
me, &c. 

The letters of a {maller type, in the preceding table, are called du- 
plicates, being only different charaCters of the tame power with their 
principals. 

Thofe letters connected by a brace at the foot of the column may be 
called double letters, as each of them reprefents a compound of fome two 
principal ones, It becomes convenient to retain thele duplicates and 
double letters, an account that a complete reformation, which fhould re- 
duce our orthagrapuy to the firlt principles, would require fo great in- 
novation, as muft utterly confound our prejent fyttem ; and, moreover, 
ceftroy the apparent analogy and derivation of words, which are of very 
confiderable ule to the ready and thorough anderftanding of the language. 

I might here ester into a more particular defeription of the letters, 
and explanation of the mtended analogy or convenience of the feveral 
forms adopted *; but this will appear much better by an actual ex- 


* In the feveral marks of difkin@ion, 1 have aimed at a fignifieant uniformity, 
as far as the confuted Rate of the fubje@ would admit. Thus the grave accent (*) 
marks the abfolute vowels according to the moft regular and proper analogy, to 
diftinguith chem from their correlatives, which occur much more frequently, and 
therefore are preferred withouc marks. The (*) marks abfolute vowels ufed in a 
manner peculiar co the Englith language: And (’) is annexed to conjundive vowels, 
for the fame purpofe, The (» ) diltinguithes {emivowels derived frem the approxi- 
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periment of the plan. A few fheets, printed in orthographic form, would 
afford a clearer idea and demonttration of its practicability, than could 
be collected from the molt elaborate defcription. 1 fhall, therefore, for 
the prefent, only mention in few words the method of applying or in- 
troducing to practice the propoted fyftem. 

In the firft place, it fuppofes the exclufion or difufe of all other cha- 
racters or combinations, not inferted in the foregoing table. 

Each charaéter is fuppofed invariably to reprefent the fame power, 
agreeably to the rules and principles herein laid down, The following 
exceptions only are to be admitted: 1. {i and Gi, or gé, are founded fh, 
by affinity, as in the preceding examples; verlion, vitioul, ogéan, * &c. 
2. The prepofition ex, before an accented vowel, is founded vocular, hke 
egz; as, exilt, &c. 3.iror yrare of toonear affinity to be diftinétly founded, 
without fatiguing the organs; and, therefore, when accented, they ge- 
nerally ufurp the founds of the approximate vowels e or U, according as 
the pofition of the organs, and convenience of utterance, require ; as, 
virtue, firm, fir, thirt, &c. pronounced vertue, ferm, far, ihart, &c. 

The feveral charaéters in the preceding table will be found to apply 
(with a very few exceptions) to all the different idioms of fpelling in our 
language. And thofe few irregular cafes, which cannot be provided for, 
conliftently with a proper fimplicity, may be fairly altered +. For it is 
better to undergo a {mall innovation, than to clog the fyftem with nu- 
merous and infignificant duplicates. With relpect to vowels we may obs 
ferve, that it is only in pertect fyllables they require any critical attens 
tion. For in thofe fyllables rendered fhort by the accent, their ipelling 
needs only to follow the derivation: And the accented fyliable being 
known, and rendered diftinét, a proper pronunciation of the others will 
naturally enfue, 

In applying the fyftem agreeably to thefe rules, it will prefently occur 
to oblervation, that our orthography is perplexed, not only by the vari- 
ous and doubtful powers of the letters, but allo by the many (uperfiuous 
characters retained in words, reprelenting no power at all. Thus the 
apparently large words taught, eight, are pronounced fimply tar, er, &c. 

Now, as a tudden exclution or dilule of thefe dead letters (if we may 
fo call them) would produce an innovation, puzzling and difag:eeable to 
ordinary readers, it would perhaps be convenient, for fome time, to 
retain fuch of them as may be neceflary to keep up the relemblance of 


mate vowels by affinity. From this view it appears, that thofe founds of the vowels 
which are peculias to the Englith are in general deviations trom original propriety, 
which would feem to argue a want of skill in the application of letters to the lan- 
guage. 


* Note, xi being in effe& cfi follows the fame conftru&ion; as, complexion, 
fluxion, anxious, &c. Note alfo, that fh is a compound of f and i, not uttered 
fucceflively, buc bothtogether. In like manner fits a compound of 2 and i. - In chis 
fenfe we are to underitand their denomination in the general feale, which other- 
wile might be apprehended co arile from che circuraitance of their being reprefented 
by a junction of cwo characters. But this would equally apply to th, &c. 


+ In effecting thefe alterations, it would perhaps be found convenient, in fome 
inftances, to vary alittle from that pronunciation which is molt currently received ; 
and in others to chanye the letters, always having due regaid to uniformity, and 
the moft proper analogy of the words. 
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the former fyitem. But, that they may not interfere with or confound 
the fignificant letters, they fhould be printed in the Italic character, And 
learners might be inftructed to omit, or pas over them, in {pelling, as of 
no import to the found of the words. Moreover, foreign names and 
other words, not reduced to the ftandard of Englith pronunciation, might 
be printed wholly in Italics. 

Thefe dead letters being thus pointed out and diftinguifhed, as infignifi. 
cant, would in a very short time, notwithftanding the oppofition of ftick- 
lers for antiquity, be totally laid afide, as ufelefs lumber. And thus would 
our alphabet be reduced to a fimplicity and uniformity unequalled by 
that of any nation whatever. And of courfe our language, being the 
beft, and moft eafily attained by foreigners, would become the favourite 
and moft univerfal language. 

It would far exceed the bounds of my prefent purpofe, to enter into a 
de{cription of the advantages which mult accrue from the adoption of a 
fyftem fuch as is here propofed. I flatter myfelf they will be fufficiently 
manifeft to thofe who fhall attentively confider the fubjeét. Our learn- 
ing, our civilization, and almoft every thing ufeful or ornamental in life, 
ure all derived to us through the medium of letters; which renders the 
knowledge of them indifpenfible to every office and ftation in fociety. 
Let us then but for a moment confider what we are obliged to undergo, 
to learn the ufe of them in their prefent awkward form. Many are the diffi- 
culries, toils, and hardthips we fuftain, not to mention an expence, little 
fhort of the whole national revenue. Let us take a compaflionate view 
of feveral millions, the youth of our whole nation, from fix to twelve 
years old and upwards, at f{chool; thirty or forty together fhut up in lit- 
tle wretched hovels, like criminals, or prifoners of war! and this at a 
time of life when they thould acquire ufeful and noble habits, health, ac- 
tivity of body, and vivacity of mind. Here their conftitutions are in- 
jured, and often deftroyed, for the want of free air, exercife, and {uit- 
able diet! Their {pirits depreffed, and faculties ftupified, under the ftern 
countenance, and hard hand of tyranny. For it is but too generally 
found, that nothing lefs than defpotic {way can compel recoiling nature 
t» the prepofterous tak. 

But if a method can be devifed, plain, fimple, and eafy, which would 
in a great meaiure fupertede the neceflity of going to {choo to learn to 
read, which would enable mothers themfelves to teach their children, 
with lefs trouble than they ufually have to put up their victuals and fend 
them to {chool ; this might be obtained, free from the dangers and anxi- 
ety of fending tender infants abroad ;—free from all that indolence, in- 
atrention, awkward tones and geftures, and many other untoward habits, 
both of body and mind, ufually acquired at fchool—And, if all thefe are 
but inconfiderable, when compared with the numberle(s other important 
advantages which might be derived to a whole nation, and to the re- 
public of letters in general, may I not venture to recommend this, as a 
fudject worthy the attention of the philofopbers, the flatefmen, and the 
patriots of the united ftares. 
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On the ust and ABUSE of SPEECH. 


HE faculty of communicating our thoughts by fpeech is unqueftion- ti 
ably a precious gift. If we had not been endued with it, that iF 
reafon, on which we juftly value ourfelves, would have been extremely nM 
circomfetibed in its operations, and almoft limited to the individual. In- iy 


capable of making ourfelves underftood, or of deriving information from 
others, we fhould have fimply obeyed the calls of nature. The endear- 
ments of love would have been as tranfient as the meteor, and the duties 
of parent and child would have been entirely under the dominion of in- 
ftinét. As the reign of inftinét can be but of fhort duration, all human 
obligations would have vanifhed with it, and the human {pecies, if it 
could have exifted for evena century, inthis condition, would have been : 
ina more deplorable fituation, than the modern Huron or Hottentot. Ve 
Like a theatrical pantomime, the fole merit of which confifts in abfurdi- 

ties, the world would at beft have exhibited continued fcenes of miftakes 

and difappointments; but, uulike that heterogeneous department of 

the drama, it would have frequently abounded in malevolence, and the 

moft tragical confequences. Bleft with the powers of {peech, men at ve- ' 
ry early periods formed themfelves into focicties, and, in confequerce 
thereof, civilization was happily introduced, and is gradually extending 
its benign influence over the moft remote regions of the globe. 

As by the powers of {peech, under the guidance of equity, a fingle fa- 
mily was originally kept together, fo by the fame means various families 
became gradually united ; and thus at length was formed a fate, or body 
politic. To dire& general exertion to general benefit became now the 
object of the older and more experienced part of the community. As 
thofe more enlightened characters dildained adventitious pre-eminence, 
fubftantial authority was conferred on them, and that authority, it is e- 
vident, muft have been preferved lefs by compullion, than perfuafion. 
Here we difcover the origin of eloquence, and hence we may trace its 
progrefs to the prefent day. The mind of man, attentive and docile, 
readily followed the path of propriety, as foon as it was pointed out; 
but in the difcovery of it, recourle muit have been had to oratory, how- 
ever rude and uncultivated. 

It is unneceflary, on this occafion, to attempt minutely to trace the 
progrefs of eloquence. She has triumphed (permit me to perionify her) 


——* 


m every age and region ; and, although the handmaid of reafon, is at 
prefent almoft as much obeyed as her tuperior, It muft, however, be \ 
confefled, that many have in vain fought her good graces; and, when | 


they imagined themlelves poffefled of her, have lamentably difcovered, 

that they have been in purfuit of either frivolous declamation, or delutive 

fopinftry. They muft therefore be acknowledged not to have been in- 

ipired by the genius of el quence, but actuated by the demon of loqua- 

cily. 

To meafure the merit of a public fpeaker by the length of his fpeech ‘ 

is certainly a vague, and generally an eblurd rule. To have fpoken in 4 
continuation four hoursat the bar is a flriking j roof of perfeverance, and 7% 
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may perhaps indicate ftrength of lungs. Such men are unqueftionably 
{peakers; but they are by no means entitled, on that account, to the 
palm of eloquence, and may be faid to be infected, and to infect others, 
with the cacoethes loquendi, or the itch of talking. 

Quitting the more public fcenes of life, let us advert to thofe of retire- 
ment. Here eloquence is feldom known to exert hertelf; bit delegates 
a portion of her power to converfation. In the friendly circle, a com- 
municaticn of fentiments, under the government of difcretion, ought to 
prevail. How delightful, how enchanting is that harmony of minds, 
which refults from an interchange of opinions! When one alone is fuf- 
fered to {peak at a time, the dialogue is fupported by decorum, and en. 
livened by cheerfulneis, feldom failing to obtain general aflent and ap. 
plaufe. Itis like the mutic of a fingle inftrument, which is followed by 
the united harmony of a well-regulated band, 

But if the demon of loquacity fhould intrude on this circle, would not 
the charms of focial eloquence, or converfation, be altogether deftroyed? 
Would not colloquial difcord inevitably enfue, attended too often with the 
moft ferious coniequences? Does not fatal enmity too often proceed from 
this caufe? Has not Emilia, once the infeparable friend of Honoria, be- 
come her profefled enemy, becaufe interrupted by her, whilft relating 
the hiftory of a certain amour? Will fhe now allow her to poflefs a fingle 
beauty, or a particle of mental excellence? Nay, does the not even re- 
probate her asa babbler, and calumniate her as a faded toaft? lc is well 
known, that three challenges, which originated in colloquial interruptions, 
will very probably carry ix combatants to the field. And that a dozen 
lampoons, proceeding from the fame caufe, are now on the carpet. 
Hence it is evident, that loquacity, or the itch of talking, gives rife to 
the itch of {cribbling ; but to pronounce, whether the tongue or the pen 
is, in thefe, and fimilar inftances, the more reprehenfible or dangerous 
inftrument, is fubmitted tothe judgment of the reader. 
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A new and eafy Metuon of preferving WaTER {weet in fea 
Voyages ; and of puritying it when ftinking. 


T is well known that water cannot become putrid, unlefs it contains 
animal and vegetable fubftances; and as this isthe cafe with all river 
water, it follows thatthis water, which is generally ufed on board of thips, 
\ is {ubjeét to become putrid and naufeous, more or lefs in proportion to the 
; quantity and quality of the animal and vegetable matter contained in it. 
Another caufe of corruption is owing to the diflolving property of wa- 
. ter; fothat it often happens, that though the catks be filled with pure 
{pring water, yet the water, by diffolving the impurities which may be 
found adhering to the cafks, and becoming impregnated with them, or e- 
ven with the fubftance of the wood itfelf, will become putrid after a cer- 

tain time. 
S The principal article, by the means of which Mr. Lowitz preferves and 
~ purifies water, is charcoal duft ; and from a great variety of experiments, 
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the following particulars are deduced for the practical accomplifhment of 
an object fo very important to feafaring people. 

The charcoal muft be pounded very fine, and the powder muft be 
kept clean, and as free as poflible from duft, imoke, or other impurities ; 
but the quality of the wood of which the charcoal is made needs not to be 
regarded, provided it be well charred.— Mr. Lowitz finds that even foffil 
coal, when well charred and powdered, will aniwer the purpofe; but 
he does not mean to recommend the ule of it, on account of the metallic 
minerals which are frequently mixed with it, befides other reafons. 

About three drams of charcoal duft will preferve four ounces of com- 
mon river water, or will purify it when actually ftinking; but if a little 
acid be added, then a much f{inaller quantity of charcoal will do. 

Any of the mineral acids will produce the effect, and even fome falts 5 
but the vitriolic acid is to be preferred, principally on account of its hav- 
ing no fmell. 

In order to preferve frefh water, the cafks muft be previoufly well 
wathed, and fcoured with fand or charcoa} duft. After having been filled 
with the river water, put as much vitriolic acid into it as is juit fofficient 
torender the water flightly acid: then add about eight pounds weight of 
charcoal duft to each cafk; and as the charcoal daft naturally falls to the 
bottom of the cafks, it fhould be ftirred with a ftick at leaft once a 
day, fo as to let it come into cortact with as much water as poflible; 
and this is all that needs to be done to prevent the Water acquiring any 
bad {mell or tafte. 

When the water is to be ufed, it thould be filtered through a flannel 
bag, which muft be had ready at hand, and a proper ftand for it may be 
ealily contrived. This filtration ferves only to feparate thofe finer parti- 
cles of the charcoal, which, by {wimming in the water, give it a blackith 
appearance. 

It is very remarkable that, if water be rendered juft fenfibly acid by 
mixing a litle vitriolic acid with it, the addition of charcoal duft will re- 
move the acidity. 

In order to purify the water which is actually ftinking in the catks, 
proceed in the fame manner as in the preceding operation; viz. firtt, 
put fome vitriolic acid into the cafk, and then as much charcoal duft ag 
upon trial will be found fufficient to remove the bad {mell. In cafe that 
neither vitriolic nor any other acid can be had, then charcoal duft alone 
is fufficient to purify the water: but in this cafe a greater quantity of it 
mult be ufed; perhaps three times as much as when the acid is employ- 
ed.—This purified water muft be alfo filtrated as above. 

In this manner the operation is foon performed; ten minutes, or a 
quarter of an hour, being more than fufficient time for it. 

To preferve the water which has been thus purified, when it is not 
immediately ufed, it mult be removed into clean cafks; otherwife it is 
apt to become putrid again in a fhort time. 

It is almoft needlefs to remark, that as the waters of different rivers, 
in different climates and feafons of the year, are impregnated with va- 
rioos proportions of animal and vegetable matter, fo the quantity of 

charcoal duft-which mult be employed to preferve and purify them, mutt 
be more er lefs in. proportion. 
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232 EleGtrical Properties in a Moufe. 





EvzctTricAL Propertizes in a Mouse. 


Tranflation of a Letter from Dr. Cotugno to the Chevalier Vivenzio, 
at Naples. 


S1R, 


HE particulars relative to the obfervation which I mentioned to 

you a few days ago, when we were talking of eleétrical animals, 
and when I faid that the moufe was, in my opinion, one of that fort, 
are the following: 

Towards the latter end of March, whilft I was fitting with a table before 
me, fomething which feemed to move near my foot, called my attention; 
and on turning my eyes towards the floor, 1 obferved a {mall moufe, 
which, from bis delicate coat, feemed to have been lately born. As the 
animal could not run very faft, 1 eafily overtook him, and taking him up 
by the fkin of the back, with the thumb and firft finger, held bim upon 
my hand, with the abdomen upwards. In this fituation the tail of the 
animal got between the third and fourth fingers of the fame hand. I 
then took up a {mall diffeéting knife, in order to cut him open, and ac- 
cordingly began the incifion towards the middle of the abdomen; but 
the knite had hardly cut part of the fkin, when the moufle moved bis tail, 
and vibrating it very violently againft the third finger, occafioned, to 
my aftonifhment, a great thock all up the arm, accompanied with a kind 
of internal tremor.—lIt likewife produced a painful fenfation on the 
fhoulder, and an agitation of the head, which frightened me fo, that I 
inftantly dropped the moufe. This kind of torpor in the arm continued 
for a quarter of an hour and upwards; and even the remembrance of it 
was accompanied with a kind of averfion. I did not know that this a- 
nimal had any electrical property, but the above-mentioned obler vation 
gave me an undoubted proof of it. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &e. 


To this account we can only add a wih, that other ingenious perfons 
may repeat, with more attention, an experiment fo ealily tried, in or- 
der to eftablith a fact fo fingular, and which might open the way to far- 
ther difcoveries relating to animal economy. 

Dr. Cotugno is a perion well known in the learned world for his great 
knowledge in anatomy; in which branch he has made fome important 
diicoveries He has been for many years profeflor of anatomy in the 
vuniverfity of Naples. The chevalier Vivenzio is likewife a phytician in 
the iame city. 
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*€ Unthought of frailties cheat us in the wife.” 


HO could fuppofe that the following pictures came not from the 
pencil of malignity, but of truth? Who could imagine that Locke 
was food of romances! that Newton gave implicit credit to the dreams 
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of judicial aftrology ? That Clarke valued himfelf more for his agiliry 
than his fcience? and that the liberal writing, and poetic Pope, was an 
arrant epicure? 

This picture of human frailty may be extended, as the portraits are 
numerous. Queen Elizabeth was a coquette—the great Bacon was in the 
conftant practice of taking bribes. On the eve of an important battle, 
the Duke of Marlborough abuled his fervant for extravagance, in light- 
ing too many candles. Luther was fo immoderately paffionare, that he 
frequeatly boxed the cars of Melanécten; and Melanéton himlelf was a 
believer indreams. Cardinals Richlieu and Mazarine were (o fuperfti- 
tious, as to employ and pealion Morin, a pretender to altrology, who 
calculated their nativities. Dryden’was allo a believer of altrology. 
Hobbes’s family believed the exiltence of gholts and goblins; and the 
great Tacitus, who appears in general to have been luperior to fuperiti- 
tion, was grotsly infected by it in particular infkances. 
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On GIVING ADVICE. 


F we examine our own hearts, and obferve attentively what is paf- 
fing around us in the world, lL beleve ict will be found that it is an ex- 
tremely difficult thing to give advice with luccefs, and very painful to re- 
Crive it without relentment. And as both thele reatons are often to be met 
with in the fame perfon, we are not to wonder if they operate unfavour- 
ably towards advice in general, even fo far as to warrant our laying 
that the giving of advice is now very rare, aod the taking of it {till more 
fo. Yet what can be more friendly than to give good advice, aod what 
more dangerous than to negleét it! Such is the queltion one is tempted to 
put on a flight glance of the jubject, but the more it is attentively confider- 
ed, the more we are inclined to helitate. 

It is one unhappy coniequence of modern manners that we are farther 
and farther removing from the primitive and fimple principles of human 
conduét ; ia this cafe it appears now a rude and unpolite thit gto give ad- 
vice. What can be more thucking than to offer any thing ot this kiod in 
a public company, even if danger be vilibly impending! nor would ic 
perhaps be one whic better received in private. 

Advice, it has been observed by fome writers, is difagreeable, becaule 
it implies a degree ot (uperiority which vanity cannot brook, and felt- 
conceit in the extreme will relent. And true it is, giving advice implies 
a certain degree of wildom, which the perion to whom the advice is 
directed, is iuppofed not to poflets. But at the lame time, this, if pro- 
perly confidered, may not after all be a degree of fuperioriy. One man 
may kaow more of a inabje ct than another, but it may happen at the lame 
time that their col/elive ux/dems, it | may ule the phraie, when com- 
pared together, may ve periectiy equal. Untlerent men have diiferent 
ways of coniadering matters, and one man may from curiolity have ac- 
quired a greater knowledge of certain affairs than another, who is, per- 
haps, buying his experience by practice. The molt niterate of Su 
Iiaac Newton's acquaintance were more than a match for him in the re- 
Ofeber, 1791. Gg 
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‘ On giving Advice. 


gulation of family matters; yet that great philofopher did not appear in. 
Jertor to them on that account. 

Very often, therefore, what our pride fuggefts to us as an affeéted (u- 
periority in our advifer, ought to be conlidered only as a temporary ad. 
vantage he has gained over us, which we may at any time equal in our 
own way. 

In giving advice, it is neceffary to have a thorough knowledge, of 
the perion with whom we take this pains. We fhall otherwile defeat 
our purpole. The proud mutt be treated with art and humility. The 
humble with gentlenets and lenity. There are fome perfons wit 
whom a conicioulnels of having done wrong is almoft coeval with the 
fault infel& Where we can dilcern that this is the cale, our advice is 
unneceflary, or if given muft be given with great caution. It requires 
a delicate management to touch a wounded mind. Where we only 
think we difcern this confcioulnels of error, we are to ule a very great 
degree of tendernefs. Indeed, as advice is generally given to thofe 
we love, and the pain of giving and receiving is frequently mutual—there 
is on the one hand a fear left we leffen their refpect for us, and make 
them think us auttere and forbiddicg, and on the other Wand, there isa 
depreflion of mind on which, not unfrequently, pride operates very un- 
towardly, 

With many, Lam aware that felf-conceit is the parent of advice. Self- 
conceited perfons are {fu full of their own perfections, that they confider 
themlelves as born to rectify the errors of the reft of mankind, and in 
order that thefe errors may be worth rectifying, they magnify them with 
a degree of uncharitablenefs, which, though it originates in felf-conceit, 
end may occafionally be well meant, often ends in downright malice, 
and a flanderous difpofitioa. Self-conceited people are not likely to do 
much good, be their meaning what it may. They make no allowance 
for human infirmity; aad they give their advice, not with humility, 
not with that diffilence which attracts attention and conciliates efteem, 
but witi a haughty, pofitive, and dogmatical arrangement of manner, 
looks, and werds. This can no do youd, and may do much harm. 

“ Rich gifts wax poor, when givers prove unkind.” 
And advice ever fo good, or feafonable, lofes all its advantages, when 
given in a dictatorial, churlith, and proud manner. 

It is neceffary, befides a knowledge of the perfon, to know the thing 
itfelf about which we are giving our advice. It is an error not very 
uncommon, for many perions to oifer their advice in matters of which 
they are wholly ignorant. It is pollible they may ftumble on what is 
right, but as they much oftener betray their ignorance, they lofe their con- 
fequence with the party, who will certainly follow his own opinion, ra- 


ther than that of one who is obvioully ignorant of the matter he pretends 
to regulate. ’ 


Thote who are ever ready with their advice, are not always the moft 
acceptable advifers. For though wildom is in this world {cattered among 
us in different proportions, which feems wilely done to link us together 
in fociety,yet there are {ome perfous who, ia certain cafes, will not ad- 
mit the advice of a fecond perfon. In family matters, for inftance, ads 
vice is generally unfeafonable, and many contider it as very impertinent, 
waile others regard it as no lels dangerous. A man and his wile who 
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fhall be quarrelling, if a third prejumes to advife, will frequently unire 
as raintt him asa common enemy. He may, indeed, depend on mak 
an enemy of one at leaft of the parties, which made a perion once fay, 
that he had much rather judge between enemies than between frie: 
for in judging between two enemies, fayshe, | generally make a frie 
but in judging between two friends | make an enemy. 

There is one event in life where a great deal of, no doubt, very 
good advice is daily thrown away, aud yet where people will ever con- 
unue to bettow their unfolicited counfel—I mean mgrriage—I1 know not 
how it happens, but the fact is, that no looner does a man annonsce his 
pur pofe of marriage than advilers flock from all quarters. Whether he 
be at, or beyond, the years of difcretion, his friends invariably confider 
him as {tanding ia need of advice in this matter. And perhaps my rea- 
ders will be puzzled to recollect a cale of marriage, in which the objec- 
tions of the friends did not far exceed their approbation. In this cale, 
too, the party is not only counfelled by thofe who may have a right to 
give an advice, or who may know fomething of the matter, but by the 
whole circle of his male aud female acquaintance; maids, wives, and 
bachelors, are all againft him, as if he were about to commit a robbery, 
and they thought it their duty to warn hin of the dau; ger. It. happens, 
too, unfortunately for him, that there are fo many circumitances to be 


salen into the accuunt, in matrimonial cales, that be his acquaintance 
ever fo extenfive, they may all have a fhare in the bulinets. a lhe lady 
he is about to wed, is of tome age or other: fhe muft have a fortune or 
no fortune, it mutt be large or imall, or neither one or other, or in tuch 
and {uch funds, or granted on certain terms, or tettled ina particular 
way. She muft have a pe: fon too, tall, th. wt, thin, fat, fair, black, 
brown; the muft have a voice, a temper, a difpotition; a certain fi 
tion in life, and fifty other et ceteras. He, sont is to be anatomized 
in the fame manner, and it will invariably be found, that when the opi- 
nions on all thefe different points are compared, the decifion is in favour 
of celibacy. Mach as | value and refpect good advice, | ‘irmly velieve 
that no man ever yet mariied with the tull confent of all his friends, and 
that if all men were to liften to the advices given on fuch occations 
marriages would be tcarce indeed. 
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I have fometimes thougtit that many people, no wile a pparently con- 
cerned in the matter, give their advice, becaule they think that thote who 
are materially concerned, and who ought to give their advice, neglect 
this impotrant dury. And it mutt be contelled, there is too much trurh 
in the latter part of this feutence. By an unhappy error in education, 
many parents have advanced their ciykiren to a premature manhood. 
The confequence of this is the decline of parental authority, and trom a 
like error it has happened, that parents have totally lett oucuhivated that 
important part of their duty, the art of giving advice. Hence it is not 
uncommon for parents to complain that their hearts are almoft broken 
by the behaviour of 2 : 
growe up and fettled in the world, but of boys and girls, who, in for- 
mer days, would have been contidered as fit objects of cl haftifeme ent. 

it is certain, that to be able to advife children, fo.as to convince them 
that their good is your only object, is a great art: it is, indeed, the per. 





of whom? not of their Oe and daughters 


fection vl the parental dury—but at the fame time, if it be segilected 
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236 Hints concerning Plafter of Paris. 


when they are young, it comes too late afterward, and they buy, wy 
dear experience, what an attentive parent might have conferred, and a 
willing child received, with every advantage, and no expence whatever, 
either of character, morals, or fortune. 

In giving advice, books have an advantage over men. A good book 
may be conflidered asa feries of advices. It cannot offend, becaufe it is 
always at the eader’s option to proceed or lay it by, It faves him like. 
wife the mortification which oral advice fometimes creates; for here he 
may blufh in fecret, and amend at his leifure. Authors, however, with 
an eye to the pride and perverlity of human difpofitions, have found ie 
neceffiry to ftudy the art of pleafing as well as inftruétion, and thofe 
boeks in which amufement and inftruction are mixed, meet with the 
moft general reception in the world. 

Before I conclude, I may mention that there is one clafs of people, 
from whom we may be always fure to reap advantage, if we liften to 
them. Thefe are our ENEMIES, and I am perfuaded we owe more to 
them than we are often willing to acknowledge —It may be objected, 
that they exaggerate our faults, and that they afcribe to as faults of 
which we are innocent. As to the firft, they oblige us by magnifying a 
fault, fo shat it appears in its mott fhocking colours; and as to their accuf- 
ing us of what we never committed, they may call our attention to the 
enormity of acrime, which perhaps we may have been about to commit, 
and are thus warned againtt it. 
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Hints for afcertaining the Properties of Puaster of Paris, 


From an Addrefs to the Burlington Society for the Promotion of Agricul- 
ture and Domeftic Manufactures: By their Prefident, John A. de Nor- 
mandie, Elq. 


HE experiments hitherto made concur in juftifying plafter of Parié 

as a cheap and beneficial manure, but whether it acts on the earth 
as a ftimulant, exciting it to give up its contained food, or affords food 
for vegetables, experience has not determined; the accounts with which 
we have been furnithed, by different experimentalitts, greatly vary, but 
m iy not this have arifen from a difference of foil, or a different mode of 
applying it? experiments made with judgment and precilion, and com- 
municaied with fidelity, mult afcertain its tuture utility; but then the na- 
ture of the foil, whether dry, gravelly, or fandy, or a ftrong loam, or 
a clayey one, inclining to wet, or rich bottoms, fhould be carefully attend- 
ed to; the ftate the earth was in when put on, whether as a top drefling 
on a furface covered with vegetables, or on the frefh earth juft after fow- 
ing the feed; the mode of doing of it, the time of day when done, the 
jealon of the year, the quantity on an acre, and its produce. Asa top 
dceffing on a grats {ward, no doubts remain of its (uperior utility ; applied 
to Indian corn and pompiuns on the hills, after the plants appear above 
ground, has proved greatly prodyctive; and 1 have been informed it has 
the fame effect on peas, cabbages, and other productions of the garden. 
Inclays, and rich loamy foils, and in molt drained meadows, it is {aid to 











Mineral Nitre difcovered at Molfetta. 239 


afford little or no afliftance ; but in gravelly and light dry foils, its effects 
are almoft beyond credibility. Whence this difference? doesit arife from 
the great cohefion of the tough, clayey, and loamy foils, requiring a lar- 
ger proportion of the manure to divide its parts, fo as to afford the roots 
a free paflage to extend themfelves in fearch of food? or is the quantity 
(as what has been generally ufed is from 4 1-2 to 7 bufhels on the acre) 
by increafing that cohefion, too large for fuch foils? experience muft deter- 
mine the queition. 

One property of the plafter of Paris is worthy your notice ; that is, its 
folubility in water 5 as in it, it will entirely diffolve: A pint of water will 
bé“fully faturated with about 4 1-2 grains of the ftone, when it will dif- 
fulve no more. Hence, may it not in clays, loam, and rich bottoms, meet 
with a quantity of, moifture which fuch foils greatly retain, fufficient fur 
its folution ; and, by the additional gravity that folution acquires, fink into 
the earth to a depth below the roots of grais, and to them become ulele{s? 
But this, with great deference, | offer as a poflible cunjeciure. 
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Naples. 
(From the Irartan Mercury. ] 


EW difcoveries are generally fubjeft to great oppofition, fome- 

times the meritof novelty is denied to an author ; at others, his in- 
tegrity is {ufpected; or theories are held up incompatible with practice, 
before the iffue has been feen; or fometimes facts themfelves are profcri- 
bed, becaule they ill accord with pointed arguments, founded on the ba- 
fis of reipectable authorities. But is not the authority of facts greater 
than that of any objection? Can we pretend that ir is poffible for our ar- 
guments to prefcribe limits to the operations of nature? How weak we 
are: Al] the authorities that have been, are, or fhall be, will never anni- 
hilate a fact; though a fingle faér, well authenticated, will be fufficient 
to deftroy a library of metaphylfical arguments tothe contrary. The ai- 
tre mimes of Molfetia, dilcovered by the Abbe Fortis, in 1783, have 
been fubject ro the ulual viciffitudes. This dilcovery was firlt thought a 
mere dream, and it was pofitively affirmed that mineral nitre could nat 
poflibly exilt. The Abbe Fortis well knew the fallity of {uch an opinion ; 
and all thole knew it, who had in the leaft peruled the works of mineral- 
ogifis. in his “ Hiftorical Philofophical Memoir, reipeéting Mineral 
Nitre,” he fufficiently thews to all thole who had fo readily tubieribed to 
fuch an opinion, that there are in many places of the earth, mines of 
nitre, and that thefe have been known many years. In the lait winter 
the Abbe Fortis fent me, befides (ome curious pieces of mitrous chryfalli- 
zation, fragments of that floue which he looked on as the mou/d of his 
nitre. This is a calcareous ftone, of a fullied white colour, ef a fine com. 
pact texture, and which, perhaps, might be capable of being polished; 
but I have not made the experiment. To prelerve this ftone trom bu- 
midity, and the external air, I placed it ia a glafs veffel, covered with 
many folds of paper, and kept it in a glais cafe. 1 examined i¢ in the 


MINERAL Nirre difcovered at Molfetta in the Kingdom of 


oo” 

































ee 
















t 
rt 
LA 


th 


- 
' 


oe 


ete ee? 


er 


ee 


oor ere 











—————E—E——————— ee = —— = —) 


238 Singular Account of a Female Surgeon. 


beginning of April, and the pieces of ftone were all covered with a fine 
efflorefcence of nitre, which was very vifible, even where the pieces 
had been broken. By the end of the month, I found all thofe {mall {tones 
covered with the moft beautiful nitre. Every thing being replaced, | 
waited till the end of May to examine it again; wien, to my great {a- 
tisfaction, the truth was ftill more confirmed, by a freth and beautiful 
efflorefcence of nitre. After this, can we {till doubt whether the ni. 
tre mines of Molfetta are mineral or artificial? If this is not a real 
mine, what is fo? I could not conceal this faét, without being deficient 
in the homage due totruth. I have engaged in this the more willingly, 
on account of the’ malicious, ftrange, and contrary opinions which have, 
oe time, been prevalent in the extreme of Italy, in which you 
Tellue, 
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SINGULAR ACCOUNT of a FemMaLe SURGEON, 


(From the fame. ] 


Florence, 1788. 


UR city has lately been witnefs to a very fingular phenomenon in 

the hiftory of literature. A female underwent a public examina- 

tion, before all the college of phyficians and furgeons; and, to the fur- 
prife of every one, proved tuperior to all expectation. 

This extraordinary lady is Mrs, Maria Petruncini Ferretri, of Bag- 
nacavallo; who, defirous of rendering herlelf ufeful to mankind, and 
efpecially to many of her own fex, who often, through perbaps too 
great modefty, but natural to female education, fall viétims to their own 
delicacy, has applied herfelf with fuch affiduity to the ftudy of furgery, 
that, in the fpace-of a year, fhe has enabled herfelf to add to fcience, 
to her fex, and to her country, an honour and aavantage, of which, in 
the prefent manner of bringing up female youth in Europe, it will be 
difficult to hear of another example. 
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Decifion of a Gontroverfy re/pecting Virci.’s Toms; which 
may ferve as an ufefui Caution to Travellers. 


AN Y travellers have afferted their having feen a blooming laurel 

on Virgil’s tomb, and others have devied the fact; this has given 
rife to av obitinate coniroverly between the two parties. Many letters 
on the fubject having been inierted in the Journal de Paris, the editor, 
wearied withthe number, had determined to publifh no more; ull two, 
futiicient to reconcile all contradictions, were offered to him. Thete there- 
fore, he inferted. The following are abridged tranflations of them. 

“ In 1772 and 1773, | made a voyage to Italy ; and having arrived at 
Naples, 1 weat to vilit the grotto of Pofilippo, and look for the laurel, 
which I conceived to be very majeftic. The Cicerone pointed out a lit- 
tle fhrub, which had elcaped wy obfervation. is this, faid 1, that fa- 
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An Account of the Tranflaticns of the Bible. 239 


mous laurel, which, for fo meny centuries, has afforded fo. many branches 
to travellers? I threw a few carlins on the ground, to indace him to goto 
fome diftance whilft I plucked the branch, which 1 diicovered to have 
been newly planted. Do you thus deceive travellers, faid I, turning to 
the Cicerone? Any body, anfwered he, provided there is money to be 
got. It is as ealy to plant a laurel on the tomb of Virgil, as to fabricate 
camaieus in the manufactures ot Rome; or paint, on {moked canvas, the 
wretended originals of the Lombard and Roman {chools. I have feen co- 
pies of Paul Veronefe, Parmegianino, and Guido Reni, told as undoubted 
originals ; and valued by the purchalers in proportica to their high price. 
But what aftonifhes me is, that, for fo long a time, travellers are aot a- 
ware of this {pecies of impofition.”’ 

The writer of the other letter fays, ‘* Count Thecle writes, that be- 
ing laft year at Naples, he went to vilit the pretended tomb of Virgil, and 
eatily plucked the laure!, which had been but lately planted. Hence the 
reafon why many may have feen it, many will fee it, and fome may 
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A comprebenfive Account of the various TRANSLATIONS 
of the Hoy Scriptures. 


[Prefixed to W. Youno’s Edition of the Biare.] 


H E Providence of God is particularly manifefted in the prefervation 

of the Holy Scriptures. Teo the Jews were committed the Oracles 

ef God, and fo faithful have they been to the facred truft, that when co- 

pies of the law or the prophets were traatcribed, they not oaly diligenr- 

ly compared the one with the other, bat even counted the number of let- 
ters in each book, and compared the numbers. 

In like manner, Chriftians have always manifefted the greateft care, 
not only when they tranfcribed, but allo when they tranflated the Scrip- 
tures into their refpective languages. No fooner did the Gofpel {pread 
through the nations, than it was found ne ceflary to tranflate the Bible for 
each, into its proper language. Thole who were favoured with the light 
of the Gofpel at the molt early periods, have therefore the moft ancient 
tranflations. Some affirm that the five books of Mofes, and that of Jothua, 
were tranflated into Greek before the days of Alexander the Creat. But 
the moft remarkable tranflation of the Old Teftament is called the Septu- 
agint, which, if the opinion of fome eminent writers isto be credited, was 
made in the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus, about 2£0 years before the 
Chriftian era. At any rate, it is undoubtedly the molt ancieot' thar is 
now extant, and on many accounts delerving notice, though not to be 
put on a level with the Hebrew text, as has been fometimes done. 

Other trantlations of the Old Teftamentr, into Greek, were made, from 
A. D. 128 to 200. It is generally believed that the church of Antioch 
was favoured with a Syrian vertion of the Bible, in the year 100. The 
Ethiopians, of Abytlinia, have a verfion of the Bible, which they alcribe 
to Frumentius, of the fourth century. Chryloftom, who lived in the end 
of the fourth, and Theodoret, who lived in tae middle of the fith century, 








ego «=. An. Account of the Tranflations of the Bible. 


both inform us, that they had the Syrian, Indian, Perfian, Armenian, 
Ethiopic, Scythian, and Samarian verftons, The aucieat Egyptians had 
the (criprures tranflated into their language. The Georgians have a ver. 
fion in their ancient language. The vertion in ule among the Ruflians, in 
the Sclavonic tongue, is faid to have been written by Cyril their apoftie, 
The moft ancient German tranflation is fuppofed to have been made by 
Ulphilus, A. D. 360. The Old Teftament of all thefe verfions, excepe 
the Syrian, is taken from the Septuagint. 

The famous Latin traaflation of the Bible, called the Vulgate, which is 
now, and has been for many ages, of authoriry ia the church of Rome, 
is of great antiquity. It is by fome faid to have beea written, or at leaf 
copied and improved, by Sr. Jeroin, in the fourth century ; probably the 
jaft was the cafe, for there exiited before his time a Latin verfion, which 
Auguftine calls the Italian, Jerom the Vulgate, and Gregory Nazeazen, 
the ancient verfion. In the year 1290, Peter De Vaux t:anflated the Bi. 
ble into French; and about the fame time the Spanilh tranflation was 
made. There have been many tranflations, both into French and Spa. 
nifh, fince that time. The Polifh verfion was publifhed A. D. 1390; and 
the firtt Italian Vertion A. D. 1471. Luther compoted his verfion of 
the Bible, in the German language, between the years 1521 and 1532; 
and what is remarkable, not only the Popifh tranflations, but thofe of the 
Proteftants, for a contiderable time after the reformation, were made, not 
from the Hebrew of the Old, and Greek of the New Tetftament, but 
from the Latin of the Vulgate. We are told that, early in the fixteenth | 
century, the Bohemians took their firft verfion from the Vulgate; but | 
that towards the clole of that century, eight divines were employed to 
compofe another from the original text. 

We will now give fome account of the tranflations of the Bible into the 
Englith language. There have been fome who have aflirmed that A- 
delme, Bithop of Sherborn, who lived in the beginning of the 8th Cen- 
tury, tranflated the Pialms into the Saxon tongue. That however is un- 
certain, as fome of the beft hiftorians make no mention of it; yet it is 
poffible, as he was a man of great parts and of great learning for thele 
times; and faid to be the firft Englifhman who wrote in the Latin lan- 
guage. About the fame time, or a little after, Bede, commonly called 
the venerable Bede, tranflated fome parts of the New Teftament, fome 
fay the whole Bible, but that is not probable. Near two hundred years, 
later, king Alfred tranflated the Pfalms into the fame language. In 1382 
Wickliff finifhed his tranflation of the Bible, which is yet extant; that is 
to fay, there are copies of it in fome public and private libraries. Ail 
thefe tranflations were made from the Vulgate. In the reign of Heary 
Sth, feveral Editions of the Old and New Teftament were publifhed in 
Englifh ; one of the moft remarkable is that of William Tyndal in 1530, 
The tranflation of the New Teftament was made from the Original Greek, 
but probably the old Teftament either from the Latin of the Vulgate, or 
the Greek of the Septuagint. This was foon followed by the improve- 
mems of Coverdale and Mathews. By order of the king, Tonftal Siuhop 
of Durham, and Heath Bithop of Rochelter, made a new tranflation, 
which was publifhed in 1541; but not plealing Henry, was (upprefled by 
authority. In the reign of king Edward the 6ch, another tranflation was 
made, two editions of which were publifhed, one in 1549, and the other 
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intsst- In the reign of queen Elizabeth another tranflation was made, 
which, being revifed by fome of the moft learned of the Bitiops, went 
by the name of the Bifhop's Bible. This profefled to be tranflated from 








































the Hebrew of the Old Teftament, and the Greek of the New, though . 

in fome inftances, when there was a difference, it preferred the Septu- 

agint to the Hebrew. 
This laft circumftance, with fome others, induced king James the rft it 


to felect fifty four perfons, eminent in learning, and particularly well : it 
acquainted with the Original languages in which the Old and New Te- t? 
ftaments were written, to make a new tranflation of the whole Bible. In 
the year 1607 forty feven of thofe perfons, the other feven probably hav- | 
ing died, aflembled together, and arranged themielves into committees, : 
to each of which a portion was given to tranflate, They were favour- 
ed not only with the beft tranflations, but with the molt accurate copies, 


and the various readings of the Original text. After about three years : 
affiduous labour, they feverally completed the parts afligned them. They } 


then met together, and while one read the tranflation newly formed, the 
reft had each a copy of the Original text in his hand, or fome one of the 
ancient verfions, and when any difficulty occurred they flopr, till by com- 
mon confultation it was determined what was moft agreeable to the in- 
fpired Original. This tranflation was firft publifhed A. D. 1610, and 
is the one that has been, ever fince that time, printed by public author- 


ity, and generally uled in the Britifh dominions. lt may be added, with ; 

fafety, that it has been generally approved by men of leasning and piety, R 

of all denominations, of which its having never been fuperfeded by any 

other, for one hundred and eighty years, is a tuflicient proof. , I 
: 


Philadelphia, 1799. 
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To the preceding fhetch of thofe tranflations of the Sacred Volume,*which are, 4 
or have been, mifi generally known, we are happy in having it in our air a 
power to jay before our Readers the following account of, probably, the i | ol 
beft and mofl exienfive collection of Bibles in the world. ve 
HE prefent duke of Wittemberg, owner of this curious and valua- he | ie 
ble collection, in a letter of 3d January, 1759, to lignior Canon Wy x 
Bandini, at Florence, fays, ‘‘ The catalogue of we Bibles of Pattor ’ i, 
Lorck, which I procured at Copenhagen, contains but a third of thofe } 
which I have in my pofleflion. The whole of my colleétion of Bibles ‘ 


furpaffes the number of eight thoufand copies, all different one from the 
others; there are more than fifty- ne languages, weluding the dialects. 
I can fay, that it is unique in its kind. 1 thould with you to fee it one 
day, which would not fail to increafe its value in my eitimation. -My 
Engtith correfpondents have informed me of the intended edition of the 
old Greek Teftament, according to the veriion of the LXX, publithed 
in 1587.” 

Of this immenfe collection of Bibles, a cata! gue has been lately pub- 
Udiober, 1791. Hoh 
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lifhed at Altona, by profeffor Adler. This catalogue is divided into five 
parts. The firft contains the Hebrew ond Greek editions, and the Orj- 
ental tranflations, to the nomber of g9S articles. The fecond contains 
the editions in Latin, and other relative languages, to the number of 
1158. The third inclades the Teutonic, or German tranflations, con- 
fifting alfo of 1158 in number. The fourth part contains editions in En- 
glith, Dutch, Daaifh, Swedith, and other languages, particularly the nor. 
thern, to. the number of 774. The fifth confifts of an appendix, in 
which are comprifed the books of the apocrypha, the poetic paraphrafes, 
the harmonies of the Bible, the concordances, the hiftories, and the cuts, 
in number 1068. ‘* A collection of this nature ({ay the editors of a fo- 
reign Journal) cannot fail to render immortal, in the annals of litera- 
ture, the prince who glories, not only in poffefling it, but in communi- 
cating to the learned the moft accurate account of it.” 
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Simple mode of extracting frefh Water from falt Water. 


A Common hogfhead is provided with a falfe bottom, about three or 
four inches above the true one. The falfe bottom is perforated with 
a number of holes, and over them is placed a filter of flannel.—The barrel 
is then nearly filled with the fineft fand, beat down very hard: a tube, 
communicating with the {pace between the two bottoms, is extended to 
a convenient height above the top of the barrel. The fea water is poured 
into this tube ; and, prefling every way according to its altitudes, it en- 
deavours to force its way through the fand, tothe top of the barrel ; from 
whence, by this mode of filtration, it is drawn off freth, and fit for ule. 
Any other filter will do as well as flannel, provided it ftops the fand and 
admits the water. The faline particles being heavier, and perhaps dif- 
ferently formed, meet with ob{tructions from the fand, and are left be- 
hind.—The experiment is ealy, and promiies to be of great utility. 
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Account of an ExTRAoRDINARY MALApy. 


N feveral vallies of Italy, particuls:ly in the vallies of Piedmont, ma- 
I ny children, as they grow up, have monftrous wens formed on their 
throats; and it is oblerved, that fuch perfons are generally ftupid in an 
extraordinary degree, little thort of idiocy. A publication on this fub- 
ject, by Sig. Malacarne, profeffor of furgery, &c. has lately made its ap- 
pearance at Turin. This work is mentioned in a foreign Journal, but not 
fo fully as we could wifh. We can only learn, that Sig. Malacarne has 
made fundry anatomical obfervations on the brains of three men of thea- 
bove defcription, the refult of which he has publifhed ; and that he calison 
other able profeffors to join him, in making fimilar obfervations, that 
means may be found, if poflible, to correct this dreadful diforder, ¢i- 
ther by compreflions, an operation, or the cautery. 
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A fimple and efficacious Remedy for a Burn. 























e 
i- A Lady’s clothes having accidentally caught fire, fhe was fhockingly 
Is burnt, infomuch that her whole body was an entire fore. In her 
of diftraétion, the had recourfe to what came firft to hand, and this happen- 
\° ed to be honey, which had fo good 8n effect, that, at the end of nine ti 
ie days, fhe was cured by this remedy alone, 1) 
’ Ital. Mere. A 
in 
$y A hh od Be be be De De De me De De D> D> 
Sy 
The Force of Przyupice: An ANECDOTE. 
A+ 
i- R. Anders had repaired, for a dealer in pictures, a piece by Domi- 
nichino, and Mengs, the celebrated painter, was invited to fee it, 
while Anders was ftill in the room, working on other pictures. Mengs ; 
faw the picture, and praifed it much; he particularly admired the arm : 
of a little boy, which, having been quite effaced from the canvals, An- 
ders had been obliged torepaint. The reftorer, fmiling, thanked Mengs 
for his commendations, informing him that the arm was newly painted by 
himfelf. Mengs, though he efteemed Anders, bluntly replied, that he 
or fhould take care how he attempted to impofe on him, as he well knew what 
th was a mere repair, and what was Dominichino’s. Mr. Anders, withonc 
el replying, approached the picture with fome fpirit of wine; and, while . 4 
ey Mengs turned his head, blotted out the arm, with that facility with which ‘ 
to freth painting is removed. Mengs turned round, was convinced of the 
ed truth, and fententioully obferved—“ You are right—the arm was paint- ih ; 
n- ed by you— But | know not whether I ought to congratulate or condole + 
mu with you. Since you are able to perform in this manner, you ought to be 
ie. a painter, and nota repairer.” 
nd 
Ife 
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Advantages enjoyed by the People of the Unitren Srartes. 
: 
HE author of an elogy on Americus Vefpucius, publithed at Vero- | 
na, in 1738, prelages the future great refs of America in very \ ‘ 
glowing language. “* The laft people in improvement (he remarks) al- eg 
in ‘ays advance with greater and quicker paces, than thofe who preceded L A | 
cir the.a; as their minds are not fj potled by old iyftems; their intelle&s not rey t 
a weakened by the impofing dicts . sof authority; their reafon not cor- ; 5 
ib- rupted by the pr ejudi ces of fi remo ng ages.”” He concludes with a beau- }) 
sD. tiful apottrophe to the Americans, in which he exhorts them to acknow- ' 
. ledge the benefits they have derived from the dilcover y of V« r %, 


and duly to improve the numerous and in portant advat tages they er 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 


History of the AMERICAN REVOLUTION 
[Continued from page 156.) 
Campaign of 1777. 

HE adherents to the Britith caufe were now the more numerous, 

asthe taking of Philadelphia was looked upon, by many fhort. 
fighted politicians, as decifive of the fate of America. Such perfons did 
not reflect, that although in other countries, pofleffion of their capital 
had often been followed by a general fubmiflion, yet the cafe was wide. 
ly different in America, where the ftate of the public mind, and not the 
jo{s of any particular place, was the great criterion from which-any pro- 
bable conjecture could be formed refpeéting the iffue of the war. Ina 
country fo extenfive and fo peculiarly circumftanced, the acquifition of 
a tingle city could avail the enemy but little, fo long as the great body of 
the people were firmly determined to perfevere to the laft, in defence of 
thofe rights, without which they confidered life itfelf as a burden. Some, 
however, who viewed the capture of the city in a lefs important light, 
were of opinion, that the luxuries of the place, and the fecurity which 
the enemy now enjoyed, might'Tather tend to enervate their troops, 
and render them avertfe from thofe ative exertions to which neceflity had 
hitherto continually impelled them. It was {aid that Sir William Howe 
might now be confidered as in a fituation fomewhat fimilar to that of 
Hannibal, when, with an army capable of over-running all Italy, he 
tock up his winter quarters in Capua, the luxuries of which, witha 
relaxation of that rigid dilcipline to which his men had been accuftom- 
ed, liid the foundation of that feries of misfortunes and defeats which 
enlued, and terminated at length in the ruin of his country. Dr. Frank- 
lin, defirous of preventing any unfavourable impreflions in France, from 
the iuccefs of the enemy on this occafion, ingeniouflly obferved, that, 
“* Inftead of faying that fir William Howe had taken Philadelphia, it 
would be more proper to fay, that Philadelphia had taken fir William 
Howe.” 

When the Britith troops had taken poffeflion of the city, their firft 
object was the erecting of batteries to command the river, and fecure 
themfelves from the fire of the American veflels. While they were thus 
employed, the American frigate Delaware, of 32 guns, anchored within 
§00 yards of the unfinifhed works, and, being feconded by fome fmaller 
veifcis, commenced a heavy cannonade, both upon the batreries and 
town; but upon the falling of the tide the ran aground, and was jvon o- 
bliged to furrender. The other veflels, unable to refilt the fire of the 
enemy, retired, with the lols of a {chooner, which was driven afhore. 

Philadelphia was yet inacccflible by a fleet, by reafon of the obftruc- 
tions in the river, and the ftrong’ batteries that had been erected for its 
defence. Lord Howe, who had failed for the Delaware, immediately 
after the battle of Brandywine, was therefore obliged to come to anchor 
along the fhore, from Keedy-!fland to New-Caltle. 

General Wafhington, having been reinforced by 1500 men from 
Peek’s-kill, and 1000 from Virginia, aud having received intelligence 
that general Howe had deiached three regiments for the purpole of 
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reducing the forts on the Delaware, refolved to attack the Britifh main 
body, pofted at Germantown. Their line of encampment croffed the 
town (which confifts of one long ftreet) at right angles, near its cen- 
tre; the left wing extended from the town to the Schuylkill; and both 
wings were covered by advanced parties. The gothregiment, anda bat- 
talion of light infantry, were pofted on the Chefnut-hill road, three quar- 
ters of a mile in advance. And Lord Cornwallis lay at Fhiladelphia, with 
four battalions of grenadiers. Such was the fituation of the Britifh army. 

On the evening of the 3d of October, the Americans marched from 
their encampment at Skippach creek, diftant from Germantown 18 miles, 
with a view, if poflible, tocommence their attack early next morning, be- 
fore the enemy fhould be apprized of their intention. General Wathing- 
ton, apprehenfive that his troops, from the want of difcipline, were on. 
fir for a long engagement, resolved to make a fudden and vigorous onfer, 
and if nnfuccefsful, to retreat with as much expedition as poflible. The 
divifions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Conway’s brigade, were to 
enter the town by way of Chefnut-hill, w hile general Armitrong, with 
the Penn{fylvania militia, fhould fall down the Manatawny road, and fall on 
the left and rear of the Britith. The divifions of Greene and Stephens, 
flanked by M‘Dougal’s brigade, were to enter the town by the Lime- 
kiln road; while the Maryland and Jerfey militia, under generals Small. 
wood and Furman, were to march by the old York road, and fall upon 
the rear of the enemy’s right. Lord Sterling, with Nafh’s and Max- 
well’s brigades, were toform a corps de referve. 

General Washington accompanied the divitions of Sullivan and Wayne, 
and expected that the Britith, if informed of his march, would be prepared 
to receive him on Chefnut-hill. Upon finding that this was not the cafe, he 
hoped that the enemy would be completely (urprifed. They had difco- 
vered his approach, however, about three o’clock, and the troops were 
immediately called to arms. About fanrife, on the 4th of Otober, the 
Americans commenced their attack on the divilion which was advanced 
on the Chefnut-hill road. Thefe corps, alter a fhort, bat fevere con- 
flit, gave way, and were vigoroufly purlued into the village. Lieutenant 
colonel] Mufgrove, with fix companies of the goth regiment, took poft 
in Mr. Chew’s ftrong ftone boule, which lay tuli in front of the Ameri- 
cans. This circumftance had confiderable influence in determining the 
fortune of the day. From an adherence to the military maxim, of never 
leaving a fort poiiefled by an enemy in the rear, it was determined to 
attack the party in the houfe; though fome of the oflicers were of o- 
pinion, that it would be better to Jeave a party to watch the houfe, and 
purfue the advantages they had alreacy obtained. 

In the mean time general Greene had attacked the right wing. Colonel 
Matthews, of Greene’s divilion, routed a party oppoted to him, and 
made 110 prifoners; but, there being a thick tog, he loft fight of the 
brigade to which he belonged, and was taken prifoner, with his whole 
regiment. A confiderable part of Greene’s divilion were {tupped by the 
halting of the party before Chew’s houle, where nearly one balf of the 
American army remained, for fome time, inactive. This delay, to- 
gether with the caution which the darkeels of the moi ning rendered 
neceflary, gave the Britilh time to recover from the eiiects of their 
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firft furprife ; and the early promifing appeafances, on the part of the 
affailants, were {peedily reverfed. . 

During this fatal inactivity on the part of the Americans, general 
Grey, with three battalions, affifted by general Agnew at the head of 
his brigade, commenced a defperate attack, in which he was oppofed, 
for fome time, with great bravery; but another attack being made on 
the oppofite fide of the village, by two regiments, and general Grant 
advancing with the 49th regiment, to the afliftance of thole who were 
engaged with Greene’s column, the Americans were thrown into dif- 
order, and retreated with fome degree of precipitation, after having 
fupported a ftraggling kind of engagement for nearly three hours. Lord 
Cornwallis now arrived with a party of light horfe, and joined in the 
purfuit, which was continued for fome miles; but general Greene, who 
covered the retreat, managed matters fo well, availing himfelf of the 
advantages of the fog and a woody country, that the Americans did not 
fuftain much lofs in the retreat. The lofs of the royal army, including 
the prifoners and wounded, was fomething more than S00. Among 
their flain were brigadier general Agnew and lieutenant colonel Bird, 
The lofs of the Americans, including 400 prifoners, was upwards of 1000, 
Among the flain were genera! Nafh, of North-Carolina, and his aid de 
camp, major Witherfpoon.—An American general, who wasin the action, 
wrote fhortly after to his correfpondent as follows—‘“* At Germantown, 
fortune filed on our arms for hours. The enemy were broke, difperfed, 
and flying on all quarters. We were in poffeflion of their whole en- 
campent, together with their artillery park, &c.—A awind-mil/ attack was 
made on a houfe, into which fix light companies had thrown themfelves 
to avoid our bayonets—this gave time to the enemy to rally—our troops 
were deceived by this attack; taking it for fomething formidable, they 
fell back to aflift, in what they deemed a ferious matter. The enemy, 
finding themfelves no further purfued, and believing it to be a retreat, 
followed. Confufion enfued ; and we ran away from the arms of victory, 
ready to receive us.”’* 

Shortly after this engagement, general Howe moved his army from 
Germantown to Philadelphia, and turned his principal attention to the 
reduction of the forts on the Delaware, that he might be enabled to open 
a free communication between his army and the fhipping. 

Great exertions had been made by the Americans to fecure the city 
from any attack by the fhipping of the enemy. Befides thirteen gallies, 
two floating batteries, two zeveques, and a number of armed boats, fire 
flips and rafts, provided for this purpofe, great pains had been taken to 
erect ftrong forts in different places, where they could moft effectually 
command the navigation of the river. One, named fort Mifflin, had 
been erected on Mud-ifland, with a confiderable battery thereon, This 
ifland lies near the middle of the river, about 7 miles below Philadelphia ; 
and is a very advantageous poft for annoying veflels on their paflage up 
the Delaware. No veflels of burden can come up, but by the main chan- 
nel which paffes clofe to Mud-iiland, and is very narrow for more than a 
mile lower down. Direétly oppolite to this ifland, at the diftance of half a 
mile, acrofs the channel, on the Jerfey fhore, is an eminence, named 
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Red-bank, which overlooks not only the river, but the adjacent country. 
Here alfo a ftrong battery was erected. Between thele two forts the 
American naval armament, for the defence of the Delaware, enjoyed a 
fecure retreat. ‘Two ranges of chevaux de frife were allo funk in the 
channel. Thefe confifted of large pieces of timber, ftrongly framed to- 
gether, in the manner in which the foundations of wharfs, in deep wa- 
ter, are ulually conftructed. To the upper parts of thefe were faften- 
ed a number of iron fpikes, with barbed points projecting down the 
river; and the whole was funk by means of ftones, fo as to be about 
four feet under the furface, at low water. So immenfe were their 
weight and ftrength, that the deftruction of any veffel which thould 
ftrike pon them muft have been inevitable. Thirty of thefe machines 
were funk about three hundred yards below fort Mifflin, forming a dia- 
gonal line acrofs the channel. ‘The only paflage left was between twe 
piers, clofe to the fort, and could not be approached but in a direct 
line to the battery. It was alfo fecured by a ftrong boom. Fortitica- 
tions were erected on another high bank, om the Jerfey thore, calied 
Billingfport, lower down the river, oppofite to which was fuak another 
range of chevaux de frile, leaving only a narrow fhoal channel near the 
fhore. There was-alfo a {mall battery erected at the mouth of Mantua- 
creek, about midway between Billing{port and Red-bank,. 

To attempt either to weigh or cut through thefe, was a talk equally 
difficult ; nor could either be done unlets the forts ereéted for their de- 
fence were previoully reduced. Inthe beginning of Ottober, a confidera- 
ble detachment crofled the Delaware, for the purpote of diflodging the 
Americans from Billing!port ; and, on their approach, the place was eva- 
cuated. This enabled the Britith to cut away and weigh op fo much of the 
ehevaux de frife, notwithftanding the oppotition they met with from the 
gallies and armed veffels, as opened a narrow paflage for large thips 
tffrough the lower barrier. 

As the feafon advanced, ‘more vigorous means were taken for remov- 
ing the obftructions. To affilt in diflodging the Americans from fort 
Mifflin, batteries were erected on the Pennlylvania fhore; and a plan 
was concerted for attacking fort Mifilin and Red-bank at the fame ume. 
Couint Donop, with 2000 Heffians, croffed the Delaware, at Philadelphia, 
marched to Red-bank, and demanded a turrender of the fort, ia the molt 
peremptory terms. The garrifon confifted of 400 men, under col. Greene, 
OGeber 32 of Rhode-Ifiand, w ho returned for aniwer, “ i thall detend 

* it to the laft extremity.’”’ This was the fignal for an imme- 
diate attack, which was commenced with great fury, under the cover of a 
{mart cannonade This place having been intended for a much larger gar- 
rifon than it now contained, a line had been run within the fort, and the 
outer part evacuated. That part was eafily carried by the affailauts, who 
raifed a loud huzza for their fuppoted victory; but a fevere and well di- 
rected fire from the garrifon obliged them, after a defperate engagement, 
to retreat. They fultained a lois of 400 men, in killed and wounded. 
Count Donop was mortally wounded, and taken prifoner. The fecoad 
in command was alfo dangeroufly wounded. The detachment fuffered 
not only in the aflault, but in their approach to and retreat from the fort, 
by the fire of the American gallies and fiwating batteries. Congrefs re- 
folved that col, Greene fhould be prefented with a {word for his geod con- 
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dué& on this occafion. The attack on fort Miflin proved equally unfucces. 
ful. The thips could not bring their guns to bear, with any confiderable 
effect, upon the works. The Auguita, of 64 guns, and the Merlin floop 
of war, two of the Britith veflels that were engaged, got aground. The 
former, having caught fire, was blown up; and the latter was deferted 
by ber crew, who took refuge on board the other veffels, which were 
obliged to retire. 

While the Britith were intent upon the great object of opening the 
navigation of the Delaware, by a reduction of the forts, and the removaf 
of the chevaux de frife, an unexpected circumftance enabled them to 
carry their point, in a different way.—By the finking of the chevaux de 
frife the main current was obftructed, and the water diverted into a new 
channel. In confequence of this, the paflage between Mud-ifland and 
the Pennfylvania fhore wasfo much deepened, as to admit veflels of a 
conliderable draught of water. The Vigilant, « large thip, cut down fo 
as to draw but little water, and carrying twenty 24 pounders, made her 
way through this paflage, toa pofition trom which fhe was enabled to 
enfilade the works on the ifland, fo that this important poft was no longer 
tenable. Colonel Smith, of the Maryland line, who had defended the 
fort with great gallantry, from the latter end of September to the rth 
of November, was removed to the main. Onthe 5th of November, 
the enemy made a molt furious attack upon the fort; and major Thayer, 
of the Rhode-Ifland line, who had bravely taken charge of this danger. 
ous poft, asa volunteer, was obliged to evacuate it; but not before the 
works were almoft entirely beat down, every gun difmounted, and one 
of the Britifh thips fo near that fhe threw granadoes into the fort, and 
Killed the men, who were uncovered in the platform. The brave gar- 
rifon made a fafe retreat to Red-bank. Congrefs refolved that colonel 
Smith and commodore Hazelwood, fhould each be prefented with a {word, 
for their gallant defence of the Delaware.—Three days after the eva- 
cuation of Mud.ifland, the garrifon was alfo withdrawn from Red-bank, 
on the approach of lord Cornwallis, with a itrong detachmeut, prepared 
for an aflault.—Some of the American gallies and armed veilels efcaped 
to a place of fecurity above Philadelpla, by keeping clofe in with the 
Jerfey fhore; but feventeen, which could not be got oil, were abandon- 
ed by their crews, and burnt. 

Thus did the Britith at length gain a free communication between their 
army and thipping, an event to tiem very detirable ; for they had hither- 
to been obliged to bring their provifions tixteen miles by land, from Che- 
fter, at a confiderable rifk, and an enormous expence. The flowneis of 
their movements in the beginning of the fummer, however, added to the 
long and unexpected oppoiition they met with at Red-bank and Mud-ifl- 
and, effectually deranged their plans for the remainder of the campaiga, 
prevented them from deriving thofe advantages from the poileflion of 
Philadelphia which they had promited themtelves, and faved the adja- 
cent country from the mileries of a predatory war. : 

While fucceis attended the arms of the Britith under fir William 
Howe, the whole of their northern army, with general Burgoyne at 
their head, were made prifoners of war, as fliall be particularly re- 
Jated hereafter. General Wathington, having been confiderably reimfor- 
ecd, by a detachment from the army which had captured Burgoyne, ad- 
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vanced to White-marfh, within fourteen miles of Philadelphia, and en- 
camped in a {trong polition. The royal army having reduced the forts 
on the Delaware, and being reinforced by 4000 men from New-York, 
the Britith commander was now defirous ot bringing on a general engage- 
meat, and for that purpofe marched almoft his whole force from Phila- 
delphia, im the night of the 4th of December. Next morning, he appear- 
ed on Chefout-hill, about three miles in front of the right wing of the A- 
mericans. Here he manceuvred for fome days, chaoged his polition, 
marched and countermaiched, fometimes evincing an incliaation to at- 
tack the American encampment, infomuch that an engagement was ex- 
pected to take place every hour. Alihough general Wathington was in 
a better condition for a general engagement than he had been in any 
preceding part of the campaign, and although he withed to be attacked 


‘ in his encampment, yet he was fo advantageoufly poited, that policy for- 


bad him to relinquifh his fitwation. In this he was the more confirmed by 
the hope of being attacked. He could not think that general Howe had 
brought fo powertul an army from Philadelphia for mere purpoles of pa- 
rade; and prelumed, therefore, that, rather than return without effecting 
any thing, he would venture to attack him uader every diladvantage. 
Finding the Britith general, however, cautious of engaging, and that he 
inclined to the left of the Americans, general Wathingtoa forined the 
daring defign of attempting to furprife Philadelphia in the night; but, 
on the ninth of December, before this could be executed, the Britilh re- 
treated to the city, where they prepared to {pend the winter. 

Shortly after this, general Smallwood, with a confiderable body of 
the American troops, was pofted at Wilmington, on the banks of the 
Delaware; and general Wathington, with the main army, went into 
wioter quarters at Valley-forge, fixteen miles from Philadelphia. Many 
hundreds of the army were deftitute of thoes and ftockings, and might 
have been tracked on the froft, from White-marth to Valley-forge, by 
the blood of their feet. A great number of them were allo without 
blankets. Under thefe diftretsful circumftances, in the open woods, 
in the latter end of December, they were impelled by neceffity to un- 
dertake a very unufual mode of furnithing themfelves with winter quar- 
ters. This was to ereét huts for their accommodation. In thefe, many 
hundreds, who were almoft deftitute of clothes, and without biankets, 
were under the neceflity, in the {everett part of the winter, to (it up all 
night by the fires, inftead of enjoying reft in the ufual way. The hard- 
thips they fuftained were fo great, that their number was confiderably re- 
duced by ficknefs and death. Yet fuch was the {pirit of the times, that 
both general and men cheerfully tubmitted to every inconvenience, rather 
than retire to a more diftant and comfortable fituation, fince this would 
leave the country expoled to the depredations of the enemy. 


(To be continued.) 
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Account of JepepiaAH Buxtron—a Man of extraordinary 
Memory. 


IOGRAP HY furnithes us with many inftances of perfons remark. 

able for the ftrength of their memories, which, when we reflect on 
the extent of that faculty in the generality of mankind, might be confider. 
ed as fabulous, were not fome of them too well atrefted to be - doubted, 
Mithridates, who ruled over twenty-two nations, was acquainted with 
all their languages, and able to exprefs himfelf with fluency in each. 
Hortentius, one of the molt celebrated orators of ancient Rome, had { 
happy 4 memory, that after ftudying a difcourfe, though he had not writ. 
ten down a fingle word of it,. he could repeat it exaétly in the fame man. 
ner in which he had compoted it. His powers of mind in this refpect were 
really aftonifhing, and we are told that in confequence of a wager with 
one Sienna, he {pent a whole day at an auction, and when it was ended, 
he recapitulated every article that had been fold, together with the pri- 
ces and the names of the purchafers, in their proper order, without errio 
in one point, as was proved by the clerk, who followed him with his book, 
Lipfius, fo celebrated for his erudition, remembered the whole hiftory of 
Tacitus, and pledged himfelf to recite, word for word, any paflage 
that might be required, confenting, at the fame time, to allow a perfon 
to fland by him with a dagger, and to plunge it into bis body if he did 
not faithfully repeat the words of the author. Muret relates, that he di¢ta- 
ted one day toa young Corfican, an innumerable multitude of Greek, Latin, 
and barbarous words, all dittinét from each other, and that when he was 
tired of diétating, the Corfican repeated them without hefitation, in the 
fame order, and then repeated them in a reverfed order, beginning at 
the laft. Thefe examples are, no doubt, aftonifhing; but what is related 
of Jedediah Buxton, a poor, illiterate, Englith peatant, feems to exceed 
them all. 

John Buxton, the grandfather of this fingular charaéter, was vicar of 
Elmeton, a {mall village, not far from Chetterfield, in Derbyfhire ; and 
his father, William Buxton, was {chool-matter of the fame parith, where 
Jedediah was born, about the beginning of the prefent century. 

Notwithitanding the profefion of his father, Jedediah’s education 
feems to have been totally neglected, for he was never taught either to 
read or write. How he came firft to know the relative proportions of 
numbers, their powers and progreflive denominations, he never could 
remember; but to thefe objects he applied the whole force of his mind, 
and upon thefe his attention was fo conftantly rivetted, that he frequent- 
ly took no notice of external objects, and when he did, it was only with 
re(pect to their numbers. This propenfity of his mind to calculation ma- 
nifefted itfelf upon almolt every occafion, and feemed, like a kind of 
inftinét, to turn his thoughts continually to this one point. If any {pace 
of time was mentioned before him, he would foon afterwards fay, that 
it contained fo many minutes; and if any diftance, he would aflign the 
number of hair-breadths in it, even when no queftion was afked him by 
the company. 

By this method, he greatly increafed the powers of his memory with 
re{peét to figures, and Stored up feyeral common produéts in his mind, 
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fuch as the number of minutes in a year ; of hair-breadths in a mile; and 
many others, to which he could have immediate recourfe when nece ff ary. 

When he once comprebended a queftion, which he could not do without 
fome difficulty, and after a certain length of time, he began to work 
with amazing facility, and would leave a long queftion half wrought, and 
refume it at the end of feveral months, beginning where he had broke off, 

and proceeding regularly till it was completed. 






ted, His memory, it appears, would have been equally retentive with re- 
with {pect to other objects, had he beftowed the {ame attention upon them; 
‘hh. but his perpetual application to figures, for which the powers of his mind 
ad {y feem to have been wondertully calculated, prevented him from making the 
writ. {malleft acquifition in any other branch of know ledge; and his idedson | that 
man. account were as confined perhaps as thofe of a boy of ten years of age, in 


the fame clafs of life. He was fometimes aiked, on his return from 
church, whether he remembered the text, or any part of the fermon; but 





ued, he never could repeat a fingle word of either, fo abforbed had his the ugh ts 
pri been, even during divine fervice, either in dividing fame time or {pace 
Ting into the fmalleft known parts, or refolving fome problem that had been 
ook, given him asa teft of his abilities. His power of abftraction was fo 
y of great, that nonoife whatever could difturb him; and when afked any qu 
Tage tion, he would immediately reply, and return to his calculations, with- 
rfon out any confufion, or the lofs of more time than his anfwer required. His 
did method of working was peculiar to himlelf, and by no means the fhorteft 
idta- or cleareft, as will appear by the following example : 
atin, Being required to multiply 456 by 378, he gave the product as foon 
Was as a perfon in the company had completed it in the common way, and 
1 the when requefted to work it audibly, that his method might be known, he 
ug at multiplied 456 firft by 5, which produced 2280; this he again multip lied 
lated by 20, and found the product 45600; which was the multiplicand mul- 
ceed tiplied by 100; this product be again multipled by 3, which produced 
136,800, the fum of the multiplicand multiplied by 300. It remained, 
ar of therefore, to multiply this by 73, which he effected by multiplying 2280 
and (the product of the multiplicand multiplied by 5) by 15; 5 times 15 be- 
here ing 753 this product being 34,200, he added to the 136,800, which was 
the multiplicand multiplied by 300, and this produced 171,000, which 
ation was 375 times 456. Tocomplete this cperation, therefore, he muiti- 
'r to plied 456 by 3, which produced 1368, and having added this ne ta 
as of 171,000, he found the product of 456 multiplied by 378, to be 172,368. 
sould By this it appears that Jedediah’s method of arithmetic was entirely 
vind, his own, and that-he was jo little acquainted with the common rules, as 
ent- to multiply 456 firft by 5, and the produét by 20, to find what furn it 
with would produce multiplied by 100; whereas h: id he added two cyphers to 
ma- the figures, he would have obrained the product all at once. 
d of A perfon who had heard of his aftoni{hing performances, meeting with 
pace him accidentally, in order to try his calculating powers, propoted to 
that him the following queftion: In a body whole three fides are 23,145,7%%9 
| the yards, 5164 2,732 yards, and 54,965 yards, how many cubical eigiths 
n by of-an inch? After once naming the feveral figures dittinctly one after 
the other, in order to aflure hit ufelf of the feveral dimentions, and fix 
with them in his mind, this felf-taught calculator immediately fell to work, 


amidit more than an hundred of his fellow- labourers, an d the propoler 
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of the queftion leaving him for about five hours, during which he cal. 
culated the anfwer with his pen, returned, and found Jedediah ready 
with his anfwer, which was proved to be exactly right. 

Another perfon propofed to him the following: Admit a field to be 

23 yards long, and 383 wide, what is the area? ———After the figures 
were read to him diftin@ly, he gave the true product, 162,009 yards, 
in the [pace of two minutes, for the propofer obferved by his watch how 
long each operation took him. The fame perfon afked him, how many 
acres the faid field mealured? and in eleven minutes he replied, 33 acres, 
1 rood, 25 perches, 20 yards and a quarter. He was then afked, how 
many barley-corns would reach eight miles. In a minute and a half he 
aniwered, 1,520,640 barley-corns. He was likewile atked, fuppoting 
the diftance between York and London to be 204 miles, how many times 
will a coach-wheel turn round in that f{pace, allowing the circumference 
of the wheel to be fix yards? In thirteen minutes he anfwered, 59,%40 
times. The next propofition was, if a tub or bin be 346 inches long, 
256 inches wide, and 94 inches deep, how many gallons liquid meafure 
will it hold, and what quantity of corn? His aniwer was, 3,454,464 lo- 
lid inches, or 1,768,685,568 half quarters of folid inches, making 
12,249,572 gallons liquid meafure, or 12,249 gallons 3 quarts and 24% 
inches; or 191 quarters 3 bufhels 3 quarterns, and a half quartern, re- 
mainder 34$ inches. He was then afked, fuppofe a canal is to be dug 
426 feet long, 263 wide, and two feet and a half deep, bow many cu. 
bical yards of earth muft be removed? After pauling a quarter of an 
hour, he anfwered, 10,373 yards 24 feet. 

He told the perfon who propofed thefe queftions to him, that from 
May the 17th, 1725, to June the 16th following, he was, according to 
his owa expreflion, druak with reckoning by his memory, after which 
he flept foundly for feven hours: but he added, that he would never a- 
gain attempt {o much, for fear of falling into the fame difagreeable fi- 
tuation. What he meant by being drunk, undoubtedly was, that his fen- 
fes were fo much ftupified as to render him incapable of bufinefs; and 
that this fhould be the cafe, will not appear at all wondertul, when we 
conlider the queftion that engaged his attention, which was in 202,680, 
000,360 miles, and each mile reckoned to be cubical, how many barley 
corus, vetches, peas, wheat, or:s, rye, beans, lintels, and hairs, each an 
inch long, would fill that {pace, reckoning 48 hairs in breadth to ao inch 
on the flat, as he found rhem to be? 

Though thefe inftances, which feem to be well authenticated, are {uf- 
ficient proofs of Jedediah’s aftonifhing ttrength of mind, for the further 
fatisfaccion of our curious readers, we fhall fubjoin the following. Be- 
ing atked, how long atter the firing of one of the cannons at Rettord, the 
report might be heard at Haughton Park, the diftance being five milew 
and fuppuiing found to move at the rate of 1142 feet in one fecond of 
time 5 he replied, after about a quarter of an hour, in 23 feconds Zshirds, 
aud that 46 remained. He was then atked, admit 3584 brocoli plants 
are (et in rows, four feet alunder, and tne plants feven feet apart, ina 
rectangular plot of ground, bow much land will thefe plants occupy? In 
near halt an hour, he faid 2 acres 1 rood 8 perches and a half.—The 
next queftion, however, exerciled al] his faculties, and he declared it 
was the hardeft he had ever met with, which evidently thews that he lad 
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never applied his thoughts to the cube-root, This queftion war, what 
dimenfions muft be given to a joiner to make a cubical bin that diall hold 
joft a quarter of malt, Winchefter mealore?—“ Notwithitanding the 
difficulty of this queftion,”’ fays the propoier, ** Jedediah was very de- 
firous to anfwer it befure it was too late in the evening, and after fome 
time, he faid to himfelf, there were nooks ini‘, but he would fift them about, 
He never regarded our talking, but fat as one heedlef{s of every thing a- 
bout him, except his pot of beer, which he took notice of. , 

“« I gave him no hints, help, or affiftance, but left it entirely to bim- 
felf, as I did the others, nor had he any thing in his hand to make any 
marks, (which I muft repeat, becaufe he makes all his computations by 
his memory ) and after about an hour, he told me it would be a lit:'e more 
than 254 inches on a fide, and that 26 inches would be too much, all 
which is very true and exact.” 

This extraordinary man would ftride over a piece of Jand or a field, 
and tell the contents of it with as much exaétnets as if he had meafured it 
by the chain. In this manner he meafured the whole lordfhip of Elme- 
ton, of fome thoufands of acres, belonging to Sir John Rhodes, and brought 
him the contents, not only in acres, roods and perches, but even in {quare 
inches. After this he reduced them, for his own amulement, into {quare 
hair-breadths, computing about forty-eight to each fide of the inch, which 
produced fuch an incomprehenfible number as appeared altogether afto- 
nifhing. 

The only objects of Jedediah’s curiofity, next to figures, were the king 
and royal family; and his defire to fee them was fo {trong that in the be- 
ginning of fpring, 1754, he walked up to London for that purpofe, bet 
was obliged to return difappointed, as his Majeity bad removed to Ken- 
fington, jutt as he arrived in town. He was, however, introduced to the 
Royal Society, whom he calledthe Volk of the Siety Court. The gentle- 
men who were then prefent, afked him feveral queftions in arithmetic, to 
prove his abilities, and difmiffed him with a handfome gratuity. 

During his refidence in London, he was carried to fee the tragedy of 
King Richard IIl. pertormed at Drury-Lane play-houle, aud it was ex- 
pected that the novelty of every thing in this place, together with the 
{plendour of the furrounding objects, would have fixed bim in aftonith- 
ment, or that his paflions would in forme degree have been routed by the 
a¢tion of the performers, even if be did not fully comprehend the dia- 
logue; but in the play-houle Jedediah’s thoughts were employed in the 


> 


fame manner as in church. During the dances, his attention was engag- 

ed in reckoning the number of iteps. After a fine piece of mufic, he de- 

clared, that the innumerable founds produced by the inftruments, per- 

plexed him beyond meafure; but he counted the words utered by Mr, 

Garrick ja the whole courie of the entertainment; and affirmed, that in 
ihe had perfectly fucceeded. 

The life of laborious poverty, which, for the moft part, is equally uni- 
form and obfcure, can afford little variety either to gratify cuniofry, or 
well the page of biography. The events of one day may exhibit a very 
jolt picture of thofe of a whole feries of years; and this appears to be the 
cale in refpect to Jedediah Buxton, in whom time changed nothing but 
his age, nor did the feafons vary bis employment, except that in winter 
he uied a flail, and in jummer a ling-hyok. 
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Born to no fortune, and brought up to no particular profeffion, he fup- 
ported himfelf by the labour of his hands, and though his talents, had 
they been properly cultivated, might have qualified him for acting a dif. 
tinguifhed part on the theatre of life, be purfued “ the noifelets tenor 
of his way,”’ fufficiently contented if he could gratify the wants of nature, 
and procure a daily {ubfiftence for himfelf and family. 

If his enjoyments were few, they feem to have been fully equivalent 
to his wifhes. Though favoured by nature in a very fingular manner, 
and though the powers of his mind raifed him far above his humble com. 
panions, who earned their bread in the like manner, by the fweat of 
their brow, ambitious thoughts never imerrupted bis repole, nor did he 
on his return from London, regret the lofs of any of thofe delicacies 
which he had left behind him. Fully fatisfied with his ruftic fare, he 
de{piled the luxuries of the great, and while his chief pleafure was to 
exercile his mind by calculation, he was {till of opinion that a flice of 
rufty bacon afforded the molt delicious repaft. It is to fuch characters 
as Buxton that the poet Gray alludes, in his Elegy in a Country Church- 
yard, where he fays, 


Full many a gem of pureft ray ferene, 
The dark, unfathom’d caves of ocean bear: 
Fo] many a flower is born to blufh unfeen, 
And wafte its {weetnefs on the defert air. 


The following is an authentic letter written by a gentleman at War- 
wick, refpecting this predigy. 

“‘ I fend you, agreeably to my promife, fome account of that furpriz- 
ing calculator Jedediah Buxton, a poor day labourer, who could neither 
read nor write, and yet, by the elearnefs of his head and amazing ftrength 
of memory, was able to work the moft intricate queftions in arithmetic, 
and to folve the moft difficult problems. When I faw him, which is now 
upwards of twenty years ago, he worked in the gardens of the late duke 
of Kingfton, at Ihorefby, in Nottinghamfhire; and I believe it was 
principally owing to that nobleman’s gardener (a man weil verfed in fi- 
gures) that Jedediah’s aftonifhing powers in calculation were firft tried. 
He had been frequently told by his fellow labourers of this faculty, and 
they defired the gardener to fet him a queftion, in order to try whether 
their report of him was true, which at lalt he did. The product of the 
queftion propofed confifted of thirty-fix figures, and when he had finifh- 
ed it, Jedediah afked the gardener at which end he thould begin. Being 
toll, Le was afked to call the figures over the contrary way, which he 
did without the Jeaft hefitation. He was then delired to multiply the 
thirty-fix figures by the fame thirty-tix, which he performed perfectly 
correét. The gardener afterwards detired he would inform him, how” 
many {quare yards Europe contained, which he allo performed with 
great exactnels; and at another time the old man undertook to calculate 
the (quare hair-breadths in the parith of Balbour, in Devbythive, at the 
requeit of a gentleman in that neighbourhood, which he executed to the 
entire fatisfaction of his employer, 

“* Sometimes he would omit the cyphers in his calculations, which con- 
fequently deranged the other figures, and put him wrong. He would 
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then feem much difpleafed with himfelf, but putting the fore finger of 
his right hand into the left, in a little time he would fet himfelf right. In 
fhort, his mind was as capacious as the ocean, for he would multiply a- 
ny number of figures either by the whole or any part of them, and at diffe- 
rent times, and ftore up the various products in his memory, fo as to 
rive you the anfwers, though it were ‘everal mouths after. Nay, he 
would work at feveral queftions at the faine time, that is, firft begin one, 
and work it half through, then another, and fo on, working in this man- 
ner fix or eight queftions, and would, either as foon as finifhed or feve- 
ral months after, tell the refule. 

‘¢ This extraordinary phenomenon was born at Elmeton, in Derbvy- 
fhire, and when this account was taken, viz. 14th January, 1764, at 38’ 
43” after three, P. M. he was, by his own calculation, fifty-fix years, ten 
months, one week, two days, nine hours, fifty three minutes, and forty 
three feconds old. He calculated his age likewile in days, in hours, in 
minutes, and in feconds. When any perion alked him to calcdlate a quef= 
tion, he would fit down, take off his old brown hat, and refting upon 
his ftick, which was generally a very crooked one, he would fet to 
work. He moftly wore on his head either a linen or a woollen cap, 
with a handkerchief thrown carelefsly round his neck, and lived to a- 
bout feventy years of age. 
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ANECDOTES. 


AN honeft tar hired a horfe to carry him a few miles, but before he 
had gone many yards, he found he pofleffed the ulual excedlencies 
of the unfortunate four-footed hirelings of the road, fuch as blindnets, 
lamenefs, ftumbling, &c. &c.—The tailor, however (having been un- 
fhipped twice with very little ceremony in the length of half a mile, by 
the creature’s falling on its knees) hit upon a very whimfical mode of cu- 
ring the impediment, which was by tying a large ttone to the tail, and in 
that ftate rode it feveral miles, fwearing, ** thiver his timbers, but ic 
was the only thing to prevent the fhip’s going too much a head.” 


DOCTOR BARTON being in company with Do¢ter Nath, whe 
had juft printed two heavy folios, containing the antiquities of Worcefter- 
fhire, the warden humoroutly objerved to the Doétor, that his publica- 
tion was deficient in feveral refpects. Dr. Nath, as was but natural, en- 
deavoured to defend his volumes in the beft manner he was able. “ Pray 
Doctor, are you not a juftice of peace?” “ | am,” replied the Doctor. 
“ Then,” fays Barton, “ L advile you to fend’ your work to the Houle 
ef Correction.” 


A LONDON rider, being at Exeter, left his dog in the ftable by his 
horfe. The yard dog took offence at him, and beat him; upon which 
the former dog fet out for London, and brought down another dog of his 
acquaintance, to revenge his caule. 4 fad?, 
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The Office and Authority of a JUSTICE of Tue 
PEACE, and of SHERIFF 8S, CORONERS, Oe. 
According to the Laws of the State of Nort u-Ca- 
ROLINA. By Francors-Xaviek Martin, E/quire. 
Attorney at Law. Newbern. 


"TT. HE author of this work has, in our opinion, rendered an effen- 
i tial fervice, not only to the magittrates of North-Carolina, but 
to the citizens at large, in prefenting them witha valuable digeft of 
the beft Englith writers on the fubjea@ of which he treats, judicioufly 
accommodated to the laws of that ftate. A’ work fo well calculated 
to inforin the inexperienced magiftrate of his duty, and confequently 
to enfurea more falutary adminiltration of jultice, will doubtlefs expe- 
rience a degree of public patronage proportioned to its merits. The 
importance of the office of a Jultice of the Peace, and the neceflity 
of his underftanding the duties of his ftation, are well.defcribed by 
Mr. Martin, in his preface, which we fhall take the liberty to tran- 
feribe. 

If the intereft which every individual has in the good execution of an office, is 
the criterion of its importance and the refpectability of its holder, Juitices of the 
Peace may be juftly ranked among the principal officers of a Republic. 

The Legiflator, by di@ating falutary laws, and the Soldier, by repelling the attacks 
of neighbouring foes, and commanding the refpect of diftant nations, will, no doubt, 
highly contribute to the profperity of the Commonwealth : yet, every citizen will 
not immediately feel the benefits of their exertions; neither would their contrary 
condué effentially mar the fituation of each of them. 

But, there is not a man that dwells in the land, nor a traveller that fojourns ap 
hour in it, who does not experience the advantages of the good adminiftration of 
juftice, faithful execution of the laws, and prefervation of internal quiet. It is for 
the enjoyment of thefe that each citizen has reduced bis natural, to a political, liberty. 
OF thefe, Juftices of the Peace are difpenfators, guardians, and prefervators. 

Important are thefe truits. They involve duties of equal magnitude. Let the 
moft confident tremble at the fad, but juft idea, that a perfect difcharge of thefe 


- would require qualities, which man is not given to poflefs. But allowance being 


made for human frailties, a purity of heart, and coolnefs of temper will be fuffici- 
ent, if ignorance and indolence be guarded againft. 

It isa fact much to be lamented, but not to be controverted, that many Magiftrates 
who would fhudder at the idea of deliberate wrong, often injure their neighbouts 
through ignorance. Yet they need not refort to a‘Theologian, to be informed, that 
when an illiterate man accepts the office of a Juftice, without endeavouring through 
all attainable means to fhake off his priftine ignorance, the errors his want of know- 
ledge leads him into, are equally criminal ‘as wilful tranfgreflions of the law. 

Under thefe impreflions, the compiler of the following work has been led to be- 
lieve, that his fellow-citizens would receive very favourably every attempt to bold 
out, tothe uninformed Julticesand other Officers of the Peace, a clue to direét them 
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through the maze of intricacies into which the laws ef this ftate have been thrown by 
the political viciflitudes that fprang from the two revolutions, which the prefent 


eneration has witnefled. 
In thefe theets, he has endeavoured to digeft, under alphabetical heads, the duty 


and authority of a Juftice of the Peace, &c. compiled from the Common Law and 
Statutes of England, the acts of the Legiflature of this State, and Burns's, Nelfon’s 
Dalton’s, Parker’s, and Davis's Jultices, and the authorities quoted in thole books, 
The laft gentleman’s performance, being the moft analogous to the practice of this 
country, has been clofely attended to; and the prefent work fhould not have been fub- 
ftituted te a fecond edition of it, had not the many alterations it required precluded 


the idea of introducing it under Mr. Davis's name. 


FEE EEE EEE AEE GEE EEE ES EE 


ASERMON delivered in Horewett New-Jersey, on Thank/- 
giving Day, November 26th. 1789. By Oriver Hart, a. m. 


Exemplary piety and warm patriotifm run through the whole of 
this Sermon. It is introduced with the following obfervations. 

Every one that believes there is a God, who governs the world and fuperintends 
the concerns of men, muift be fenfible, we are laid under the greateft obligations to 
him, as that Almighty Being, in whofe hands our breath is and from whom all our 
bieflings flow. There are times and feafons, however, which more immediately calf 
usto thé public exercifes of adoration, praife, and thankfgiving. Such are our {tated 
days of worfhip : and fuch is the prefent day ; being fet apart by our worthy rulers 
for that purpofe. 

The reverénd author, in enumerating the ‘‘ great and marvellous 
things which God hath wrought” for the people of the united tates, 
dwells more particularly on the difcovery and fettlement of our coun- 
try,on our happy emancipation from the oppreflion ofa fore gn pow- 
er, and the completion of this great revolution, by the eftabifhment 


of the prefent form of natioual government—topics well fuited to 
the occafion of a public thankfgiving to the difpenfer of every pub- 
lic, as well as private blefling. Of the propriety of adverting to 
things of a fecular nature, on fuch public occafions, our author juftly 


obferves. 
Let none think I have forgot my office and deviated from my line of duty, by 


dwelling fo much upon things of a fecular nature : They are bleflings from heaven 
and call aloud for thankfulnefs ; to ftimulate you thereto is my motive. Unthank- 
falnefs in the enjoyment of fuch favours, is bafe ingratitude. It is highly difpleaf- 
ing to the great donor of all good, and hath a tendency to bring down judgments 
upon our land. 

He next endeavours to imprefs his audience with a due fenfe of the 
fpiritual bleffings they enjoy, in having ‘ the glorious gofpel preach- 
ed in its purity ;”’ and poflefling perfect liberty of contcience. 

By demolifhing this grand bulwark of religion, (the natural and inalienable right 
of all men) thoufands have been baptized in blood. It has been the fole caufe of all 
thofe horrid perfecutions, which have fo much difgraced chriftianity and fet the world 
on fire. Through mercy, the happy revolution has freed America from all religions 
tefts and eftablifhments. None may fay unto us, Lo here, or lo there, you fall worthip. 
Neither may they tax us for the {upport of this, that, or the other religious fociety, 
without our confent.—Arbitrary ufurpations thofe! which cannot fail of leaving 
an indelible blot on the efcutcheons of the guilty. We may now read our bibles our- 
felves, and worfhip our God according to the light confcience thence derives, without 
moleitation. Surely according to this time it foall be faid of America and her Children, 
What hath God wrought / 

Oftober, 1791. K k 
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Having mentioned our plenteous harvefts, and the fingular exam. 
ple which our country exhibits, of never having experienced a real 
want of the neceflaries of life, he makes the following refle¢tions, 
which merit the ferious attention of thofe , who, in the enjoyment of 
this bleiling, are too apt to forget the fource from which it is de. 
rived. 

i hope none who hear me are fo loft to a fenfe of divine providence, as to burn 
incenfe to their own net, and facrifice to their own drag, by faying,—“ I thank my. 
fclf for the plentiful produtions of my fields. My own induftry, prudence and 
care have procured me my fubfiflence.”” With equal propriety might they thank 
themfelves for their exilence. Perfoas of this caft would do well to confider, whence 
they derive their wifdom, flrength, and difpofition toattend to bufinefs. Should the 

Almighty reftrain the bottles of heaven from{pouring out their bleflings on the earth, 
can they command the clouds to fend rain ? Or fhould he fend blafting or mildew, 
can they prevent their deftrutive influences? What hinders but that God migh 
now, asheretofore, raife an army of locufts or caterpillers, which would deflroy ali 
before them ? We have feen what an infignificant infect can doin our wheat. A like 
enemy, with a fimilar commiffion, might have deprived us of all manner of fuftenance, 
i conclude, therefore, that the plenty we enjoy, both as to food and raiment, cometh 
down from the Father of mercies ; and that we have reafon to fay in this cafe alfo, 
W bat bath God wrought / 

Mr. H. concludes with a fuitable application, in which he earneflly 
endeavonrs to inculeate the practice of thofe great, moral, religious, 
and focial duties, which form the bafis of publicand private happinefs, 
aad lead to the manfionsof eternal blifs. 


FE EEEPEE DEE SEO E SET DE EGE —— 


4ASYSTEM or SURGERY, Extratted from the Works of 
Benjamin Bett, of Edinburgh. By NICHOLAS B.WATERS, 
M. D. Fellow of the, College of Phyficians of Philadelphia, and one of 
the Phyjicians aud Surgeons to the Philadelphia Difpenfary —Iluftrated 
with Nores and Copper. ates.—One Vol. 8vo.—Philad.—Two 
dollars and a half, 


MO . Bell’s fyitem of furgery, from the diffufe manner in which it 

-¥8 is both written and printed, is fo expenfive and unwieldy, that 

this .bridgement, which.contains, in fubftance, every practical obfer- 

vation that isto be found $n the original work, merits the attention of 
thote who with te avoid an unnecetlary expence of money or of time. 
** Thofe who cannot readily conceive, fays Dr. Waters, in his pre- 
face, that the eflential parts of a performance of feven volumes can 
be comprifed in a fingle one of the fame fize, will pleafe to confider, 
that this one volume, from the manner in which it is printed, con- 
tains at leaft as much as any two of the original ; and that the ano- 
tomical defcriptions, defcriptions of operations and practices, which 
are, at prefent, feldom, if ever employed, theoretical difenflions, and 
repetitions, which, taken together, occupy no fimall part inthe work 
of Mr. Bell, are entirely omitted.”’ 

Some articles have been {pun out to fueh an extravagant length by 
Mr. Bell, that there was ample room for Dr. Waters to difplay a 
talent for condenfing, which he appears to have exercifed very fuccefl- 
fully. Of this the article of d/ood-/etting, which occupies one hundred 
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pages in the fyftem of Mr. Bell, and no more than /ixteen in that of 
Dr. Waters, affords a ftriking inftance. 

We are informed, in the preface, thatthe late Dr. Jones, whofe e- 
minence as afurgeon is well known, perufed this work in manufcript, 
and added fome ufeful notes, the refult of his long experience. Dr. 
Waters has alfo added many valuable notes, chiefly extracted from 
authors of merit, whofe works are not very generally known in the 
united ftates ; many of his notes, however, are given upon the autho- 
rity and experience of fundry phyficians and furgeons of eminence 
in this city. The addition of thefe is a confiderable advantage which 
this fyftem enjoys over the original work. 

This volume contains twelve p/ates, reprefenting the various inftru- 
ments ufed in fargery. 


hh GI Gt DD Dr rr errr — 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 


(Concluded from page 192.) 
SiR, 





















ASSING fome other ftrictures of the reviewer, which appear to 

me not juft, I proceed to his cenfure of my ftile. The language 
of my Effays, fays the reviewer, “‘ is, in many parts of the work, vui- 
gar and uncouth; in others, it is obfolete; in fome it is mew; and, in 
a variety of inftances, barbarou/ly incorre?.” That my language is, in 
fome places, vulgar and uncouth, I fhall not deny; but lL believe, it is 
never fo, except when the nature, fubject, and defign of the effuy re- 
quired it to be fo. At leaft I have never heard that readers in general 
have found fault wiih it on that account. As to the charge of barbarous 
incorredinefs, 1 am not difpofed to admit it, without limiration. 1 will 
however concede that a few inaccuracies efcaped my notice, and [ am 
mich obliged to the reviewer for pointing them out. In the order the re- 
viewer has noticed examples of what he calls inaccuracies, the firft, eigh- 
teenth, thirtieth, thirty-fixth, thirty-ninth, and forty-iecond and third 
examples, are acknowledged to be incorrect: they are therefore to be 
catried to the account of negligen¢e or overlight. And who is free from 
all liability to errors? In the third example, undi/eui/ed is put for undi/- 
guifing, wether by my miftake or not, I am not certain. 
The fourth and fifth, together with the eighth and ninth, are not my 
wn miltakes, (if they are miftakes). They occur in letters written fa 
ne, which I chofe fhould appear in their original language. 
The twentieth and twenty-feventh are both errors of the prefs, as 
he manulcript will fhow. 
In the fecond example, -appified may be a new word to the reviewer, 
utit isan olf wordto me; and being well coined, and current in the 
art of the country where I live, I cannot confent to call it an inacca- 
acy. The fixth inftaoce is my ule of the word condud, without its 
ojeGt or acculative cafe. “ Ic is a thame,” fays the reviewer, * for 
he author of a Grammar not to know the difference between a tranfi- 
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ive and intranfitive verb.” True; but when the reviewer fhall review 
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his remarks, after a few years of experience, I am perfuaded lie wil 
be a/hamed of this and fome others. To make a fuppofition, the mot 
improbable, and which few or none will believe, and found a triumph 
on that fuppofition, muft afford a very pitiful fatisfa€tion to a critic. [| 
flatter myfelf that | have a competent knowledge of the diftinétion he 
mentions—J even doubt bis ability to infiruct me. Condué? is ufually a 
traniitive verb, but like a, and moft other tranfitive verbs, it may be 
uled intranfitively, and often is. It is often faid, a man ads like a fool; 
or he condu@s like a fool; himfelf might well follow thefe verbs, but | 
maintain that when the af affirmed terminates on the agent ; that is, 
when the agent and ofje@ are the fame perfon, the meutral or intranfitin 
form, is much the moff correé?. The objective cafe is wholly wjele/s, to 
fay the leaft. The French always ufe the accufative, and call the verb, 
in this form, a reciprocal verb. Our idiom does not require it, The 
pronoun is always omitted after a4, and in New-England, after condua, 

The reviewer fays, this expreffion, in his feventh quotation, “ his 
fianding in life,” is vulgar, uncouth, and incorred?. It is to be withed, 
the reviewer would “ deliver his opinions with a lefs di€tatorial air;” 
and affign his reafons, as | have been bred in a country where mere opi. 
nion does not always pais for fad. 

The tenth example does not appear to me to be incorre& ; but with 
refpect to this phrafe, to venture an opinion, and many others which are 
arranged under the head of éwaccuracies, the reviewer has not ventured 
to give his opinion. 

The twelfth inftance, “ then is the time,” is cenfured for the vfe of 
the adverb then inttead of that, By this criticifm, and feveral others, the 
real character of the revjewer is exhibited in a ftriking view. He mut 
be (ome perifon who has lately left a grammar {chool, who has learnt to 
fpeak by /yuare and compa/i, who tuppoles the language to be maze by 
grammar rules, and not thole rules by fettled practice, and thus believes 
every expreflion for which he has no grammar rule, is not good Englith. 
4 am not \ucprifed to find him thus fettered by arbitary rules. Our Col. 
leges are in the fame fituation, and fo are moft of the public feminaries 
in Great Britain. I was in the fame fituation myfelf, while my enqu- 
ries refpecting language were confined to dictionaries and grammars 
I finally deterted them, and attempted to examin the authorities on which 
Jonafoa, Lowth, and other compilers bave built their opinions. The reful 
was, that I fonnd inconteftible evidence to overthrow one half of the 
rales of the Englith grammars now in ufe; and a multitude of phrafes df 
good Englith, for which thefe grammars give us ao rules at all, The 
phrales, then ts the time, now is the time, come within the laft men: 
tioned deicription. They are as correét phrales as any in the language. 
‘To (atisty a little pedantic critic of the propriety of them, the pbrale 
might be altered thus, the time is now, or was then; for now and th 
are in fenfe mere abreviations of the prefent time or paff sime. But \0 
a man who is rot fettered by rules, in cafes where rules are imperfed, 
or arbitrary, the phrates appear vindicable on the ground of jettled, ge 
neral, immemorial practice, the only growad on which a// grammars mut 
ftaad,  shey have any fupport bu: private opinion. 

ie ‘eveatzenth example quoted, I diflike; I with the phrafe hid 
beel dilicrent. 
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The nineteenth, twenty-fecond, twenty-third, twenty-fifth, twenty- 
fixth, twenty-eighth, thirty-fi'th, thirty-feventh, thirty-eighth, fortieth, 
and forty-firft examples appear to me fufficiently correét aud intelligible. 
They exprefs my meaning in a manner that I am not afhamed of. Some 
of them are certainly good Englith—** to beat a challenge,’’ is no inele- 
gant metaphor, and every common foldier underftands its propriety. 

Several of the phrafes, numbered by the reviewer among the inaccu- 
racies, are technical, and found in law-writers of the firft eminence. 
“ To compel an agreement among men,” is one of thefe. 

“ The legal and proper mode of compelling a /ale by the hheriff, where 
he makes delay, or refules, is by writ of venditiont exponas,”’—Cow- 
per’s Reports. 406. L. Mansfield. 

“ It is his duty to iffue out procefs againft the feveral defendants, in 
order to compel an appearance.”’ Attorney’s Prac. in K. Bench. 52. 

“¢ If an action had been bronght by the defendant to compel the delivery 
of the reft of the tobacco—” 1 Dorn. and Eaft. 226. 

If the phrafe is wrong and inaccurate, I hope the reviewer will no 
longer difpute with me, but point his attacks at my authorities. 

The following expreflion is cenfured for the ufe of the word avhere, 
as referring to aufion—“‘ ln molt flates, lands are fold at auion, where 
they are facrificed.” The reviewer’s head is fo full of his diftinétions 
between parts of /peech, that he is at war with the poor adverb where, 
becaufe it does not refer to the name of a piace. Let him then compare 
that fentence of mine with the following : 

“ No authority whatever has been mentioned, nor cafe cited, where it 
has been held that a penal action is a criminal cafe.” Cowp. Rep. 3y2- 
L. Mansfield. 

“* There is a material diftinction between this and the infances al- 
luded to at the bar, were the plaintiff is allowed to wave the trefpa{s.” 
Cowp. Rep. 4109. 

“€ In an adion of wafte, where—” 1 Durnfurd's Rep. 6g. 

“ The fame doctrine holds in guare impedit, where damages are given 
by ftature.” P. 70. 

What will the reviewer fay to thefe paffages? Are the words ca/z, 
inflances, adtion, names of places! What a pity that Lord Mansfield and 
the Reporters never ftudied grammar! But luckily I have an authority 
more directly in point, for it mentions a /ae at audion, and the word 
where is uled by Lord Mansfield as referring to it. 

“ We all remember the /a/e of a gentleman’s wines, where vaft 
quantities were fentin, belonging to other perions.” Cowper, 397. 

— Ata value which fhall be apprifed,” is cenlured as incorrect. But 
value and price ave not, as the reviewer fuppoles, the fame thing. In 
ftrict, Lteral, and commercia! conftiuction, the price of goods is often 
above or below their rea/ value. Lam not fatistied that so apprife the 
value of a thing is incorrect, though to apprife the price of an article 
would be nonfenfe. At any rate, the beft practice fanctions the phrafe 
Ihave ufed. 

“* According to the apprai/ed value,’’ is an expreffion uled in Atkin’s 
Reports, p. 454, and | conceive it to be correét. 

— To find relief againf the oppreflor,” is numbered by the reviewer 
as another inaccuracy; and fevves to how that be isa man whole reading 
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has not been extenfive. The phrafe is one of the moft frequent in the 
language, efpecially in proceedings in equity and inthe chancery reports. 

“ This court will conftrue it a durefs and relieve againft a conveyance, 
executed under fuch circumftances.”” Atkin’s Reports, 1. 477. 

“* The court of chancery would have relieved him againj the defin- 
dant.” Woug. Rep. 89. 

“* Eftates liable for debt,’ is alfo numbered among the inftances of 
barbarous incorrecine/s. It is furprifing that any man of twenty-five years 
old could have overlooked this phrafe both in books and praétice. 

** In this cafe the huiband fhall have all the value of his wife’s eftate, 
and yet in law, not be /iable for her debts.” Godolph, Orph. Leg. 198. 

—‘* Liadle for the due payment of a note.” Cowp. 460. 

“‘ T am by exprefs ftipulation /iad/e only for 20/.” Henry Black. 
Rep. 300. Lord Mansfield. 

“‘ The whole queftion is who fhall be Jiadle for cofts.” Same. A- 
fhurft Juftice. 

I can produce a thoufand inftances of the fame phrafe, if neceflary. 
it is technical, and like moft fuch phrafes, is ufed for the fake of brevity 
and precifion. The following fentence will prove this: 

** Hague was liable to De Silva for the amount of the notes—De Silva 
was liable ¢o him_/for the amount of his third thare.’’ Cowp. 471. 

We ufe anfwerable in the fame manner— 

“€ She fhall be anfwerable for fuch maintenance.” 1 Durn. 8. 

The thirty firft example, mentioned by the reviewer, is not an in- 
ftance of incorrectnefs; though from, in that inftance, would have been 
more perfpicuous. Of and from may either of them be uled after pur- 
chafe, whether a noun or a verb. 

“* The defendant, Fenton, purchafed a quantity of linen of the plain- 
tiff, Truman. Cowp. 544. 

“* In purchafing fo large a quantity of linen of him.” P. 545. 

In the ftate where I live, of and from are both ufed, and {uch lan- 
guage is not “ difgraceful.”’ 

The reviewer ridicules the following ufe of the word cover; ‘ Mr. 
Penn’s grant covered lands.’’—He is welcome to all the fatisfaction and 
honour he can derive trom his own derifion ; but his ridicule will neither 
prove the expreffion inaccurate, nor difcountenance the ufe of it. Mer- 
chants will {till continue to fay, “ A thip and cargo are covered by a po- 
licy of infurance ;” and lawyers will indulge themfelves in faying, that 
“© Grants and patents cover certain tra@s of land.” ‘“ To cover the whole 

of their intereft by a freth infurance.” 1 Durn. 307. 

*“* The only doubt be had, was, as to the clearing of the fhip, and 
having arms on board, and that part of the bill he thought afterwards 
might be covered with the plea.” 1 Atkin’s Rep. 64. 

The thirty-third example is peculiarly offenfive to the reviewer. 
“ To be guseted in their poffeflions ;” ** a law to guet thole who were 
actual fettlers’—are blunders {u jeocking,”’ {ays the reviewer, “ as to 
be unparalleled even among the inaccuracies of Mr. Webfter.”” But when 
the reviewer has read more, and acquired more moderation of temper, 
he will be afhhamed of his affertion. This ufe of guéet is not only correct, 
but exceedingly common, and a man, who has not heard it in converla- 
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tion, for feen it in books of authority, is certainly a man of little reading, 
and very limited acquaintance with the world. 

«¢ The plaintiff, in his replication, fet forth the ftarute of 5 George 
1. Ch. 6. Sect. 1. for quieting and eftablithing corporations.” Cowp. 

. . note. 
7 fowe is no ftatute or fixed rule of limitation, as to the length of 
time which fhould fuflice to quiet the pofefions of thefe offices.” 
row’s Rep. 434- ; ; 

“* A bill was brought in this court to quiet the plaintiff, in a right of 
fifhery in the river Oufe.”” 1 Atkin’s Rep. 330. Ed. 1781. 

‘¢_. And an injunction here would not guiet the poffeffion.”—P. 331. 

« The plaintiff brought a bill to be quieted in the poffeffion of it.” — 
2 Atkin’s Rep. 499- 

A thoufand examples of the fame phrafes might be produced, but with 
thefe I thall leave the reviewer to his own reflections, on my “* fhocking 
blunders.” 

The thirty-fourth example, “ large grants of land were carved out to 
individuals,” the reviewer fneeringly denominates * an elegant metaphor 
truly and well applied.” Yes, fir, to be ferivus, it is both e/egant and 
well applied. 

“ The tee fimple or inheritance of lands and tenements is generally 
velted and refides in fome pertoa or other; though divers inferior eftates 
may be carved out of it.”” 2 Black. Com. Ch. 7. 

Without multiplying authorities, I {hall only notice the reviewer’s re- 
marks on the fifteenth example, “ a man {hall mot take but tix per cent.” “ If 
this be either correct or intelligible,” fays the reviewer moft dogmatical- 
ly, “ there is no poffivility of being incorrect or unintelligible. A hafty 
peremptory decifion this, and favoring much of the yousg man. 

Can it be news to the reviewer, that four fifths ot the Englifh nation 
and their defcendants in the United States, invariably ufe this mode of 
expreffion? This is the fact, and moft certainly they underftand it. But 
the fact is, neither the reviewer nor the inftructors of youth generally un- 
derfland the word Sus in its true primitive fignification. Not one of the 
compilers of dictionaries and grammars underftand its derivative meaning; 
the rev. Mr. Horne Took was the firft man that ever explained it ; but his 
explanation is juft beyond all controverly, and fo is his general theory of 
particles. Of this I have found demonttrative evidence in the writings of 
the fourteenth century ; though our Univerfities and Colleges either do 
not know or totally neglect the very valuable difcoveries unfolded in his 
“ Divertions of Purley.” 

But has two fignifications, more, or further, and except; being ufed for 
two Saxon words, dore and deut. The latt is the word in queftion, and 
fignifies except. Any other fenfe annexed to the word by the moderns, is 
acorruption, The true fenfe of it appears in thefe phrafes ; 

“Where none will {weat dut for promotion.” Shakefpear. 

** There was zo other evidence, Su letters.”’-— 1 Durn. 181. 

_ And in the common phrafes, “‘ there is nothing, but confufion,” “ there 
is not a man prefent dur the {peaker.’’ Here the Saxon dat anfwers ex- 
actly to the Latin except. Leave out the negative, and you convert the 
phrafes into nonfenfe. ‘ Where one will {weat, édut tor promotion.” 
““ There is a man prefent, but, (except) the fpeaker.” ‘* There is but 
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eonfufion,” that is, ‘ there is except confufion.”’ It is jult fo with the 
phrafe in queftion. ‘* A man fhall sot take, but (except) fix per cent,” 
That is, ** except, take away, {ix per cent. and he fhall take nothing,” 
But let it read thus, “ A man fhall take, but (except) fix per cent,” . ang 
the meaning of the paflage is totally changed. Such is the effect of ap 
igaorance of our Saxon etymologies ! The vu/gar preferve the language 
pure, in many inftances, where the /earwed have corrupted it. 

I will clole this defence with a few general remarks. 

The reviewer triamphs in an opportunity of making verbal criticifny 
on my writings becaule [ have ‘ pretended to an uncommon knowledss 
ef our language, and have cenfured the ftile of others with unmerited 
feverity.” He charges me with arrogance and prefumption in “ attemp, 
ing innovations, calculated to deftroy the purity of our language, and 
to change it into a mere unintelligible jargon.” Thefe are harth accu). 
tions, and, unfupported by proof, will not pafs for truth. The misfor: 
tune is, I do not rely on d:4ionaries and grammars for rules of {peaking 
and writing; I have gone back to the early writers, and tracing the lan. 
guage down through feveral centuries, have difcovered evidence, which, 
to my mind, is demonffration, that many of the criticiims and roles of 
Harris, Johofon, Lowth, Harrifon, Ath, and others are not well found: 
ed; but are calculated to introduce and have actually introduced, fome 
innovations which corrupt the purity of our language. My attempts aré 
not to make innovations, but to diicosntenance thole made by others and 
to bring back the language to its former purity. In attempting this, I 
have labored to avoid the imputation of impoling my own dogmas on 
the public, by producing authorities of the utmoft weight and refpeéta- 
bility to fupport my opinions. 1 have not, perhaps, in a lingle initanee, 
committed my opinions to the public without proof, at leaft I endeavoured 
to offer proofs of all my sevel opinions, Theie, for the moft part, may 
be found in the Diflertations. 

This | call a misfortune ; for 1 have not yet feen a man who is willing 
to go thro’ the fame or a fimilar procefs of enquiry; and the confe. 
quence is, the fingularity of fome of my opinions prevents their being fup- 
ported by many good judges of the fubje& in general. Had my opinions 
fallen in with the current of modern authorities, it would have been 
more for my prefent intereft and reputation; but I reft fatisfied witt 
this reflection, that | have publifhed the ¢ruz+, and that probably further 
invettigation will /upport my opinions. 

1 however expect that my publications will be treated with very little 
candor by a numerous clafs of people in Pennfylvania, who have'formed 
an opinion unfavourable to my character. The indiicretions of a young 
man, afloat in the world under the impulfe of warm paflions, and with- 
out the affiftance of experience, among ftrangers, and expoted to popu- 
lar obfervation, mult be numerous and vifible ; and cannot fail to form, 
in the minds of men, prejudices, which nothing but a long future acquaint 
ance with the man, at a maturer period of his life, can effectually remove. 
Age and experience cool the paffions, and difpofe perfons to treat the frail- 
ties of human nature with great allowances and much moderation. Should 
this be the cafe with the reviewer, he will probably feel the fame de- 
gree of regret for fome of the remarks he has made on my Eflays, that 
i do already for the indiicretions of my youth. 

N. WEBSTER 
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REMARKS cx Me. WEBSTER’s LETTER. 





AVING fo far evinced our impartiality as to publith the preceding let- 
H ter, notwithftanding the indecent manner in which fome parts of it are 
written, we fhall take the liberty to add a few remarks on the matter it con- 
tains, and then bid a final adieu to the “ Fugitiv Ejay: of Mr. Webster. 

We are charged by Mr. W. with having miireprefented his meaning, in fundry 4 
parts of the Review of his Effays, which was published in the Afylum, for O@ober ’ 
and November, 1790.— This is a ferious charge ; and did we conceive it to be well- iy 
founded, we fhould not hefitate a moment tu acknowledge the juftice of it, and to sf 
apologize for fo glaring a deviation from our duty, as impartial reviewers, But, upon 
a careful review of our former remarks, we find no caufe for fuch an apology ; on the 
contrary, we can with confidence call upon thofe who have read Mr. W’s Effays and 
our review, to fay whether we have been deficient in candour or impartiality. As 
for thofe inftances which Mr. W. mentions in his letter, we do not apprehend that ; ff 
they will in any degree fupport the charge of mifreprefentation. 

His objeGtion to the ufe of the bible, as a fchool-book, was founded upon the fup- 
pofed principle that familiarity begets difrefpe&. Im expofing the fallacy of this 
ftrange opinion, were we guilty of mifreprefentation ? : 

In defending the exiftence of certain fanciful laws of nature, refpecting the marriage 
of natural relations, Mr. W. has involved himfelf in the moft ridiculous abfurdities. 

He infilts that we miitook his meaning in the cafe we mentioned as an objection to his 

opinion, and goes on to give us reafons why an wacle may marry his aiece. We hope 

he will excufe us, if we here throw a new ftumbling-block in his way—Will not his i 

fuppofed law of nature, which tolerates the marriage of an wacle and niece, probidit that ( 

to and sepbew, although the degree of confanguinity, in both cafes, is the @h} 
me ? 

The illiberality of his affertion refpe@ing the comparative number of vagabonds in 
Baltimore and N. England, we ju(ily reprebated. He complains, however, that our 
cenfure was uncandid, inafmuch as he did not {peak with certainty, but only faid he 
was “ inclined to believe ;” yet he now lays, “ 1 am per/uaded, from long and careful 5 
obfervation, that the opinion is well-founded.” 

In denying that “ his rule was to form a general character of the people among by 
whom he travelled from the fpecimens he met with in taverns,” he makes a mott 
pedantic difplay of his logical knowledge ; and yet, from a re-perufal of his mifcel- 
laneous remarks, we are itill “ inclined to believe’ that fuch was his rule, and thar 
his boafted /egie deferted him, on more than one occafion,in the courfe of his travels, 

in his effays, he advocates the reafonablenefs and propriety of compelling every man to 
attend public worfhip, and to contribute to the fupport of the clergy. his, we con- 




































ceive, weuld be exercifing a very dangerous and arbitrary power, not only over the i 
(en and gurfes, but over the con/ciences of men, and could not fail to render re- {| 
igion, as well as the civil authority, odious. ; 
In his letter, he tells us that he is not an advocate for the eftablifhment of any par- ; 





ticular religious denomination ; but becaufe clergymen are a ufeful “ order of men,” 

he would have a legal provifion made. for their fupport, without diftin@ion, We 

fhould like to fee his plan for citablifhing religion in this way. Allowing “ liberty of 

confcience” to cach individual, we are apprehenfive that, from the great variety of 

religious tenets that prevail in various parts of the country, his eftablifhed clergy mutt, 

neceflarily, be very numerous, and burthenfome to the public; for it is not reafonable 

to fuppofe, that he would exclude even Jemimah Wilkinfon from fharing in a legal 

proves for the eler, of all denominations. \t would afford us fome degree of confo- \ iy 
tion to fied that Mr. Webiler’s opinion sefpeCing religious efablithments once , | 

coincided with ours, were we not mortified by the reflection, that the experience he ‘ 

acquired during his ¢rave/s,which he very triumphantly contrafts with the limite.+obfer- : 

vation of us poor antravelled reviewers, has produced in his mind an entire revolution of 

fentiment on this fubje&t. He therefore tells us, that, from obferving the “‘ compara- 

tive manners of the people in thofe fates, whe (the futes) have generally attended of 

generally neglected public worthip,”” he is now convinced of the propriety 0: making 

a /-gal soul for the clergy. Here we would juft hint, but with very profound 
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fubmiffion to this all-fufficient /age*; that he appears in this place to have forgot hig 
logic. Was there no other caufe but the one afligned by him for the difference he mep. 
tions? If not, how comes it that the fociety of Quakers lead in general exemplary lives, 
and are fuch orderly members of fociety as they are univerfally known to be ? They 
have no eftablifhed clergy. But let us, for a moment, fuppofe attendance or non-a:. 
tendance wpon public worfhip, to be the fole caufe of the difference he mentions; wij 
it follow that a legal provifion for the clergy, and a law compelling every man to at. 
tend public worfhip, would produce the defired reform? We fear they would 
not. 

Mr. Webfer, in his defence of the ftile of his effays, difcovers an extraordina 
degree of obftinacy, if not of ignorance of the principles and genius of the Englith 
janguage. fie admits that his language is, in fome places, “ vulgar and uncouth,” 
but believes “ it is never fo except when the nature, fubjec& and defign of the effay 
required it to be fo.” —An admirable apology, to be fure,for oulgarity and uncouthag); | 
The charge of incorrends he is very unwilling to admit; yet he fo far affumes a 
appearance of candour, as to acknowledge that fome of the examples quoted in our 
review are incorrect, Thefe, however, are the moft trifling of the errors which were 
pointed out. Thofe of greater magnitude he attempts to defend. Some are aferted 
to be correct; others are faid to be juitified by the general practice in N. Enyland; 
a few are charged to the printer’s account of errors, although no notice has been 
taken of them in the errata; and an hoft of /aw-authoritia are quoted in fupport 
of the remainder. 

To trace him minutely, in this part of his letter, might well fuit a grammetical pe 
dant, like himfelf, but would be 4 talk far beneath the pen of manly criticifm. Saffice 
it to obferve, generally, that bis ofertion cannot be cunfidered as authority fufficient to 
give currency to phrafes, which almoft every /chool-boy knows to be incorrect ; that 
a peculiar practice in Connecticut, or even in the whole of N. England, is not fufficient 
to jultify his ufe of the word condué, &c. and that he difcovers fome originality of 


thought, in having recourfe to the technical phrafeology of the law, as a model 


of flile! 


We would recommend to Mr. Webfter’s attention another clafs of authors, whofe 
works will furnith him with a valuable colleGion of rare phrafes, for his next volume, 
fhould he condefcend to “ happify” the world by the publication of another ; we 
miean the medical writers, particularly thofe who wrote before the middle of the 
prefent century. As for grammar rules, unlefs they are of his own forming, it 
would very much curb his genius to pay any attentiontothem. We hope, therefore, 
he will continue to treat the whole tribe of Englith grammarians and lexicographers 
with the contempt ef a man who is confcious of his own fuperiority. But, above all, 
if he wihhes to perfect his ftile, upon the plan he has fo well begun, he mutt ftudicufly 
avoid even the moft diftant attention to the writings of Swift, Bolingbroke, Addifon, 
or any of thofe Englifh authors whofe flile is admired by us reviewers, and by fuch 
other vulgar judges as know no better. 

Mr. Webtter, near the conclufion of his letter, tells us, that the paflions of youth 
fublide and grow cool at a more mature age. ‘This di/covery he mentions for the 
purpofe of paying an indirect compliment to himfelf, on that contrition which he 
now feels for the indifcretions of his youth; and to fhow the probability of our hereaf- 
ter experiencing fimilar feelings, when we%hall review our remarks upon his effays. 
What his youthful indifcretions may have been we know not ; nor is it, perhaps, of 
much importance to us, or to the world, to be informed; but if we may judge of his 
repentance from the ob{tinacy with which he labours to defend the errors and illiberal 
remarks contained in his effays, it cannot be very fincere. With refpec& to ourfelves, 
we neither pretend nor with to be totally free from thofe paflions which are incident 
to humanity, and which may be employed to the nobleft as well as to the vileft of 
purpofes. The love of truth, however, was the only paffion that guided our pen, 
when we were cngaged in the review of Mr. Webtter’s effays ; and, although more 
than twelve months have fince elapfed, we have not yct experienced any of thofe 


qualms of confcience to which Mr. Webfter alludes; nor do we wifh to retra& a 
tingle remark contained in that review. 


* In two or three parts of bis letter, be fuecringly attributer our revicw of bis effays to 
fome young man, and fecans to think that it is a crume to be young, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 
The true powers of Mujfick; An ODE. 
Ww care the human breaft to {cru- 


tinize, 

And defignate the paffions as they rife ; 
Floating on life’s tempeftuous tide, 
Thofe paflions happily to guide 

To virtue’s port hence, Mulic ! feek 

applaufe, 

And boldly combat in true virtue’s caufe. 


Alas! too many of the tuneful throng 
Lull their weak reafon with unmeaning 
fong. 
Be huth’d, ye dull infipid tribe, 
Who love, and love alone, defcribe, 
In ftrains, to bad examples which incite, 
Or footh, at beft, the heart with mean 
delight. 


See o’er the foft fpinet the maiden bend, 
Whilft thoughtlefs crowds the filly ftrains 
commend ; 

To love the tunes her warbling 

tongue, 

Love, the fole fubje& of her fong. 
Madly inftructed, thus too feon her eyes 
Are taught to languifh, and her bofom 

rife. 


To nobleft ends fince mufic mayconduce, 
Why teach the fair its weaknefs, not its 
ufe ? 
Since love 
breatt, 
Ah! rather be its force fupprefled. 
Than thus encreas’d To love inclin’d, 
the heart, 
Pupil of nature, needs no aid from art. 


too foon invades the 


Be your beft cfforts, artifts ! then de- 
fign’d, 
By harmony to elevate the mind. 
Paint virtue in your fweeteft rains; 
Dilplay the palm which honour 
gains ; 
And, whil to worth ye teach each foul 
to bend, 
With mufic’s powers domeftic virtues 


blend. 


Parnafliad. 


And let our youth, in martial ftrains, be 
taughe 
To emulate their fires, who nobly fought 
In freedom’s caufe—Thus thall your 
art 
To all fubftantial blifs impart, 
And bid our hearts revere each hero's 
naine, 
Catching the patriot’s fire from freedom'’s 
flame. 


mw D. 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 
Eveciac Lines, facred to the Memory of a 


FRIEND. 


M [L. D /ympathy / to whom my heare 
ha 


; bow’d, 

Deaying praifes to the meanly proud, 

Teach me the palm of cyprefs to obtain, 

And form the mournful eliegiac ftrain. 

The deep-ton’d bell proclaims the fo- 

lemn hour, 

And the dark grave afferts its awful pow- 
er. 

O’er the fad lawn the flow precefflion 
moves ; 

With double 
grove Ss. 

Mute is the feather’d race, and to the 
fkies, 

From herds and flocks, no cheerful accents 
rile 

Mournful my verfe, and penfive is my 

bre alt, 

Since genius 
Op} rr 

Ah ! be 
worth, 

And heaven receive a foul, too good for 


herror feem to nod the 


droop’d, by various cares 
{sd 
7d. 


tribute paid to toil and 


ecarti 


His mind 
1 


aear a, 


Avarice 


‘ ; ' . } 
tugious With 


by generous fentiments en- 
sin’d, but induftry rever’d. 
finefs fympathy to b] 
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Oft was he known the orphan’s heart to 
cheer, 
And wipe away the widow’s trickling 
tear; 
The mind of age with fortitude to 
arm, 
And doubly teach his native thores to 
charm. 
To him another merit was allow’'d, 
By wit he cheer’d the meek, and aw’d 
the proud. 
Shunning the fop’s vain laugh, the block- 
head's praife, 
Applaufe he courted by the nobleft 
ways; 
Bade from cach bofom gloomy cares de- 
part, 
But fcorn’d to pierce the mild and feel- 
ing heart ' 
Converfe! thy various charms the wife 
admit, 
When true difcretien holds the reins of 
wit. 
He points the way to heav’n !—Like 
him prepar’d, 
Let all expect a virtuous life’s reward. 
Glowing with vigour, and by hope 
infpir'd, 
From the thronged city fcaree had he re- 
tir’d; 
Happy, O commerce ! in thy well-earn’d 
prize, 
Health on his cheek, and tranfport in 
his eyes, 
When death, whofe dart he view’d with 
heart ferene, 
Alas! for ever clofed the wordly fcene. 
Go then, lov’d youth, and feck a happi- 
er fhore, 
Thy fate untimely whilf thy friends de- 
plore ; 
And be it own’d, thy worth as I rchearfe, 
Truth fheds its luftre o’er the tender 
verfe. 
Favour’: alike by nature and by art, 
Bright were the virtues of his head and 


heart ; 
And, whilft his eyes for human ills o’er- 
flow’d, 
His gen’rous mind with ative fpirit 
glow *d. 
To us perhaps (fuch is the will of 
heav’n) 
A year, month, day, or but an hour is 
giv'n. 
Let us then bend before the power fu- 
preme, 


Our guides his precepts, and his praife 
our theme. 
Cc. 
Charleffon, 1791. 





FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUy, 


REMORSE, 
enor of my life! difcretion’s 


foe! retire; 

Seek thy own hell, whofe monarch } 
thy fire ! 

There with congenial devils ever dwell, 

And hotter by thy fury render hell. 

Yet ftay ! though fierce and horrid be 

thy mien, 

Tho’ in thy locks the fnake is heard and 
feen, 

Yet even thou fome comfort may’ft im. 
part, 

And fhield from deeper guilt my con- 
{cious heart. 

Erring too long in folly’s devious courfe, 

Ah! let me hail the horrors of remorfe, 

She thews, that horror is on weaknef 
built, 

And may prote& my foul from deeper 
guilt. 

Come then; thy empire in my breaf 

refume, 

Not arm’d with terrors, but arrayed in 
gloom ! 

Teach me repentance ; let her foothing 
voice 

Bid me, in humble confidence, rejoice 

That he, who boafts the pure etherial 
flame, 

Hell thould defpife, and heaven may dare 
to claim. 

M. 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 


Farse Guiory. 


EARTH-born, fhe fhines a meteor, and 
decoys 

Our minds from real blifs to fancied joys. 

To night a femblance of bright day im- 
parts, ‘ 

Mifenides our footheps, and deceives our 
hearts ; 

Bids us to pant for pleafure'’s fancied 
goal ; 

But tothe abyfs of woe conducts the foul. 


Traut Glory. 


MILD as the gentle radiance of 
the fun, 
Guided by her to heaven, our courfe we 


run. 

Each earthly duty by her light difcharg’d, 

The foul is comforted, the mind et 
larg’d ; 





Parnafiad. 


Whilft panting hope obeys divine com- 


mands, 


And on eternity’s bright threfhold flands. 


ELiza. 


————- OC —- 
FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM 


Tle SELF-BETRAYER. 


O hide why, Delia! vainly feck 
T That leve which glows on either 
cheek ? 
Damon is worthy of your vows, 
And Delia wifhes him her fpoufe. 
Although your tongue your thoughts 
conceals, 
Each look your fentiments reveals ; 
We hear yeur love in every figh, 
And view a tell-tale in cach eye. 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 
The Forcen MARRIAGE. 


CCUSTOMED long, to flatter, 
whine, and fawn, 
The marriage-deed at length, | heard 
was drawn. 
Gladly I fign'd it, whilft the fair one’s 
hand 
Obcyed an unrelenting fire’s command. 
That hand too I, enraptured, grafped in 
mine, 
Whilft the mild bleffing flowed from lips 
divine. 
Her bend (a hufband’s grief muft J im- 
rt!) 
Thus tevice 1 gain’d, but never once her 
beart / 
GRIPUS, 


FOR THE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM, 


On Human VERSATILITY.~ 


LEASURE I loved in youth ; my 
middle age 
Led me in trade's deep myfteries to en- 
gage : 
In age, the politician's meed I prize 
Tell me ye powers ! when fhall frail man 
be wile? 


Anfwered, 


FOR man truce wifdom never was de- 
fign'd, 
Happy, if he can boa a prudent mind ; 
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Which may abate the ftorms that low’r 
below, 
And blifsinfure him after worldly woe. 


FORTHE UNIVERSAL ASYLUM. 
EPIGRAMS, 


I. The Coquette reproved. 


“ ith by ftrange that I remain a maid, 
“ Tho’ fifty fwains have homage 
. paid.” 
“ The reafen you have tol.,”” fays Fan- 
ny, 
* You had jult forty-nine too many.”” 


IH. On Hebe. 


TO truth, ye bards! henceforth your 

lays attune, 

Who fay, that Hebe changes like the 
moon; 

And, whil& the fair through various fol- 
lies ranges, 

Boldly affert, the moon like Hebe chan- 
gs. 


Ill. Onavain Man 
VICTIM of weaknefs more than vice, 
Since fathien’s wiles his mind entice, 
om may atone for follies paft, 
By wandering into fenfe at laf. 


IV. On @ feolding Wife. 
WHEN Artamen his gentle helpmate 


wedded, 
With childith fear each thunder-guft he 
dreaded ; 
But now her tongue has fet his heart at 
calc, 
And the loud gui feems but a gentle 


breeze. 
V. The hind Compliance. 


“ FATE! place me where ¢’en en- } 
vy's rage fhall fail ; 
“ Where haughtinels no longer fhall > 
prevail |” 
True to my prayer, Fate plac’d me in =| 
jail, 


VI. Earthly peace. 


humbly crave! 
Peace! o'er my head thy gentle ban- 


ONE boon from heaven, ah! may I } 


hers wave ; 


1 fpoke— Preece mildly pointed to the | 
grave. J 
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Report of the fecretary of flate, on the Jubje& of the cod and whale Sifheries, 
made conformably to an order of the houfe of reprefentatives of the united 
fates, referring to him the reprefentation of the general court of the come 
monwealth of Maffachufetts on thofe fubjelis —February. tft. 17916 


HE fecretary of ftate, to whom was referred, by the houfe of reprefentatives, the 
reprefentation from the gencral court of the commonwealth of Maffachufetts, on 
the fubjects of the cod and whale fitheries, together with the fevere! papers accompany- 
ing it, has had the fame under confideration, and thereupon makes the following— 
R27 OR, Tig 

The reprefentation fets forth, that, before the late war, about four thoufand feamen, 
and twenty-four thoufand tons of thipping, were annually employed, from that fate, 
in the whale fithery, the produce whereof was about three hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds, lawful money, a year. 

That, previous to the fame period, the cod fithery of that flate employed four thou- 
fand men, and twenty-eight thoufand tons of thipping, and produced about two hun. 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds a year 

That thefe branches of bufinefs, annihilated during the war, have been, in fome de- 
gree, recovered fince; but that they labour under many and heavy embarraffments, 
which, if not removed or leflened, will render the fifheries every year lets extenfive 
and important. 

That thefe embarraflments are, heavy duties on their produce abroad, and boun- 
ties on that of their competitors: and duties at home on feveral articles, particularly 
ufed in the fitheries. 

And it afks that the duties be taken off—that bounties be given to the fithermen, 
and the national influence be ufed abroad, for obtaining better markets for their pro- 
duce. 

‘The cod and whale fitherics, carried on by different perfons, from different ports, 
in different veffels, in different feas, and feeking different markets, agree in one cir- 
cumitance, in being as unprofitable to the adventurer, as important to the public. A 
fuccinét view of their rile, progrels, and prelent Rate, with different nations, may ena- 
ble ws to note the circumftances which have attended their profperity, and their de- 
cline, to judge of the embarraflments, which are faid to opprefs ours ; to fee whether 
they depend on our own will, and may, therefore, be remedied immediately by our- 
felves, or, whether, depending on the will of others, they are without the reach of 
remedy, from us, either dire€ly or indiredtly. 

Their hiftory beiry as unconnected as their practice, they fhall be feparately confi- 
dered. 

Within twenty years after the fuppofed difcovery of Newfoundland, by the Cabots, 
we find that the abundance of fith on its banks, had already drawn the attention of 
the people of Europe. For, as early as 1517 or 1519, we are told of fifty thips being 
feen there at one time. ‘The firft adventurers in that fithery, were the Bifcayans of 
Spain, the Bafques and Bas-Bretons of France, all united anciently in language, and 
ftill in habits, and in extreme poverty. ‘The laft circumftance enabled them long to 
retain a confiderable fhare of the fifhery. In 1577, the French had one hundred and 
fifty veficls there; the Spaniards had ftill one hundred; and the Portuguefe fifty, 
when the E glith had only fifteen. The Spaniards and Portuguefe feem at length 
to have retired filently, the French and Englifh claiming the fithery exclufively, as 
an appurtenance to their adjacent colonies, and the profits being too {mall for nations 
furcharged with the precious metals proceeding from their mines. 

Without materials to trace the intermediate progrefs, we only know, that fo late 
as 1744, the French employed there, five hundred and fixty-four thips, and twenty-fe- 
ven thoufand five hundred feamen; and took one million two hundred and forty-fix 
thoufand kentals of fith, which was three times the extent to which England and her 
colonies together carried this fithery at that time. 

The Englith, in the beginning of the feventeenth century, had employed, generally, 
about one hundred and fifty vellels in the Newfoundland fifhery. About 1670, we 





- fe 


—ase wo - oe OF 


ah am tte oti oe be ie 








Political Regifter. 271 


find them reduced to eighty, and one hundred, the inhabitants of New-Engiand be- 
giuning now to fupplant them. A little before this, the Britith parliament, perceiv- 
ing that their citizens were unable to fubfift on the fcanty profits which fufficed for 
their poorer competitors, endeavoured to give them fome advantage by prohibiting 
the importation of foreign fith : and, at the clofe of the century, they formed fome re- 
gulations for their government and protection ; and remitted to them fome duties. 
A fuccefsful war enabled them in 1713, to force fromthe French, a ceflion of the if- 
land of Newfoundland. Under thefe encourayements, the Englith and American fifh- 
eries began to thrive. In 1731, we find the Englith take two hundred thoufand ken~- 
tals of fifth, and the Americans two hundred and thirty thoufand, befides the refufe 
fith, not fit for European markets. They continue to gain ground, and the French to 
Jofe it, infomuch, that about 1755, they are faid to have been on a par : and, in 1768, 
the French had only two hundred and fifty-nine veffels, of twenty-four thoufand four 
hundred and twenty tons, nine thoufand feven hundred and twenty-two feamen, tak- 
ing two hundred thoufand kentals, while America, alone, for fome three or four years 
before that, and fo on to the commencement of the late war, employed fix hundred 
and fixty-five veflels, of twenty-five thoufand fix hundred and fifty tons, and four thou- 
fand four hundred and five icamen, and took from three hundred and fifty thoufand, 
to upwards ef four hundred thoufand kentals, of fith, and England a ftill greater quan- 
tity, five hundred and twenty-fix choufand kemtals, as is faid. 

Spain had formerly relinquifhed her pretenfions to a participation in thefe fitherics, 
at the clofe of the preceding war ; and,at the end of this, the adjacent continent and 
iflands being divided between the united ftates, the Englifh and French, (for the laft 
retained two {mall iflands merely for this ubje&) the right of fithing was appropriat- 
ed to them alfo. 

France, fenfible of the neceflity of balancing the power of England on the water, 
and, therefore, of improving every refource for raifing feamen, and fecing that her 
fifhermen could not maintain their competition without fome public patronage, adopt- 
ed the experiment of bounties on her own fifth, and duties on that of foreign nations, 
brought into her markets. But notwithitanding this, her fitheries dwindle, from a 
change taken place, infenfibly, in the character of her navigation, which, from being 
the moft economical, is now become the mok expenfive. In 1786, the is faid to have 
employed but feven thoufand men in this fifhery, and to have taken four hundred and 
twenty-fix thoyfand kentals: and in 1787, but fix thoufand men, and one hundred and 
twenty-eight thouland kentals. She feems not yet fenfible that the unthriftinefs vf 
her fisheries proceeds from the want of economy, and not the want of markets; and 
that the encouragement of our ffhery abridges that of a rival nation, whofe power on 
the ocean has long threatened the lofs of all balance on that element. 

The plan of the Englith government, fince the peace, has been to prohibit all foreign 
fith in their markets, and they have given from eighteen to fifty pounds fterling, on 
every fithing veffel complying with certain conditions, This policy is faid to have 
been fo far fuccefsful,as to have raifed the number of feamen employed in that bufi- 
nefs in 1786, to fourteen thoufand, and the quantity of fith taken, to feven hundred 
and thirty-two thoufand kentals. The table No. 1, hereto annexed, will prefent to 
the eye, this hiftory more in detail. 

The fither'es of the united ttates, annihilated during the war; their veffels, utenfils, 
and fifhermen deitroyed; their markets inthe Mediterranean and Britith- America lef ; 
their produce dutied in thofe of France; their competitors enabled by bounties to meet 
and underfell them at the few markets remaining open ; without any public aid, and 
indeed, paying aids to the public: fuch were the hopelefs aufpices under which this 
important bufinefs was to be refumed, Yet it was refumed, and, aided by the mere 
force of natural advantages, they employed, during the ycars 1786,--7,--3,--9, on an 
average, five hundred and thirty-nine veflels, of nineteen thoufand one hundred and 
eighty-five tons, three thoufand two hundred and eighty-feven feamen, and took two 
hundred and fifry thoufand fix hundred and fifty kentals of fihh : (fee Number 2.) and 
an official paper (Numbcr 3.) fhews that in the laft of thofe years, our exportation 
amounted to three hundred feventy-live thoufand and twenty kentals,aud thirty thou- 





fand four hundred fixty-one barrels, deduction made of three thoufand feven hundred 
and one kentals, and fix thoufand three hundred and forty-three barrels of foreign 
fith received and rv -exported, (S No. 4.) Stull however, t calculations in No. ¢. 
Which accompany the reprefentation, aew, that the profits of the fales in the years 
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1737,—8, were too {mall to afford a living to the fithermen, and on thofe of 178 
there was fuch a lofs as to withdraw thirty-three veflels, of the town of Marblehead 
alone, from the further purfuit of this bufnefs : And the apprehenfion is, that, with. 
out fome public aid, thofe ftill remaining will continue to withdraw, and this whele 
commerce be engrofled by a fingle nation. 

This rapid view of the cod-fithery, enables us to difcern under what policy it hay 
flourifhed or declined in the hands of other nations, and to mark the fa@, that it js 
too poor a bufinets to be left to itfelf, even with the nation the moft ad vantageoufly 
fituated. 

It will now be proper to count the advantages which aid, and the difadvantage, 
which oppofe us in this conteft. 

Our advantages are--- 

1. The neighbourhood of the great fitheries, which permits our fifhermen to bring 
home their fith to be falted by their wives and children, 

2. The fhore fitheries, fo near at hand as to enable the veffels to run into port in 
a ftorm, and fo leffen the rifk, for which diftant nations muft pay infurance. 

3- The winter fifheries, which, like houfhold manufactures, employ portions of time 
which would otherwite be ufclefs. 

4. The fmallnefs of the veffels, which the fhortnefs of the voyage enables us to 
employ, and which, confequently, require but a fmall capital. 

5. The cheapnefs of our veffels, which do not coft above the half of the Baltic fir 
veflels, computing price and duration. 

6. Their excellence as fea-boats, which decreafes the rik, and quickens the re. 
turn. 

7. The fuperiority of our mariners in kill, aivity, enterprize, fubriety and 
order. : 

8. The cheapnefs of provifions. 

9. The cheapnets of catks, which, of itfelf, is faid to be equal to an extra profit of 
fifteen per cent. 

Thefe advantages are of fuch force, that, while experience has proved that no other 
mation can make a mercantile profit on the Newfoundland fithery, nor can fupport it 
without national aid, we can make a living profit, if vent for our fith can be 
procured, 

Of the difadvantages oppofed to us, thofe which depend on ourfelves are--- 

‘Tonnage and naval duties on the veflcls employed in the fithery. 

Impof duties on falt, on tea, rum, fugar, melafles, hooks, lines and leads, duck, 
cordage and cables, iron, hemp, and twine, ufed in the fithery. 

Coarfe woollens worn by the fithermen ; and the poll-tax levied by the ftate on 
their perfons. ‘The fatement, No.6. thews the amount of thefe, exclufive of the 
ftate tax, and drawback on the fith exported, to be 5. 25 dollars per man, or 57. 75 
dollars per vellel of fixty-five tons. When a bufinefs is fo nearly in equilibrio, that 
one can hardly difcern whether the profit be fufficient to continue it, or not, fmallec 
fums than thefe fuffice to tura the fcale againft it. To thefe difadvantages, add in- 
effe@tual duties on the importation of foreign fith. In juftification of thefe laf, it is 
urged that the foreign fith received, is in exchange for the produce of agriculture. 
‘To which it may be anfwered, that the thing given is more merchantable than that 
received in exchange, and that agriculture has too many markets to be allowed to 
take away thofe of the fitheries. It will reft, therefore, with the wifdom of the le- 
giflature, to decide, whether prohibition fhould not be oppofed to prohibition, and 
high duty to high duty, on the fith of other nations : whether any, and which, of the 
naval and other duties, may be remitted, or an equivalent given to the fifhermen im 
the form of a drawback or bounty ; and whether the lofs of markets abroad may not, 
in fome degree, be compenfated by creating markets at home ; to which might con- 
tribute the conftituting fifh a part of the military ration, in flations not too diftant 
from navigation, a part of the neceflary fea-ftores of veflels, and the. encouraging 
private individuals to let the fifhermen thare with the cultivator, in furnithing the 
fupplies of the table. A habit introduced from motives of patriotifm, would foon be 
followed from motives of taite : and who will uidertake to fix limits to this demand, 
if it can be once excited, with a nation which doubles, and will long continu to 
double, at very thort periods? 
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OF the difadvantages which depend on others, are— 

x. The lofs of the Mediterranean markets. 

2. Exclufions from the markets of fome of our neighbours, 

3. High duties in thofe of others, and— 

4 Bounties to the individuals in competition with us. 

The confideration of thefe will find its place more aptly, after a review of the con- 
dition of our whale fifhery {hall have led us to the fame point. To this branch of 
the fubje@, therefore, we will now proceed. 

The whale fithery was firft brought into notice of the fouthern nations of Europe, 
in the fifteenth century, by the fame Bifcayans and Bafques, who led the way to the 
fifhery of Newfoundland. They began it on their own coafts, but foon found that 
the principal refidence of the whale was in the northern feas, into which, therefore, 
they purfued him. In 1578, they empleyed twenty-five thips in that bufinels ; the 
Dutch and Hamburghers took it up after this, and ahout the middle of the feven- 
teenth century, the former employed about two hundred hips, and the latter three 
hundred and fifty. 

The Englith endeavoured alfo to participate of it. In 1672", they offered to their 
own fifhermen, a bounty of fix fhillings a ton, on the oil they fhould bring home ; 
and inftituted at different times, different exclufive companies, all of which failed of 
fuccefs. They raifed their bouuty in 1733+, to tweaty fhillings a ton on the ad- 
meafurement of the veffel. In 1740, to thirty fhillings, with a privilege to the fifher- 
men againft being impreffed. The Bafque-fithery, fupported by poverty alone, had 
maintained but a feeble exiftence, before competitors, aided by the bounties of their 
nation, and was, in fine, annihilated by the war of 1945, at the clofe of which, the 
Englifh bounty was raifed to forty fhillings. From this epoch, their whale fithery 
went on between the limits of twenty-eight and fixty feven veflels, till the com- 
mencement of the laft war. 

The Dutch, in the mean time, had declined gradually to about one hundred and 
thirty fhips, and have, fince that, fallen down to lefs than half that number : fo thae 
their fithery, notwithftanding a bounty of thirty florins a man, as well as that of Ham- 
burgh, is now nearly out of competition. 

In 1715,the Americans began their whale fifhery. They were led to it at fir by 
the whales which prefented themfelves on their coafts. They attacked them there ia 
{mall veffels of forty tons. As the whale, being infefled, retired from the coaft, they 
followed him farther and farther into the ocean, ftill enlarging their veffels, with their 
adventures, to fixty, one hundred, and two hundred tons. Having extended their 
purfuit to the weftern iflands, they fell in accidentally with the fpermacati whale, of 
a different fpecies from that of Greenland, which alone, had been hitherto known in 
commerce ; more fierce and active, and whofe oil and head matter was found to be 
more valuable, as it might be ufed in the interior of houfes, without offending the 
fmell. The diftinction now firft arofe between the northern and fouthern fihheries ; 
the object of the former, being the Greenland whale, which frequents the northera 
coafts and feas of Europe and America, that of the latter being the fpermacxti whak, 
which was found in the fouthern feas, from the weftern iflands, and coaft of Africa to 
that of Brazil, and ftill on to the Faulkiand iflands. Here again, within foundings, 
on the cvaft of Brazil, they found a third fpecies of whale, which they called the black 
or Brazil whale, {maller than the Greenland : yielding a ftill lefs valuable oil, fit on- 
ly for fummer ufe, as it becomes opaque at fifty degrees of Farenheit’s thermometer, 
while that of the fpermacati whale is limpid to forty-one, and of the Greenland 
whale to thirty-fix, of the fame thermometer. It is only worth taking therefore, 
when it falls in the way of the fifhermen, but not worth fecking, except when they 
have failed of fuccefs againft the fpermaceti whale, in which cafe, this kind, cafily 
found and taken, ferves to moderate their lofs. 

In 1771, the Americans had onc hundred and eighty-three veffels, of thirteen 
thoufand eight hundred and twenty tons, in the northern fithery, and one hundred and 
twenty-one veffels, of fourteen thoufand and twenty tons, in the fouthern; navigated 
by four thoufand and fifty-nine men. At the beginning of the late war, they had one 
hundred and feventy-feven veficls in the northern, and ome hundred and thirty-two 
in the fouthern fifhery. 


* a5 Car. Il. c. 9, ¢ 6G. 1 & 33 
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At that period, our fithery being fufpended, the Englith feized the opportunity of 
pufhing theirs. ‘They gave additional bounties of five hundred, four hundred, three 
hundred, two huntired, and one hundred pounds fterling, annually, to the five thips 
which fhould take the greateft quantities of oil. The effect of which was fuch, as, by 
the year 1786, to double the Quantity of common oil, neceflary for their own confump. 
tion. Finding, ona review of the fubje.2, at that time, that their bounties had cof 
the government thirteen pounds ten fhillings fterling a man, annually, or fixty per 
cent. on the cargoes,a part of which went confequently to eafe the purchafes of this 
article made by foreign nations, they reduced the northern bounty from forty to thir. 
ty fhillings the ton, of admeafurement. 

, They had fome little time before turned their attention to the fouthern fithery, had 
given very great bounties in t*, and had invited the fifhermen of the united tkates to 
conduét their wfiterprifes. Under their guidance, and with fuch encouragement, this 
fifhery, which had only begun with them in 1784 or 1785, was rifing into value. In 
1738, they increafed} their bounties, and the temptations to our fithermen, under the 
eeneral defcription of foreigners who had been employed in the whale fifhery, to pafs 
ever with their families and veffels to the Britifh dominions, either in America or 
Europe, but preferably to the latter. The effe@ of thefe meafures had been prepared 
by our whale oil’s becoming fubject, in their market, to the foreign duty of eighteen 
pounds five fhillings Rerling the ton, which, being more than equal to the price of the 
common oil, operated as a prohibition on that, and gave to their own fpermacati oil, 
a preference over ours tothat amount. ‘The particulars of this hiftory are prefented 
to the eye, more in detail, in the table No. 7. 

lhe fithermen of the united fates, left without refource by the lofs of their market, 
began to think of accepting the Britith invitation, and of removing—fome to Nova. 
Scotia, preferring fmaller advantages in the neighbeurhood of their ancient coun. 
try vad friends, others to Great Britain, poftponing country and friends to high 
Pp! miums. 

(he government of France could nat be inattentive to thefe proceedings. They 
{iw the danger of letting four or five thoufand feamen, of the beft in the world, be 
transferred to the marine ftrength of another nation, and carry over with them an 
art, which they poffeffed almolt exclufively. To give time for a counter-plan, the 
marquis de la Fayette, the valuable friend and citizen of this, as well as that country, 
wrote to agentleman in Boftoa to difluade the fifhermen from accepting the Britihh 
propofals, and to affure them that their friends in France would endeavour to do 
fomething for them. A veffel was then arrived from Halifax, at Nantucket, to take 
off thole who had propofed to remove. Two families had gone aboard, and others 
were <. In this moment, the letter arriving fufpended their defigns. Not 
another went aboard, and the veilel returned to Halifax, with only the two 
families. 

The plan adopted by the French miniftry, very different from that of the firk 
mover, Was to give a counter-invitation to the Nantucket men to remove and fettle 
in Dunkirk, offering a bounty of fifty lvres (between nine and ten dollars) a ton on 
the admeafurement of the veffeis they fhould equip for the whale-fifhery, with fome 
other advantages. Nine families only, of thirty-three perfons, accepted this invita 
tion ‘This was in1785. In 1786,the miniftry were led to fee, that their invitation 
would produce but little effeQ, and that the true means of preventing the emigration 
of our fifhermen to the British dominions, would be to enable them ftill to follow their 
calling from their native couutry, by giving them a new market for their oils, inftead 
of the old one they had loft. The duties were, therefore, abated on American whale 
oil immediately, and a further abatement promifed by the letter No. 8; and in 
December, 1787, the arret No. 9. was paffed. 

the rival filsermen immediately endeavoured to turn this meafure to their own 
advantage, by pouring their whale oils into the markets of France, where they were 
enabled, by the great premiums received from their government, perhaps too by ex- 
traordinary indefnifications, to underfell both the French and American fifhermer. 
‘To repel this meafure, France fhut her ports to all foreign fith oils whatever, by the 
arret No. :o, The Britifh whale fifhery fell, in confequence, the enfuing year, from 
two hundred and twenty-two, to one hundred and feventy-cight fhips, But this ge- 
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fore, by the arret No. 11, the ports of France, {till remaining fhut to all other na- 
tions, Were again OF ened te the produce of the whale fifherices of the united flates ; 
continuing, however, their endeavours to recover a fhare in this fithery themfelves, 
by the aid of our fifhermen. In 1784,—5,—6, they had four fhips; in 1787, three ; 





| 
neral exclufion had palfied our fifhery alfo. On the 7th of December, 1728, there- { ; 
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in 1788, feventeen in the twe fithe ries, of fuur thoufand’ five hundred tons. Thefe 
colt ‘them in bounty two huadred and twenty-five thouland livres, which divided on j 





one thoufand five hundred and fifty tons of oil, the quantity they took, amounted 
to one hundred and forty-five livres (near cwenty-teven dollars) the ton; and on 
about one hundred natives on board the icventcen thips, (for there were one hundred i 
and fifty Americans engaged by the voyage) came to two thoufand two hundred and 
fifty livres, or about four hundred and fixteen dollars and two-thirds a man. 
Ve have had,during the years 1787, 1788, 17389, on au average, nimety-one vellels, 
of five thoufand eight hundred and twenty tons, in the northern, and thirty-one, of 











four thoufand three shendited and ninety tons, in the fouthern fiihery. Sec. No. 12. ; 
Thefe details will enable congréfs to fee with what a competition ‘e have to 

ftrugg'e for the continuance of this fifhe: Y, not to fay its increase. Againft prohibie- 

tory duties in one country, and bounties to the adventurers in both of thofe which are { 

contending with each other for the fame object, ours have no auailiaries but poverty | = 





and rigorous economy. The bufinels, unaided, 
peculiar advantages for the northern filhery, as 
the grounds, as navigating with more economy than any other nation in Europe, their 
feamen content with lower wages, and their merchants with lower profits. Yet the 


memorial. (No. 13,) from a committee of the whale merchants to the Rates general of 
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Holiand, in the year 1775, flates, that 14 millions of guilders, equal to five millions 
fix hundred thoufand dollars, had been Joit in that fifhery in forty-feven years, being 
about one hundred and twenty thoutand dollars a year Ihe itates general thereupon 





gave a bounty of thirty guildersa man to the filhermen. A perfon intimately ac- 
quainted with the Britith whale a , and whole information merits confidence, has 
given affurance that - fhips employed in their northern flhery in 1788, funk eight 
Cendant pounds each, on an average, more than the amounr of the produce and boun- ; 


tics. An Englith fhi p of three hundred tons, and forty-twe feamen, in this fithery, } 








geacrally brings home, after a fuur months vome , twenty-live tons of oil, worth four 4 
hundred and thirty feven pounds ten fhillings, fterling; but the wages of the officers ' 
and feamen will be four hundred pounds, there remain but thirty-ieven pound s ten 

fhilliags, not worth taking into account towards the outfit and merchants’ profit. 





government; andit is on this idea that the Britiih 


Thefe then mutt be paid by the 
bounty is calculated. 
Our veiléls for the northern fifhery average fixty-four tons, and cof, when built 
ia , 


fitted out, and victualled for their firlt voyage, about three thouland dollars. They 4 







have taken on an average the three fait years, according to the ttatement No. 12 
& é ~ . 





cightcen ton of oil, worth, at our market, nine hundred dollars, which a to pay ill 
and fubfift the fifhermen and 1 chant. Qur veffeis for the iouthern 1- ; 







expences, 























ry average ome hundred and forty tons, ard colt, when built, fitted out, and vi ale 
led for their fir voyage, about {ix ufand five hundred dollars. ‘hey have taken 
en an averaye, the three laft years, according to the tame ‘tatement, thirty-two tons ' 
of vil, each worth at our market, th: thoufand two hundred doliars, which are in ; 
like manner, to pay all expenies, and fubfift rhe owners and navigators. Thefe ex- 
penies are great, asthe voyages ar nerally of twelve months duration. No 
can arife of their condition being bettered by an augmentation of the pric { oul. *% 
This is kept down by the competition of the vegetable oils, which antwer fame 
purpoies, not quite io Well, but well cnougna to dD ne | erat , wel i , > 
be raifed, and fo well indeed as to be more gencraidly uled than the fith sfor light- ' 
ning houfes and cities 
The American whale fithery 18 Prilic ipally followed by tl inhab Canis har i 
of Nantucket, a fand bar of about tifteen miles long and three broa i maine 
taining by its agriculture about twenty familics: but it employed C- 
fore the war, between five and fir ufand men and boys; and in ti t 
potleifes, it had one hundred and forty veflels, one hu l and t ‘jy ' ‘ t 
were of the larger kind, as being emp! n the ern fifhes i : 








then, ¢ the y have no retource, ail ik that ol their libery Camnet Oc , UsFieu sro) Cilcis 
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own habitations, it is natural that they fhould feek others, from which it can be 
followed, and preferably thofe where they will find a famenefs of language, religion, 
Jaws, habits, and kindred. A foreign emiflary has lately been among them, for the 
purpofe of renewing the invitations to a change of fituation. But attached to their 
native country, they prefer continuing in it, if their continuance there can be made 
fupportable. 

This brings us to the queftion, what relief does the condition of this fihery 
require ? 

rit. A remiffion of duties on the articles ufed for their calling. 

ad. A retaliating duty on foreign oils, coming to feck a competition with them 
in or from our ports. 

3d. Free markets abroad. 

1ft. The remiflion of duties will ftand on nearly the fame ground with that te 
the cod fifhermen. 

2d, The only nation whofe oil is brought hither for competition with our own, 
makes ours pay a duty of about cighty-two dollars the ton, in their ports. Theirs 
is brought here too, to be re-fhipped, fraudulently, under our flag, into ports where 
it could not be received under theirs, and ought not to be covered by ours, if we mean 
te preferve our own admiflion into them. The 

3d. And principal obje&, is to find markets for the vent of oil. 

Portugal, England, Holland, Sweden, Denmark, Pruflia, Ruffia, the Hanfe towns, 
fupply themfelves and fomething more. Spain and Italy receive fupplies from 
England, and need the lefs as their fkies are clearer. France is the only country 
which can take our furplus, and they take principally of the common oil ; as the habit 
is but commencing with them of afcribing a juft value to that of the fpermacati 
whale. Some of this, however, finds its vent there. There was, indeed, a particular 
iuterelt perpetually foliciting the exclufion of our oils from their markets. The late 
government there faw weil, that what we fhould lofe thereby, would be gained by 
others, not by themfelves. And we are to hope that the prefent government, as wife- 
ly and friendly, will alfo view us, not as rivals, but as co-operators againft a common 
rival. Friendly arrangements with them, and accommodation to mutual intereft, 
rendered eafier by frien #y difpofitions exifting on both fides, may long fecure to us 
this important refource for our feamen. Nor is it the intereft of the fifhermen alone, 
which calls for the cultivation of friendly arrangements with that nation. Befides 
five-eighths of our whale oil, and two-thirds of our falted fith, they take from us one- 
fourth of our tobacco, three-fourths of our live-ftock, (No. 14,) a confiderable and 
growing portion of our rice, great fupplies occafionally of other grain; in 1789, 
which, indeed, was extraordinary, four millions of bufhels of wheat, and upwards of a 
million of bufhels of rye and barley (No. 15,)and nearly the whole carried in our own 
veffels, (No. 16.) They are a free market now ; and will in time be a valuable one for 
our fhips and thip-timber, potafh and peltry. 

England is the market for the greater part of our fpermaceti oil. They impofe 
on ail our oils, a duty of eighteen pounds five fhillings fterling the ton, which, as to 
the common kind, is a prohibition, as has been before obferved, and as to that of the 
fpermaceti, gives a preference of theirs over ours to that amuunt, fo as to leave, in the 
end, but a feanty benefit to the fifhermen : and not long fince»by a change of con- 
ftruction, without any change of the law, it was made to exclude our oils from their 
ports, when carried in our own ¢effels. On fome change of circumftance, it was 
con(trued back again to the reception of our oils ; on paying always, however, the 
fame duty of eighteen pounds five fhillings. This ferves to thew, that the tenure, by 
which we hold the admiflion of this commodity in their markets, is as precarious 4s 
it ishard. Nor can it be announced, that there is any difpofition on their part to 
arrange this or any other commercial matter, to mutual convenience. ‘The exparte 
regulations, which they have begun, for mounting their navigation on the ruins of 
ours, can only be oppofed by counter-regulations on our part. And the lofs of fea- 
men, the natural conlequence of Joft and obftructed markets for our fith and oil, calls, 
in the firft place, for ferious and timely attention. It will be too late, when the fea- 
man fhail have changed his vocation, or gone over to another intereft. If we cannot 
recover and fecure for him thofe important branches of employment, it behooves 
us to replace them by others equivalent. We have three uurferics for forming 
fcamen i— 
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1. Our coafting trade, already on a fafe footing. ' 
a. Our fifheries, which, in fpite of natural advantages, give juft caufe of 

anxiety. . : 
3. Our carrying trade, the only refource of indemnification for what we lofe in the 

other. The produce of the united ftates, which is carried to foreign markets, is ex- 

tremely bulky. That part ef it, now in the hands of foreigners, and which we may 


















refume into our own, without touching the rights of thofe nations who have met us in ; 
fair arrangements by treaty, or the interefts of thofe, who, by their voluntary regula~ 

tions, have paid fo juft and liberal a refpect to our interefts, as, being mealured ’ 
back to them again, places both parties on as good ground, perhaps, as treaties could ‘ 


place them—the proportion, I fay, of our carrying trade, which may be refumed 

without affecting either of thefe defcriptions of nations, will find conftant employment 

for ten thoufand feamen—be worth two millions of dollars annually—will go om 

augmenting with the population of the united ftates—fecure tu us a full indemnifica- 

tion for the feamen we lofe, and be taken whelly from thofe who force us to this ac& : 
of felf-protection, in navigation. 

[To be continued. } 
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Fellew-Citizens of the Senate, and of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 


7 

MEET you, upon the prefent occafion, with the feelings which are naturally i 

infpired by a itreng impreflion of the profperous fituation of our common country, 

and by a perfuafion equally ftrong that the labours of the feflion, which has juft com- 

meticed, will, under the guidance of a fpirit no lefs prudent than patriotic, iflue in 
1eafures, conducive to the ftability and increafe of national profperity. 

Numerous as are the providential bleflings which demand our grateful acknow- 


ledgements—the abundance with which another yearhas again rewarded the induftry : e 

of the hufbandman is too important to efcape recollection. ry 
Your own objervations, in your refpective fituations, will have fatisfied you of the 24 

progreflive ftate of agriculture, manufactures, commerce and navigation : In tracing 

their caufes, you will have remarked, with particular pleafure, the happy efie@s of ¢ 


that revival of confidence, public as well as private, to which the conititution and 
laws of the united flates have fo eminently contributed : And you will have obferved, I 
with no lefs intereit, new and decifive proofs of the encreafing reputation and credit ce 
of the nation. But you neverthelefs cannot fail to derive fatisfaction from the cons 
firmation of thefe circumftances, which will be difclofed in the feveral official come 
munications that will be made to you, in the courfe of your deliberations. 

The rapid fubfcriptions to the Bank of the united ftates, which completed the fum 
allowed to be fubfcribed in a fingle day, is among the ftriking and pleafing evidences 
which prefent themfelves, not only of confidence in the government, but of refource ' : 
in the community. 

In the interval of your recefs, due attention has been paid to the execution of the 
different obje&s which were ipecially provided for by the laws and refolutions of the ‘a 
laft feflion. : 

Among the moft important of thefe, 1s the defence and fecurity of the weftern fron- \ : 
tiers. ‘To accomplifh it on the moit humane principles, was a primary wilh. 

Accordingly, at the fame time that treaties have been provifionally concluded, and 5 
other proper means ufed to attach the wavering, and to confirm in their friendthip ' 
the well-difpofed tribes of Indians—effetual meafures have been adopted to make 
thofe of a hoftile defcription fenlible, that a pacification was defired upon terms of 
moderation and juttice. 

Thefe meafures having proved unfuccefsful, it became necefflary to convince the re- 
fraQory of the power of the united fates to punifh their depredations. Offentiive 
operations have therefore been direfed ; to be condudéied, however, as confifiently as 
polble with the dictates ef humanity. Some of thel¢ have been crowned wath full 
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fuccefs, and others are yet depending. The expeditions which have heen completed 

were carried on under the authority, and at the expence of the united fates, by the 

militia of Keutucky ; whofe enterprife, intrepidity, and good conduct, are entitled 
to peculiar commendation. 

Overtures of peace are ftill continued to the deluded tribes, and confiderable num. 
bers of individuals belonging to them have lately renounced all further oppolition, 
removed from their former fituatious, and placed themfelves under the immediate 
protection of the united itates. 

It is fincerely to be defired, that all need of coercion, in future, may ceafe ; and that 
an intimate intercourfe may fucceed; calculated to advance the happinels of the In. 
dians, and to attach them firmly to the united fates. 

in order to this, it feems neceflary, 

That they thould experience the benefits of an impartial difpenfation of juftice. 

That the mode of alicnating their lands, the main fource of difcuntemt and war, fhould 
be fo defined and regulated, asto obviate impofition, and, as far as may be prac. 
ticable, controverfy, concerning the reality and extent of the alienations which are 
made. 

That commerce with them fhould be promoted under regulations tending to fecure 
an equitable deportment towards them, and that fuch rational experiments fhould 
be made, for imparting to them the bleflings of civilization, as may, from time te 
time, fuit their condition. 

That the executive of the united ftates fhould be enabled to employ the means to 
which the Indians have been long accuitomed for uniting their immediate interes 
with the prefervation of peace. 

And, that efhcacious provifion fhould be made for infliding adequate penalties upon 
all thofe, who, by violating their rights, thall infringe the treaties, and endanger 
the peace of the union. 

A fyftem correfponding with the mild principles of religion and philanthropy to- 
wards an unenlightened race of men, whole happinefs materially depends on the con- 
duct of the united ftates, would be as honourable to the national character as con- 
formable to the dictates of found policy. 

‘The powers fpecially vefted in me by the act laying certain duties on diftilled 
fpirits, which refpe& the fubdivitions of the diltricts into furveys, the appointment of 
officers, and the aflignment of compenfations, have likewiie been carried into effect. 
In a matter in which both oiaterials and experience were wanting to guide the cal- 
culation, it will be readily conceived that there mult have been difficulry in fuch an 
adjuftment of the rates of compenfation as would conciliate a reafonable competency 
with a proper regard to the limits preferibed by the law. It is heped that the cir- 
cumfpection which has been ufed will be found in the refult to have fecured the lat 
of the two objeéts; but it is probable, that with a view to the firlt, in fome inttances, 
arevifion of the provifion will be found advifeabie. 

The impreflions with which this law has been received by the community have 
been, upon the whole, fuch as were to be expected among enlightened and well dif- 
pofed citizens, from the propriety and neceflity of the meafure. ‘The novelty how- 
ever of the tax, in a confiderable part of the united fates, and a mifeonception of 
fome of its provifions, have given occafion, in particular places, to fome degree of dil- 
content. But it 1s fatisfaGtory to know, that this difpofition yields to proper explana- 
tions, and more juit apprehenfions of the true nature of the Jaw. And I entertains 

full confidetee, that it will, in all, give way to motives which arife out of a juit fenie 
of duty, and a virtuous regard to the public welfare. 

If there are any circumitances in the law, which, confiftently with its main defign, 
may ,be fo varied as to remove any well-intentioned objeQions that may happen to 
exift, it will confit with a wife moderation to make the proper variations. It is de- 
firable, on all occafions, to unite With a fteady and firm adherence to conftitutional 
and neceflary acts of government, the fulleft evidence of a difpofition, as far as may 
be pratticable, to confult the withes of every part of the community, and to lay the 
foundations of the public adminiitration in the affections of the people. 

Purfuant to the authority contained in the feveral acts on that fubje&t—a diftrié 
of ren miles fquare, for the permanent feat of the government of the united ftates, has 
been fixed, and announced by proclamation; which difri& will comprehend lands 
on both fides of the river Potowmac, and the towns ofAlexandria and George- Towa, 
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A city has alfo been laid out, agreeably to a plan which will be placed before congrefs : 
And as there is a profpect, favoured by the rate of fales which have already taken 
place, of ample funds for carrying on the neceflary public buildings, there is every 
expectation of their due progrefs. ; ; 

rhe completion of the cenfus of the inhabitants, for which provifion was made by 
law, has been duly notified (excepting one initance in which the return has been in- 
formal, and another in which it has been omitted, or mifcarried) and the returns of 
the officers who were charged with this duty, which will be laid before you, wiil give 
you the pleafing affurance, that the prefent population of the united ftates borders on 
four millions of perfons 

Itis proper alfo to inform you, that a further loan of two millions and an half of 
florins has been completed in Holland ; the terms of which are fimilar to thefe of 
the one laft announced, except as to a {mall reduction of charges. Another, on like 
terms, for fix millions of florins, had been fet on foot, under circunrftances that aflured 
an immediate completion. 

Gentlemen of the Senate, 

Two treaties which have been provifionally concluded with the Cherokees, and Sz 

mations of Indians, will be laid before you, for your confideration and ratification. 
Gentlemen of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 

In entering upon the difcharge ol your legiflative truft, you muft anticipate with 
pleafure, that many of the difficulties, neceflarily incident to the firft arrangements 
of anew goverment, for an extenfive country, have been happily furmounted by the 
zealous and judicious exertions of your predeceflors, in co-operation with the other 
branch of the legiflature. ‘The important objects which remain to be accomplithed, 
will, | am perfuaded, be conducted upon principles equally comprehenfive, and equally 
well calculated for the advancement of the general weal 

The time limited for receiving {ubfcriptions to the loans propofed by the a& making 
provifion for the debt of the united fates having expired, itatements from the proper 
department will, as foon as pollible, apprite yeu of the exact refult. Enough, however, 
is already known, to afford an aflurance that the views of that act have been fubitan- 
tially fulfilled. ‘The fubfcription in the dogettic debt of the united flates has em- 
braced by far the greatelt proportion of that debt ; aflording, at the fame time, proof 
of the general fatistaction of the public creditors with the fyttem which has been pro- 
pe fed to their acc ‘prance, and of the ipirit of accomn odation to the convenience of 
the government with which they are actuated. ‘The fubicriptions in the debts of the 
refpective ftates, as far asthe provifions of the law have permitted, may be faid to be 
yct more general. The part of the debt of the united ftates which remains. unfub- 
icribed, will naturally engage your further deliberations, 

It is particularly pleafing to me to be able to announce to you, that the revenues 
which have been citablifhed promife to be adequate to their objects ; and may be per- 
mitted, if no unforefeen exigency occurs, to fuperiede, for the present, the neceflity of 
any new burthens upon our conttituents. 

Au obje& which will claim your early attention is,a provifion for the current fer- 
vice of the enluing year, together with fuch aicertained demands upon the treaiury 
as require to be ammediatcly difcharged, and fuch cafualties as may have arifes 
in the execution of the public butineds, for which no tpecific appropriation may have 
yet been made; of all which a proper eftimate will be laid before you. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and LHouje of Repre/entatives, 

I fhall conteat myfelf with a general reference to former communications for feveral 
objects, upon which the urgency of other affairs has hitherto poltponed any definitive 
refolution. ‘Their importance will recall them to your attention ; and I truft that the 
progrets already made in the molt arduous arrangements of the government, will af- 
ford you leifure to refume them with advantage. , 

here are, however, fome of them of which lecannot forbear a more particular 
mention.—Thefe are the militia, the poft-office and poft-roads—the mint, weights 
aud meafures, and a provifion for the fale of the vacant lands of the united ftates. 

The firft is certainly an obje& of primary importance, whether viewed in refer- 
ence to the national fecurity, to tl 


e fatislaclion of the community, or to the preferwa- 
tion of order. Ju connection with 


this, the eftablithment of competent magazines 
andarfenals, and the fortification of fuch places as are peculiarly important and vul- 
nerable, naturally present themicives to confideration. Ihe tafety of the united Rates, 
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under divine protection, ought to reft on the bafis of fyftematic and folid arrange. 
ments; expofed as little as poflible to the hazards of fortuitous circumfances. 

The importance of the poft-office and poft-roads, on a plan fufficiently liberal and 
comprehenfive, as they refpect the expedition, fafety, and facility of communication 
is increafed by their inftrumentality in diffufing a knowledge of the laws and proceed. 
ings of the government ; which, while it contributes to the fecurity of the people 
ferves alfo to guard them againft the effects of mifreprefentation and mifconception, 
The eftablifhment of additional crofs-pofts, efpecially to fome of the important points 
in the weftern and northern parts of the union, cannot fail to be of material utility, 

The diforders in the exifting currency, and efpecially the fcarcity of {mall change, 
a fearcity fo peculiarly diftrefling to the poorer claffes, ftrongly recommend the car. 
rying into immediate effect the refolution already entered into concerning the eftab. 
lithment of amint. Meafures have been taken, purfuant to that refolution, for pro- 
curing fome of the moft neceflary artifts, together with the requifite apparatus. 

An uniformity in the weights and meafures of the country is among the important 
objects fubmitted to you by the conftitution, and, if it can be derived from a fland. 
ard at once invariable and univerfal, muft be no lefs honourable to the public coun. 
cils, than conducive to the public convenience. 

A provifion for the fale of the vacant lands of the united ftates is particularly urg. 
ed, among other reafons, by the important confiderations, that they are pledged as a 
fund for reducing the public debt ; that, if timely and judicioufly applied, they may 
fave the neceflity of burthening our citizens with new taxes for the extinguifhment 
of the principal ; and that being free to difcharge the principal, but in a limited pro. 
portion, no opportunity ought to be loft for availing the public of its rights. 

G. WASHINGTON, 
United States, O&. 25,1791. 
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Appress of the House of Representatives, in Anfwer to the forts 
going SPEECH. 


To GEORGE WASHINGTON, Presitvent of the UNITED STATES. 


SIR, 


N receiving your addrefs at the opening of the prefent f{eflion, the houfe of repre« 

fentatives have taken an ample fhare in the feelings infpired by the aétual prof- 
perity and flattering profpets of our country: and whilll, with becoming gratitude 
to heaven, we afcribe this happinefs to the true fource from which it flows, we be- 
hold, with an animating pleafure, the degree in whichthe conftitution and laws of the 
united ftates have been inftrumental in difpenfing it. 

It yields us particular fatisfaction to learn the fuccefs with which the different im- 

rtant meafures of the government have proceeded ; as well thofe {pecially provid- 
ed for at the laft feflion, as thofe of preceding date. The fafety of our weftern fron- 


- tiers, in which the lives and repofe of fo many of our fellow citizens are involved, be- 


ing peculiarly interefting, your communications on that fubject are proportionally 
grateful to us. 

The gallantry and good conduct of the militia whofe fervices were called for, is an 
honourable confirmation of the efficacy of that precious refource of a free Rate. And 
we anxioufly with that the confequences of their fuccefsful enterprizes, and the other 
proceedings to which you have referred, may leave the united ftates free to purfue 
the moft benevolent policy toward#the unhappy and deluded race of people in out 
neighbourhood. 

The amount of the population of the united ftates, determined by the returns of the 
cenfus, is a fource of the moft pleafing reflefions, whether it be viewed in relation 
to our national fafety and refpectability, or as a proof of the felicity in the fituation 
of our country, which favours fo unexampled a rapidity in its growth. 

Nor ought any to be infenfible to the additional motive fuggefted by this impor- 
tant fa@, to perpetuate the free government ¢ftablithed, with a wife adminiftratien of 
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it, to. a portion of the earth which promifes fuch an increafe of the number which is 
to enjoy thofe bleflings within the limits of the united fates. 

We thall proceed, with all the refpect due to your patriotic recommendations, and 
with a deep fenfe of the truft committed to us by our fellow-citizens, to take into 
confideration the various and important matters falling within the prefent feffion. 
And in difcuffing and deciding each, we hall fecl every difpofition, whilft we are pur- 
fuing the public welfare, which muft be the fupreme objeé& with all our conftituents, 
to accommodate as far as poflible the means of attaining it to the fentiments and withes 
of every part of them. 

Signed by order, and in behalf of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 
JONATHAN TRUMBULL, Spealer. 
Atteft. JOHN BECKLEY, Cileré. 


Tue PRESIDENT’s REPLY. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE pleafure I derive from an affurance of your attention to the objects I have 
recommended to you, is doubled by your concurrence in the teftimony I have borne 
to the profperous condition of our public affairs. 

Relying on the fanctions of your enlightened judgment, and on your patriotic aid, 
I fhall be the more encouraged in all my endeavours for the public weal ; and par- 
ticularly in thofe which may be required on my part for executing the falutary mea- 
fures | anticipated from your prefent deliberations 

GEORGE WASHINCTON. 
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TERMS and CONDITIONS declared by the Presipent of the 
Unitep States, for Regulating the Materials and Manner of the 
Buildings and improvements on the Lots in the City of W ASHING- 
TON. 


Sno the outer and party-walls of all houfes within the faid city fhall be 
built of brick or fton:. 

ad. That all buildings on the ftreets thall be parallel thereto, and may be advanc- 
ed to the line of the flreet, or withdrawn therefrom, at the pleafure of the improv- 
er: But where any fuch building is about to be ere&ed, neither the foundation nor 
party-wall fhall be begun, without firft applying to the perfon or perfons appointed 
by the commiflioners to fuperintend the buildings within the city, who will afcer- 
tain the lines of the walls to correfpond with thefe regulations. 

3d« The wall of no houfe to be higher than forty feet to the roof, in any part of 
the city ; nor fhall any be lower than thirty-tive feet, on any of the avenues. 

4th. That the perfon or perfons appointed by the commiflioners to fuperintend the 
buildings, may enter on the land of any perfon, to fet out the foundation and regulate 
the walls to be built between party and party, as to the breadth and thicknefs there- 
of: Which foundation fhall be laid equally upon the lands of the perfons between 
whom fuch party-walls are to be built, and fhall be of the breadth and thicknefs de- 
termined by fuch perfon proper; and the firft builder thall be reimburfed one moiety 
of the charge of fuch party-wall, or fo much thereof as the next builder fhal! have ec- 
cafion to make ufe of, before fuch next builder {hall any ways ufe or break into the 
wall—The charge or value thereof to be fet by the perfon or perfons fo appointed by 
the commiffioners. ° 

sth. As temporary conveniences will be proper for lodging werkmen and fecur- 
ing materials for building, it is to be underitood that fuch may be ereéted with the 
approbation of the commiffioners: But they may be removed or difcontinued, by the 
ipecial order of the commiflioners. 

6th. The way into the fquares being defigned in a {pecial manner for the common 
wie and convenience of the occupiers of the refpelive fquares—the property im the 


Offober, 1791. N n 








282 Intelligence. 


fame is referved to the public, fo that there may be an immediate interference on any 
abufe of the ufe thereof, by any individual, to the nuifance or obftruction of others, 
‘The proprietors of the lots adjoining the entrance into the {quares, on arching ove; 
the entrance, and fixing gates in the manner the commiffioners fhall approve, thalj 
be entitled to divide the {pace over the arching, and build it up with the range of 
that line of the fquare. 

7th, No vaults fhall be permitted under the ftreets, nor any. encroachments on the 
{oot-way above, by fleps, ftoops, porches, cellar-doors, windows, ditches, or leaning 
walls; nor fhall there be any projection ever the ftreets, other than the eves of th. 
houfes, without the confent of the commiffioners. 

Sth. Thefe regulations are the terms and conditions upon which conveyances ap 
to be made, according to the deeds in truft of the lands within the city. 

G WASHINGTON. 
OGeber 17, 1791. 
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The CHRONICLE. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE, 


GREAT-BERIUTALUN, 


LONDON, | Sept. 3. 

HE party has, doubtlefs, great reafon to boaft of their wifdom in paffing feo. 

tence of ba: iftment upon Mr. Burke, from the black town of Sinope ; they 
will now have the mortification to hear of that gentleman’s thundering and convin- 
cing eloquence being difplayed in the upper houfe; it being his majefty’s with to dif- 
tinguifh and reward fuch eminent abilities and integrity, with fome fpecial mark of 
his royal favour, and to retain Mr. Burke ftill in the fervice of his country ; although 
he has more pretenfions than any man we know to enjoy the otiwm cum dignitate. He 
is to be Lord Beaconsfield. 


WHITEHALL, Anguf 30. 

In confequence of the late cdi of the Spanith government refpecting foreigners, 
the principal merchants and other Britith fubjects refiding in Alicant, were, on the 
jth inftant, required by the yovernor to declare whether they chofe to be confidered 
and claffled as foreigners Tran/ewntes or Doniciliados. Ou their preferring the latter 
clafs, they were ordered to leave Alicant within fifteen days and were required to 
take an oath of implicit obedience to the laws of Spain during that period. Mefirs, 
Keith and Macdonald having declined compiying with this order, they were confined 
in the caftle of Alicant. 

On the receipt of this intelligence at Madrid, Count Florida Blanca immediately 
aflured Lord St. Helen’s that he entirely difapproved of every part of the governor's 
conduct 4 that orders fhould be immediately given for the-releafe of Meffrs. Keith and 
Macdonald, without a moment’s deJay ; and that the governor fhould be called upoa 
to prove any charge that he might have againft them, and, on his failing to make it 
good, that thofe gentlemen fhould certainly receive due fatisfakion. Count Florida 
Blanca added, that he had, the preceding evening, fent orders on this fubje@, which 
would, he trufied, fecure his Majefty’s fubjects fettled at Alicant from any further 
moleftation. 

Within a few hours after this converfation, Count Florila Blanca fent Lord 5t. 
Helen's the abovementioned order for the releafe of Mefirs. Keith and Macdonald, 
which his excellency immediately forwarded to Alicant. 


WARWICK, Anguf 27. 
Birmingham, Rioters. 
Four of the rioters lately tried have been capitally convited, and Baron Perrys 
having left town, all the convicts muft meet their fate, as his lordhhip left no room te 
expect areprieve, nor give any hopes of mercy. 
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‘The oath to be taken by ftrangers has heen fo modified as to bind them only not 
to hold any commu nscation with their own country on affairs of ftate or matters of 


government. 













VIENNA, Auguft 24. 


Laft funday 2 courier arrived at the houfe of Prince Gallitzin, the Ruffian ambaf- ; 
fador, from prince Repnin, with news, that on 11th inft. the preliminary articles of 
peace between Ruflia and the Porte, were figned at Galatz by him and the Grand 
Vizier, and that in order to havetime for adjufting a definitive treaty, and appointiag 
commiflioners for that purpofe, they had agreed upon an armiltice for eight months. 








Extra of a letter from the Hague, September, 2- 


“ An exprefs is arrived here with account that peace has been figned between Ruf- ' 
Ga and she Porte, at Maczin, in fight of the two armies . 
“ There is not the leaft doubt of the powers of Europe forming a league to fettle 
the affairs of France; but it is faid, that the courts of England, Pruffia and Holland, 
have not yet abfolutely come into the views of other powers in that important affair.” 
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DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


PORTSMOUTH, (N.H.) September 22- 


Laft Friday the convention, which met at Concord for the purpofe of revifing the 
conftitution of this ftate, adjourned to meet at the fame place the fecond Wednef- 
day of February next. The alterations agreed upon, are referred to a commuittee of 
ten, to report at the adjourned meeting. 



















NEW-YORK, Odobter 26. 


Laft Monday night, about 11 o'clock, a building in Broad-{treet, occupied by Mr. bi 
Ritchie, manufacturer of ftarch and hair-powder, took fire, and was very foom reduced ; 
to afhes. Confiderable damage was done to an adjoining houfe. 


— -—_———- ee 


BALTIMORE, Odtsber 25. 


Extra& of a letter from a ve/peTlable gentleman in Baltimore county, to bis friend in thit town, 

dated the 19th inflaat. 4 

I have a remarkable breed of theep, which hath been produced by adding to my 
flock a Perfian ram, 

“ The other day I feparated from the reft twelve wethers; thefe I intend to kill 
this winter :—They appeared fo uncommonly fat and large, that I was induced to 
weigh them alive ; the particular weight of cach fheep was as follows :—154, 177, 

182, 168, 157, 168, 188, 574, L55, 172, 152, 169—Total 2orsib.” 
DUMFRIES, O&eber 20. 

We, the Grand Jury for the diftrict of Dumfries, do prefent asa grievance, the ex- 
iting laws of this commonwealth ; whereby landed property is protected from fale 
by execution for payment of debts. 

We fee with regret, many inftances of injoffice, and we apprehend much imme 
rality is thereby encouraged. 
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ALEXANDRIA, Odoler, 31. 


Account of the flour infpefted at this port, for the laft twa years, (taken from the in/peBor’; 
books ) viz. 
From the rft of Augut 1789, tothe firft of Auguft 1790—-42,220 barrels. From 
the rt of Auguit 1790, to the rit of Auguft 1791—50,33% barrels. 
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PHILADELPHIA, O&ober 8. 

It is faid in a Richmond paper, that Mr. Robert Carter, of Nominy, Virgi, 
nia, has emancipated 442 flaves—This, if true, is a facrifice on the altar of Humagi. 
ty of perhaps an hundred thoufand dollars—and is the more,extraordinary and praig, 
worthy in an age when Mammon is the god that commands the moft extenfive cop, 
gregation of worfhippers. 

Among a variety of accounts from Cape Francois, the following has been related. 

* A widow, who owned a plantation on which there were about 500 negroes, hayiy 
always treated them with humanity and kindnefs, on the alarm from the infurgeng, 
thefe flaves applied to their owner for arms to defend her property—and when the 
plant.tion was attacked they repelled aud beat off the aflailants, by which means 4, 
eftate was preferved from deftruction.—Humanity as well as honefty will be found » 
be the beft policy. 


02. 9. Accounts have been received in town of a dreadful conflagration ia Newbery, 
North-Carelina, on the 28th ult. A great part of that flourifhing town fell a facrificeyy 
the flames; fixty-three houfes being confumed. The ravages of the deftru «ive c,, 
ment were checked by blowing up feveral houfcs with gun-powder. A fimilar q. 
pedicnt was adopted to itop the progrefs of the great fire in London, in the reign of 
Charles the fecond.—The lofs is computed at one hundred thoufand pounds 

An office is opened in London for the fale of Stocks in the American Funds, 

Cambricks of a fuperivr finenefs are now manufactured in Ire.and. 


0.12. A plan for cutting a canal between Clubfoot’s and Harlow’s creeks, in “on 
Carolina, lately appeared in the Edenton paper—the diftance from creck to creek is 
about two miles—Thus the fpirit of improvement is catching from ftate to flate. 


08. 20. By late accounts from Port-au-Prince, it apears that a coalition has been 
formed between the whites and the free people of colour—and by a writtcn convention, 
the whites have recognized the rights and privileges granted to the people of colour 
by the “ational Affembly, as well as thofe which they claim under certain ancient 
edicts of the French Monarchs. 


 0&. 22. Yelterday, purfuant to notification, the ftockholders of the Bank of th 
united ftates, affembled at the city-hall, of this city, for the purpofe of chufing 25 Di- 
rectors according to law—when the following gentlemen were clected : 





‘ George Cabot Fifhcr Ames Jonathan Mafon jun. 
1 Jofeph Barrell Jeremiah Wadfworth Philip Livingfton 
John Watts John Lawrance Rufus King 
| James Watfon Nicholas Low Jofeph Anthony 
Jofeph Ball William Bingham James Cele Fither 
: Herman Le Roy John M. Nefbitt Robert Smith 
Thomas Willing* Archibald M’Call Charles Petit 
Charles Carroll, M. Dr. James M’Clure, V. Samuel Johnften, N.C. 
William Smith, 5. C. 
if } 


0&. 25. According to the new conftitution of France, the number of Reprefenta- 
, tives is to be 745; which, according to a ealculation, is about one Reprefentative to 
: thirty-five thoufand inhabitants. ‘The Englifh is one to 16,128, and the Irifh, one to 
: 13,339. 


an: ’ O2. 31. Tuefday laft,about one o’clock, the ftable of Mr. Thomas Fither, near 
S Spruce-f{treet, caught fire, which confumed the roof and upper floor, and a quantity of 
hay, &c.and communicated to a brick ftable adjoining, belonging to Nicholas Wala, 


oi Efy. the roof of which. and about 7 tons of hay were likewife coniumed. 
| ; mh Wednefday afternoon, about ‘4 o’clock, the city was again ‘alarmed by the cry of 
tf 7 fire, which’ appeared in the neighbourhood of Dock-ftrect, and deftroyed a frame 
i mi} / houfe belonging to Mr. John Waln, containing a quantity of hay. 
' § } , * Mr. Willing bas fince been chofen Prefident of the bank ; and Fobn Kean, E/q. (S.C.) 


Cafrier. 
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Thurfday afternoon, about 5 o'clock, a fire broke out in the hay-loft of a brick fta- 
ble, belonging to Mr. John Morton, in Dock-ftreet, near the drawbridge, which oc- 
cafioned confiderable damage to the building, befides deftroying a quantity of hay, 
&c. before it could be extinguithed. 
Circumitances having created a fufpicion that thefe difafters were occafioned by 
fome evil-difpofed perfons; a proclamation has been iffued by the governor, offering , 
a reward of 500 dollars for the difcovery of the perpetrator or perpetrators ef this : 
horrid villany. A like reward of 500 dellars is offered upon the fame terms by a few 
public-{pirited citizens. ; 







Extra& of a letter from Befton. 

Mr.——, who lately arrived from France, informed me that the impofitions on 
our oil, &c.in that kingdom, are occafioned merely on account of there being no dif- 
crimiuations made between our allies, and thofe not in alliance with us. They fay— 
why fhould we admit your commodities free of duty, when you make us pay the fame 
asthe Englith do? 

“If Congrefs was to put fo per cent. on all foreigners net in alliance, and ap- HY 
propriate the proceeds of fuch a duty as a bounty for the encouragement of the , ae 
whale fithery, it might prevent our beft whalers going to France and England, to 
carry on and learn them the bufinefs. Unilefs the general government does fomething 
to encourage the bufinefs, you may depend that this great article of commerce will 
in a few years be loft to the united fates. 

“ Mr. Jefferion s report will, | hope, operate to produce Something that may an- 
{wer to countera& France and England, fo far as their duties embarrafs the filhcries.” 























The following is copy of a return made by capt. O’Brien, at Algiers, to the 
Ruffian conful at Gibraltar : 
AMERICANS AT ALGIERS, THE I5th oF MARCH, I79I. 














Crew of the fhip Dauphin, captured 30th of Fuly, 1785. 
t Zequins, 

Capt. Richard O’Brien, ranfom demanded 2000 

Mate Andrew Montgomery, 1500 | 
, Jacob Serfainer, French paflenger 2000 a 
r William Patterfon- keeps tavern 1500 

Philip Sloan 725 

Peleg Loring Seamen 725 

J. Robertfon 725 

James Hall 725 

Crew of the fchooner Mary, taken the 25th of Fuly, 1785. 

Capt. Ifaac Stevens 2000 

Mate, Alexander Forfyth 1500 

James Cathcart, keeps tavern, goo 

George Smith, in the Dey’s houfe Se 725 

John Gregory rr, 725 
. James Harmet 725 
to Algerine Zequins, 16475 

Duty payable on the above fum at 10 per cent. 16474 

Sundry gratifications to efficers of the Dey’s houfhold and regency, 
i equal to 17 1-6 Zequins, each perfon 2044 \ 
: 34792 Mexican dollars are Zeq. 18,362 5-6 i 

Extra& of a letter from Glafgow, Fuly 28. 
of “The united ftates will never find fuch a fure and certain market for their grain 
Ac as by encouraging manufactories. This will be a market attended with no rifks, and 
liable to the regulation of ao foreign prince. In hort, if peace is reftored in Europe, 
it is doubtful if there will be occafion for afingle cargo of American wheat. By en- 

J couraging manufactorics fo much in Britain, all that the country grows is confumed 


at home.” 





286 Marriages and Deaths. 


BM .4 O:°R 1 &236 8°. 

Massaceuusetts. At Boffon, the Rev. Jonathan Maxey, of Providence, to Mii, 
Sufannah Hopkins; Dr. Nathaniel Noyes to Mifs Rebecca Hunt ; Mr. Samuel g, 
Parker to Mifs Ruth Adams; Mr John Hitchborn to Mifs Betfy Brown; Capt. 
Charles Porter to Mifs Betfy Wilkinfon; Mr, Jofeph A. Kimble to Mify Patty 
Redman. 

Ruope-Istanp. At Newport, Mr, John Bowers, of Somerfet, to Mifs Mary 
Robinfon. 

New-Yorn. Jn the capital, Francis Lynch, Efq. to Mifs Maria Rofe ; James An. 
derfon, Efq. of South-Carolina, to Mifs Webb ; Mr. John Mildenherger to Mifs Po}. 
ly Gaffner; Mr. Abraham Okie to Mifs Mary Gibbons ; Mr. Thomas Greenleaf to 
Mifs Nancy Quackenbos. At Schenefady, Jofeph C. Yates. Efq. to Mrs.Ellice, At 
Fiptill, Mr. faac Swartwout to Mifs Betfy Lewis 

New-Jersey At Newark, Mr Matthias B. Higgins to Mifs Polly Andrefy ; 
William Griffiths, Efq. of Burlington to Mifs Abigail Hatfield. At Orange, Mr, Ger. 
fham Williams to Mifs Phebe Squires. At Burlington, Mr. Nathaniel Coleman to Mrs, 
Lippencott. 

Fetiaee ivanta. At Philadelphia, Mr. Jofeph James to Mifs Hopkins; Mr. laa 
Price to Mifs Polly Fenthom ; Capt. Richard Dale to Mifs Crathorn; Mr. David 
C. Claypoole to Mifs Peggy Britton ; Nathaniel Blodget, Efq. to Mrs. Bland, relia of 
the late Hon. Thedorick Bland, of Virginia; Mr. John Pinkerton, jun. to Mifs Jenny 
Thompfon. At Mount-Pleafant, Alleghany county, Lieut Jeffers of the rft U.S Reg, 
to Mifs Sally Chrifty. Doctor Soom Benzell, of Germantown, to Mifs Hanack 
Comb, of Chefnut-hill. At Carlife, Mr. William Turnbull to Mifs Maria Nifbet. 

Detaware. At Wilmington, Mr. John Beaton to Mrs Hill. 

Marytann. At Baltimore, Dr. William Hayes to Mifs Polly Stoekit. 

Sourn-Carotina. At Cherlefion, Archibald Davifon, Efq. of Black-River, to Mifs 
Jane C. Sweetman ; Dr. John P. Smith to Mrs. Clifford. At Georgetown, Capt, 
Mitchell to Mifs Chifley; Peter Cafanave, Efq. to Mifs Ann Young, of Notley- 
Hall. At Santec, Mr. William R. L. Stukes, of Charlefton, to Mifs Baxter, of Peedee. 








- 3 &. tia. 

New-Hamesnire. At Port/mouth, John Parker, Efq. Marthal for the diftrié of 
New-Hamphhire. 

MassacuuseTts. At Bofon, Vrs. Joanna Stanton; Vafter John Greaton; Mr. 
Homans, confort of \r. Benjamin Homans; »r. John Ofborne; rs. Coulter; 
Mifs Elizabeth Farnham; \ r. Calvin White; ir. William Leachmore; Mrs. Ro- 
gers, coufort of 'r. Daniel D Rogers. 

Connecticut. At Hartford, wirs. Hopkins, confort of Dr. Afa Hopkins; Mr. 
David Blifs. 

New-York. Jn the capital, Mr. Daniel le Roy ;. \'r. Richard Drake; Mr. Hunt; 
Mr. James Gray; Mrs. Harper, of the America company of comedians; Mr. 
Henry Bancker; \ r. Samuel Dunlap; »r. Thomas Smith. At Lanjingburgb, Mr. 
Hugh Boyle, of Philadelphia; Abraham J. Lanfing, Efq. aged 72, and Catharine Lan- 
fing, his confort, aged 69. At Plea/ant- Valley, the Rev. Wheeler Cafe. At Albany, Mr. 
Gerrit Rychman. At Aye, «ifs Anne M. Jay, At Montgomery, Ulfter county, Pa 
trick Barber, Efq. At Flathufb, Long-Ifland, Peter Lefferts, Efq. At Fifsill, Mt. 
Montfort. 

New-Jersty. At Allentown, ifs Jane Covenhoven. At Burlington, John Hude, 
Efq; \ rs.Vantine. At Newark, Dr. William Burnet. At Wefifeld, col. John Scudder. 

Pennsyivania. In Philadelpbia, Mr. John Helm; Mrs. Afton, confort of Mr. 
George Afton; Marcus C. Knox, fon of general Knox ; Vr. Alexander Nefbitt ; Mr. 
John Wayne; Mrs. Catharine Cottringer, conono Vr. John Cottringer; Mr. 
Samucl Howell; Mr. Philip Benezet; Mrs. Herr, confort of Mr. David Herr; “rs 
Mary Stevenfon. At Wright’s-Ferry, Mrs Jefferies, confort of Mr. Jofeph Jefferies. 

psanent- At Wilmington, Mr. Hezekiah Niles, killed by the falling of 2 figa 
and fign-pott. 

waeesa, At Wine » fuddenly, Mr. Thomas Ryan. 

Noxtu-Carowina. Col. George Mitchell, of Onfow-county, killed by Robert W- 
Snead, Efq. in a duel. 

Soutu-Carotina. In Charlefion, Mrs, Wickham, confort of Dr. Wickham ef Pee 
dee ; Mr. Simon Thayer. 

































Re hie a Be Re oh AW Ae) 
Apes, pot, p. ton, 35! Hides raw, per Ib. ghd-10d. Lemp, per ib. 174. 
; Trih, p-bbl. 62s) Indigo, Fr. per lb. — 7/6-1 as. 4s Loaf fing. refin. 13d. 
> JP and Fer. do. 45s. Garelina, 4~-6/6.' 2.) Ditto, double ditte. 40d. 
SC Boa. ( wmfbips ) 60-625. Caf, per cwt. 22/6-30s. e; Hovsaneh »white 11-3 3d ; 
Brandy, French, p. gal. 41/3. < Bar, per ton,  2g/-30l. Ditto, brown, g@. 
, Bread, prip,per cwt. 4/65.) 34 Pig, gl-1ol. Mufio. p. ewt. 100s. i 
American, in bottles, per I Sheet, 601-6 5/ Allum, p. buf. 2/4. : 
$ } dozén 8/4. Nail rods, 36/.)3 Liverpool, aft. 
) © U Ditto, per bb. 4e| Meal, Indian, p. bb 16/8-17:/8 ) Cadiz, afr. 
Molaffes, per gal. 2/4-2/%. Lifoon, 2/2-2/ 4. 
; Oak, p. m- feet, 67/6-85s| Nails, 10,12 SP 20d. Bhd & CN. Fer. 24 g. 2/6. 
, Y ) Merchant, pine 95+ & } cori 32g 8-8/4. ; 
' 3 Sap, 60s. { Sper. frained, p. g 3/7. Turpentine, 12/6. 
Cedar, $5-65s.in: J Whale com. 2s. ( F-R. mw bef, 27/6-28.. 
; Checetate, per lb. I3,|8 } De. Northern, 2/6. ~< Inferior, 20=32/6. 
l Coffee, per. lhe 13-14d. \ Tanners p. bol. 67/6. 3 | Old, 3035. | 
Superfine, p. bl, 37s.| Parchment, per doz. 30-37/6.1 % | Rappaban. 18/9-20. , 
j ¢ | Common, 355.;Porter, American, 10/6] » é Coloured Maryl. 30-60s. 
, 3 4 Bur. mid. beft, 3ts); ( Burlington, rose) 3 | Dark, 17/6-1 8/9. 
K& | Middlings, 26-271.) 5 4 Lower Co. 75 {6-60. 3 Long leaf, ¥7/6+18-9, 
Ship fluff, p.cwt. ror.|™ Carolina, 65-70. & Eafterm Shore, 16-185. 
Flax, per lb. 74-9d.| Peafe, 6-7/6. Carolina, new,18/9-20s. 
| Flaxfeed, per bufb. 5-5/9.|Rice, per crt. 20-215. Old, 208-255. 
; Ginfeng, per lb~ 1/6-25. Jamaica perg. 7-7/6. Hy/fon, p.lb. 7/6-8/6, 
Gin, Holland, per gal. 5{9-6:. Windward, 6s.) 5 ) Souchong, 4/1-6/8. * 
: Wheat, p. bufo. 6f9-75., & J Antigua, 6-6/6.) ) Congo, 39-57. ; 
Rye, 45-4/6.1c% | Barbadoes, 4. Bobea, afb-2/7. 
s Oats, 1/9-2. Country, al34 [ Mad. p.p. 40l-7 51, . 
© < Indian corn, af7. l Tapia, 29: Lifton, 308. 
& Barley, 4/7. Teneriffe, p. gi 4/2. re 
bef foelled, 20s. German, p.cwt. 60-70s.| , | Fayal, p. £- 3/4- ry 
> Buckwheat, as.1% ) Anglip, blifered, 80s.) § ; Port, per pipe,40-42 10s. 1 
; Hams, per lox 64-74. 3 Amer. p.ton, 45-601. } Ditto, per gal. sftos. ; 
; Fog s-lard; 74-84; Crowley's, p. fag: a Dit. per doa. bot. 28-305. 
Honey, 34d4d |Snake root, p. lb. 1/6-2/8 Claret, 30*60s, 
Hemp, per. tin, §0-521 10s] Sdap, common, $d. Sherry, p. gal. 7/6. 
Hops, per lb. oat Caftile, 6d. Malaga, 54. 
; Hog foead hoops, p. m. 56, Starch, ates bees, per lb. 1/to}- 25. 
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Current Prices of Pustic SECURITIES. 


6 per Cents 
3 per Cents 
Defired 6 per Cents 


Funded debt. } 


Final Settl. and other Carton 
Unfunded do. Indents 
State debts 


Bank Subferiptions, 








Course of ExcHANGE. 
Hills of Exchange, Lopdon, 9O-days,70—71. | Amferdam, 60 days, per guilder, Rs. 
Ditte, 60 days, 72%. 30 days, yt 
, Ditto 32 days, 70. + France, 60 days, per § livres, 6s. 
30 days, 6/t 


Philadelphia Priceseburrent, 


2. 
12 6——— 
3/4—— 


16/8 ————1 
10/6 
1 §/6———. 
150 Dollars. 


74. 
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Ww Cloudy 
wsw Cloudy 

NNE Fair ‘7 
NE Cloudy, 4 
NNE Cloudy 
ESE {1 Cloudy, rain 
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